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3. The Births and Deaths Registration Act is
hereby amended as f~llows: - .,

(A) in section 10 thereof, bl' the repeal of sub
section (3) of that section, and the
substitution therefor, of the ~following..

,)subsection: - 0 ., "

, (3) Every registration entry consistjng of
the particulars registered under the preced-
ing provisions of this section- •
~a) shall be made in the order of t~m~ in

'which those particulars were given to
the registrar;

(b) shall be numbered consecutively and shall
be signed by the officer making the
entry; 'and

(c) shall be prepared .in triplicate, that is to
say, the or-iginal, the second copy')
(hereinafter referred to as the
" duplicate "), and a third copy
which shall bear an endorsement under
the hand of the District Registrar,
Additional District Registrar, or
registrar', as the case may. be, that it
is issued under the provisions of.
section l1A:

AMENDMEN'Il'S TO THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS
REGISTRATION ACT.

,

2. This Law shall come intq operation on suoh
date as the Minister may appgwt by Order published
In the Gazette, (hereinafteP1 referred to as the
"appointed date "). • ,(/' •

.' 1::1-

~ PART I

,

A LAW TO AMEND THE BIRTHS ANn DEATHS R:SGIS
TRATrON ACT, THE ]\.fARRIAGE REGISTRATION
ORDINANCE, THE KANDYAN MARRiAGE AND DIVORCE
ACT AND THE MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND DIVORCR ACT.

BE it enacted 'by the National State Assembly of the
Republic ~f Sri Lanka as follows:-

"
1. This Law may be cited as the Births, Deaths

and Marriages (Amendment) Law, No. 41 of 1975.

"
L. D.-O. 16/73.

" "Births) Deat\s and AIarriaqes (Amendment)
Law, No . .41 of 1975

e



-
o

,
llA: Where a registration' entry is

made in triplicate in accordance with
the provisions of this Act by the
registrar of a division or by a District
Regiscrar or by an Additional District
Registr~.17on particulars furnished by an
informal. t, such registrar or District.
Registrar or Additiorpl eDistrict Regis
trar shall forthwith, free of charge,
deliver or transmit by post to such
informant, the third copy of that regis
tration entry.";

.. rM08 of
free ()()py
of binh
aDd death
I'8giltratioa
entry.

(C) \in section 27 thereof-
(i) by the substitution, for s~bsections (1) and (2)

of that section, of the following sub-
sections: _r •

r " (1) Where the birth of any person has
been registered, wi thout a name being.specified
in the registration entry at the time of the
registration or if his name has been altered
after that time, the Registrar-General or th.!.'
appropriat-e District Registrar or the Addi-

' tional District Registrar ma~, on applicatIon
made in writing in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (2), amend, after
such inquiry as he may consider necessary,
the birth registration of such person, ~Y(~he
substitution, addition, insertion or omission
of particulars relating to his name.

(2) Every application under subsection {ll
shall be--
(a) made by a p~re.nt or guardian of the .

person to whom the application relates
if that person is under the age of
twenty-one years, or made oy that
person himself if he is over twenty-one
years of age; and. ,

(B) by the insertion, immediately after section 11
thereof, of the following new section which
shall have effect as section llA thereof:-

r r' .' /.

2 Births, Deaths and !1farriaqes (A tdendment)
La1fJ, No . .41 0/ 1975

. Prpvi~d~ however, that a registrs-
r- • tion .en t~y under Part V in respect of

a ~t~ll-bl;th shall be kept only in the
, original.", . . .



~original entry; or

(a) the alteration of a.l101' anv of- the
part.iculars in the register rela
ting to the name, ninlt ?r
pl'ofe:ssion of. the father of .the
person whose, birth has. been
negistered or for' the omrssion
of such particulars or Ior the
insertion of fresh part.iculars,
in anv case where the original ....
partieu Il~rs had been falsely or
improperly entered; or e

) .
(b) the' insertion of the ~ame of the

father of such person, in any
case where such , name WIlS

omi tted at the time of the

=:\meodmeD$
!:ol binh
a ~giltratioll
•Wi? oy
IRt-glltrar-
, General.

