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Criminal Justice Commissions (A mendment)
. Law, No. 10 of 1972

‘1. D—-0. 66/72.. |

‘A LAw To AMEND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSIONS
., Acr, No., 14 or 1972,

-WHEREAS the Constitution of Sri Lanka has
ontinued in force as existing -written law the
Uriminal Justice Commissions Act, No. 14-of 1972:

Now, therefore, be it enacted by the National State
Assembly of the Republic of Sri Lanka, as follows: —

{. This Law may be cited as the Criminal Justice Sborttitle. *
Commissions (Amendment) Law, No:. 10 of 1972. :

2. Section 3 bf the Criminal Justice Commissions: Amendmentof °
Act, No. 14 of 1972, hereinafter referred to as the 3 ue ieor
“principal enactment.’’,. is hereby amended as 1972 &
follows:— . . ' g™ o G r

(1) by the insertion, immediately after subsection

(4) of that section, of the following new sub- -
sections: — ‘ W Ay

““(4a) The proceedings at any inquiry
may be continued notwithstanding the
absence due to sickness of any member of the °
Commission. ; -

(48) Where at any inquiry by a Commis-
sion under this Act any witness has given
evidence in the absence of a member of the -
Commission, - the -.Commission may, if it =
deems necessary, recall such witness for
-further questioning.’’; and .

(2) by the repeal of subsection (6) of that section -
- and the substitution therefor of the following
- new subsection: — .

““ (6) An inquiry by a Commission under
this Act shall be commenced and held, with
due regard to the interests of justice, as
expeditiously as possible, and accordingly .
the Commission— ' _

(@) may, where any person or any pleader

a.g earing for any person desires to

" address the Commission upon any

- question or matter, limit the duration

-of the address, and in such event

require the address to be submitted in
writing; =
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(b) may commence, or continue with, tha

1nquiry notwithstanding that aw

| person or a pleader appearing for au

T erson is absent or desires to withdras
- .+« .. - from the case or such person desu
time to make a change of pleaders:

" Provided, however, that the Con

mission may if it decms necessy

. recall for further questioning an

N . witness who has given evidence in ti

. b absence of an unrepresented accuse
2 ‘person;

" (e) shall have full power and authority t
.. 'prohibit the attendance before it ul
- any person or pleader who in th
- opinion of the Commission persists it
being disrespectful to the Commission
and

(d) may take such other steps as it consider
' necessary for the purpose of enabliu
the inquiry to be expeditiously held.”,

. Amendment of 8. Section 10 of the principal enactment is herel
section 10 oi . .
e rinint. b amended as follows:— -
enaciment. | y

(1) by the renumbering of that section as subsectio
- (1) thereof; and . |
'(2)“ by the  insertion, immedia'tely after the rel!
'~ . numbered subsection (1) of that section, o
-7 " the following new subsection: —

¢ (2) If any person fails, in answer to an

. summons issued -under section 9, to appex

~ before the Commission ‘or to produce an

. document or article required by any sud

. ~summons to be produced by him, such persi

~-shall be liable, in addition to any penaly

imposed on him by the! Commission, to ¥

..o arrested and kept in custody upon a warran

.7+ of arrest issued unden the hand of th

-+ Chairman of the Commission, for the purpo

~ of securing his attendance before the Commi:

©. . siom, or, as the case may he, of securing th

.. production by him of snch document ¢
- article,”’, . - =
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% Section 15 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended by thé substitution; for paragraph () of
that section, of the following new paragraph:—

'’ (b); Where, ‘at the conclusion of any |

L L r - * .
inquirybefore a Commission under this Act,

the Commission is satisfied beyond reasonable

doubt, having regard to the proceedings and
upon  consideration of the matters before
it at such inquiry, that any person has
comuitted any offence which has been the
subject of such inquiry, the Commission
shall make a finding that he is guilty of such
offence and shall sentence him to any punish-
ment, other than death, to which he might
have been sentenced if he had been tried and

‘convicted by the Supreme Court or a District :

Court dr a Magistrate’s Court:

Provided that where the only sentence
provided by law for any such offence is death,

the Commission shall have the power ‘and
jurisdiction to sentence any- person found

Amendment of
section 16 of -
the principal
enactment.

guilty of any such offence to 1mprisonment -

of either description for life.”.

5. Section 25 of the 'princijja.l enactment is herebjr

repealed and the following new section substituted.

therefore: —

" Findings,
trulences,
orders,

Replacement of
section 26 of
the principal

- enactment.

25. Any finding made, or semtence

imposed, or order, determination or

derminations  pyling made, by a Commission under this
Act shall be final and conclusive,- and *

snd ralinga
under this
Act to be

fioal nnd -
conclugive.

shall not be called in question in any

court or tribunal, whether by way of .
action, application in revision, appeal, -

writ or otherwise.”’. -