..,

~ t

'.(b) sqp.ported "by a-tfeciaration substantially
in sueh. one of fhe forms li. GG, H
and HH set ou t in the Schedule as
may be appropriate, made before a.
Justice of the' Peace or an V District
Registrar and bearing a stamp,

'0 .supplied by the applicant. of the value
of one rupee if not more than two years
have elapsed since the registration of
the ''birth and of five rupees if more
than two years have so elapsed."; and

(ii) by the substi tution, for the 'marginal note to that
section, of the foHoW~1igmarginal note:-

'. "J," •
" Insertion or, alteration 05 the uame of a

person ~n the registec."; •

(D) by the insertfon, immediately after section 27
thereof, of the following new section which
shall have effect EJ.ssection 27A thereof:-

• 0(\

27A. (1) A person whose birth has been
re~isteq~d (whether under this Act or
under any past enactment), or hi? parent
or guard iUII, or a person ag~I'lev,ed by
any particulars in the entry relating to
that birth may make a Wl'lttE:-Il applica-, .
tion to the Hegistrar-Genel'al. Ill,
accordance witH the provisions of sub
section (2) for an order ?irecting-

)

Births, Deaths and 111arriages (Amendment) 3
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c

(c) the aUdation of the names of the
C parents' of such person, in any
case where such names have
been altered since the original
entry was made; or·

. (cl) the alteration, insertion or
omission of particulars relating
to the marriage of the parents
of such person; or

(e) the alteration, insertion or omis
sion of particulars In the
original entry' to bring such

o rentry into conformity with the
~(,gitimate status of such a.
).erson- where by virtue of the .
operation of t))ecprovisions of '
section 3 of ?;heLegitimacy Act,
No. 3 of 1970, that person is
rendered legitimate; and

(f) the making In the entry of
any consequential amendments
resulting from such alteration,
.. • t: .... •msertion or omISSIOn. ,

(2) Every application under subsection
(1) shalf be accompanied by a written

c declaration in the prescribed form made
before the, Registrar-General or' any
District Registrar or any Additional
Districp Registrar and shall bear a
stamp' of the valus of five rupees
supplied by the applicant and a certified
copy of the birth registration entry In
proof of the contents or tne entry ..

(3l On an application made in accord-
,ance with the preceding provisions of
this section, for the amendment of an
~n.yy in a register of births, ~he
Registrar-General may, after due notice
to such parties and persons as may be
interested, and after due inquiry held
by him or by an-officerauthorized by him
in that behalf, make such order, whether
in terms of the application or otherwise,
as the justice of the case may require. \

, (4) The order made by the Registrar-.
General shall be published In. the
prescribed manner. r

• Births, Deaths and lYlarriaqes r(Amendment)
Law, No. 41 of 1975

r
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(5) Any, person- aggrieved by the
Reglstra~-G~neral's order 'may appeal
to, the District Court against that order
within thirty days of 'the publication of
notice of the order under the preceding
subsection, and such appeal shall be by

....,)a petition in writing' bearing a stamp of
the value of five rupees, '
(6) Ilvery order of the District Court

shall be subject to an appeal to the
Supreme Court within a period of thirty
days from the date on which a certified

, copy of the order pr the District Court
is served on the .ijegistrar-Gen§ral.

(7) The DistI:~ct Cour~tshall cause &'
cd~ified copy of every order, made by
that court or by the Supreme CQ~rt in
appeal to be served on the Registrar
General.
(8) Notwithstanding the right of...

appeal against an order of the Registrar-
..,General" or of the District Court, the
order of the Registrar-General shall be
given provisional effect by the amend
-ment of the registration entpy to which
the' order relates but without-prejudice
to the duty of the Registrar-General to.
make such £urtner amendments as may
'be rendered necessary by'the order-of the
District Court or Supreme Court uyon
any appeal, as_the case may be,
_(9)The procedure in regard t? appe,a}s

to the Supreme Court under this section
shall, so far as is ~practicable, be
regulated ,.bythe law relating to aJ?peals
to the Supreme Court from the DIstrict
Court in the exercise of its criminal
jurisdiction, " ; , ,.

(E) by 'the repeal of section 28 thereof, and the
substitution th~refor, of the following
section i-e-- ~

28. (1) A person whosebirth has been
registered (whether under this Act or '
under any past enactment), or his parent
or guardian, or a person aggrieved by
the particulars in respect of tile race of
the father in the entry relating to that

, "
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r, ,6 Births, Deaths and 11ia~riageS'(A mendment)
r: Law, No. 41 of 1975" '

r r
e

" ~ •,birth, may make a written application
"to the District 'Court of the district in
which the birth· occurred for an order
directing the alteration-of all or any of
the partioulars in the refister relating to
the race of the father 0 such person, or
for the omission of such, pacticulars or
for the insertion of fresh particulars, in
any case where the.original particulars
had been falsely or improperly entered.
, (2) Every ahplication made under
subsection (1) s all bear a stamp of the
value (,of five rupees supplied by the
applicants
(1(3)On\~~napplication to the Dist~ict

Court, in accordance w'itll the preceding
provisions of this section, for the amend-
ment of an entry in a register .of births,
the District Court may, after due notice
to the Registrar-General, the appro·
priate registrar, and such ~ther parties,
and persons as the- court may think fit, .
and after due inquiry; make such order,
whether in terms of the ap:hlication or
otherwise, as the justice of",t e case may
reqmre .

(4) Every order of the Distriet Court
shall be subject to an appeal to the
Supreme Court within a period of thirty
days from the date on which a certified
copy 0'£ the order of the District Court e
is served on the Registrars General under
the provisions of subsection (5). '
(5) The District Court shall' cause a.

certified copy of every order made,by
that court under subsection (3) or by the
Supreme Court in appeal to be served on
the Registrar-General,

(6) The Registrar-General. on receipt
of a certified COpYr0fa court order served
on him under subsection (5). shall give

• effect to the order. and rwhere the order
, includes a direction for the amendment
of a registration entry. shall make or
.cause such, amendmen t to be made.";

"
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(F) in section 52 t~ereof", ?~the substitution for _

paragraphs (ht and (I) of subsection (1) of
that section, of the following paragraphs r-e-
,. (h) there is any other enol' or omission of .

fact or substance in a birth registra
tion entry, or where the informant has

,,:) 'failed to furnish or has omitted, or
erroneously furnished any particulars
in a ~irth registration entry, not being
an error or omission of fact' or subs
tance which can be amended under the ~

, other provisions of this Act; or .
(~) there is any other ~rJlor or omission of
~ fact or substanes in a death 'or still

birth regi~tra~r:)~ entry or ,!here the.
"£lformant has'f'ailed to furnish or has
, omieeed or has erroneously fumished'
any particulars in a death or still-birth
registration entry, or ": .

(G) in section 56 thereof, by the repeal of sub-»
section (2) of that section and the substitution
therefor, of t-he following subsection:-

H (2) The applicant shall supply in respect
of every written application and in respect
of every certified copy or certified extract
thereof a stamp or stamps of such value as"
-may from time to time be prescribed."; "

(H) by the repeal of section 57 thereof, and the
substitution therefor, of' the' following
section:- "

')

57. (1) The third copy issued" urrder
section llA or a cert ified copy of, Of'"a.
certified extract from, a registration
entry obtained under section 56 shall be
received' as prima facie evidence of the
birth, death or still-birth to which that
copy or extract relates _if that entry ;
purports to have been made in accordance
with the provisions of this Act, and that
copy or the ehract purports to have been
made under the hand of the Registrar
General, or an Assistant ~Registrar
General, or the appropriate District
Registrar. or the appropriate'Additional
District Registrar, or under the hand of
the appropriate registrar.



Appropriate Stamp.
( .

Justice of the Peace
or

Distriot Registrw.

••••••: u -; •..•••.. ···:······..••

c·
Deola.red before me at ..

tw. day of· ·····..r·· ··..· ··..,19 .

Signature.
............................................. _

e Wi~ my hand this ~ : .
....................................................day of ,19 '
~

................. u ·•••.••••••~ 0- .

.1................. . : do hereby .
decla!. Ulat I _ the male (female) child born on tho ·•
~ !•••..•.......«:' ,at : u .

... n•••••~••••.••: ,ill_ 00.•.•
, 0

....... < and .
h.ia wife. and whol!e birth was registered in the division of ..
.......................................... ~ \ oo. t.he .
....................................................................dayof : .
19 and ihat I have reoeiTed the name of , ~ ..

"FOR¥ G~
D.llCLl\JLATlO)l OF NAlIB BY TUB P1mBOI!! HIXBJ!U' t·

o

c (2) A< certified' copy or a certified
extract of a registration entry issued

. under the appropriate section of any
past enactment shall be received as
prima facie evidence. of the birth, death
or still-birth to which' tliit copy or
extract relates if that, entry purports to
have been made in accordance with the
provisions of such enactment and that
copy 0;' extract purports to have been
made Un<~r the hand of the Registrar
General.Y, an 0 Assistant Registrar
General, .~the appro8!'..i.ate District
Registrar, or the appropriate Additional
District Registrar, or under the band of
the appropriate registrar." ; and

(I) in the Schedule thereto, by the .substitution
for form GG and form"HH, of the following
new form GG and form HH:-

'""'.

8 Births, Deaths p,nd 111arriages "'(Amendment}
Law, No. 41. of 1975
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Amendment
of the
Marriage
Registration
Ordinance
(Chapter 110).

27 (1) At any time after the entry of "
the notice, and upon the production of a.
certified' copy of such notice, the District
Registrar within whose district such
notice has'been given or the registrar to
whom notice has been given, may issue,
subject to the provisionsof subsection(3),
a licence under his hand substantially in
form G in the First Schedule autho
rizing the District Registrar or the

Hnue of
.oe1~Dce.

5. The Marriage Registration Ordinance is hereby
arnnended as follows: - •

(A) .by the repeal of section 27 thereof, and the
substitution therefor, of the following
sectron r-e-

PA:R.TII
:\'~lENDMENTS TO THEMARRIAGE REGISTRATION

ORDINANCE

4. Notwithstandingthe repeal and replacementof Sl),~g fo~
seection 28 of the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1\ &:i:iri!,
~~ paragraph l(E) 0thfsection 3d.of thdis Lhaw, evelI'dY~~tf~Dr?8
lDoqUlry,appsa or 0 er procee mg un er t e repea e of Chapter
seeetion 28 which is pending or is incompleteon the day 110 ~e(~.
imunediately preceding the appointed date, shall be m~.IDI
caarried on and completed in all respects as though that
seeetion had not been repealed and replaced." .

(SutioIl27)

Appropriatet6tamp ."

Imatice of the Pence 01'
IDistrict RegiEltrB.l'. ~ ,

·····..···..···si~t~:···..·........'
I')

.J!~.~~~~.~.~.~~.~.~..~~..:'..,':.::·:.·.:·::::::::·d~y·~iff.:::::::::::::::::.·.·:::::::::::,~·::.:··i·9 .In'

Births, Deathg and lvlarriaqes (Amendment) 9
Law, No. 41 of [975

,) .
. -, FOR'loI Rl'l ~ •..

DJ!:CL..Ul,I.·£IONOli' AL~'E1IA'rIOi'OF N.uu: ~y 'THE PEltSON RrnSDLII'
m ...•............................................................................................. , do hereby declare

~t 111mthe malo [fomale) child born on the .

o.~:::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.·:::::::::::::::::..;····t~:::::....::..:::::.:::::::::::::::::.':::::::::::.'::::..::::.·.~d
- - , , his \\;[0. and whosobirtb was registered ill

~j8ii~:.t2 ~::::.!; :"y:.~~~f:;f:
da~:!~~~.~~..~~~.~~~:::::::::::::::::::::;··i·9:..,':,':::::::::::::::::' ..



(.

(3) Befort" the issue of such licenceone
of'<the parties to the intended marriage
shall appear personally before the
Distrtct Registrar or the registrar, or
where notice has been a given to two
registrars, before either of those' two
registrars and make and subscribe a
.written declaration that-

'(a) he or she believes' that ther; is
not 'any impediment of kindred

o
or alliance, or. of any other
lawful cause, or other lawful
hindrance, to the said,...
marriage;

(b) that the consent of any person ~r
persons whose consent 18
required has been obtained; and

. (2) Where the parties to the intended
marri£ge have given notice to 0 two
registra~·s under subsection (2),of section
23, the L~istrict Registrar within whose
district one or both of '1;6chnotices have
been given or either-of the two registrars
to whom notice has been given, may issue,
.upon the production of a certified copy of
each such notice, and subject to the
provisions of 0 subsection (3) of this,
section, a licence to each of the regis-.
trars, or. in any' case referred to .in
section 28, to such other registrar as
may bespecified therein, and such licence

~. shall be substantially in the -form H
in the First Schedule.

o

(

registrar tI)<";whomnotice 'has been given
, 01', in any case ~;eferred to in section 28
such other registrar as he may specify
in the licence, to issue the certificate
under' section 26, if in the meantime no
lawful impediment to the issue of such
certificate is show-n to the s~~isfaction of
'such registrar or if the issue of such
certificate has not been forbidden or &
caveat en tered in tIle manner hereinafter
provided. .

10 Births, Deatho~and l1lm'1'iages~(Amendment)'
Law, No. 41 0/ 1975



, "
(B) in section 34 thereof bv the repeal of sub

section (6) of that section and the sUbs.,titu:·
"tion therefor, ofl the' following subsection: _n

, (6) The District Registrar shall, ....upon
receipt of the minister's duplicate statement,
together with the stamps equal in value to
the amount of the' fee payable to such
registrar for the registration .of .the
marriage, forthwith send to the minister an
acknowledgment of the same, and enter or
cause to be entered the particulars thereof or
of the copy prepared under section 37 (2) in
triplicate, that is to say, the original, the
second copy (hereinafter referred to as the'"
CI duplicate "), and a third copy in .a
marriage registes book to be kept by him, in
the form M ill the First Schedule. and shall
certi fy that the particulars have been
obtained from the minister's statement, and
shall carefully preserve the said minister's
statement until despatched to the Registrar
General as in section 37 provided. The third

(c) that the,..i~sueof the' certificate has
llQt been. forbidden, 'nor any
caveat entered .• nor, any suit is
pending lin any court to bar or
hinder the said marriage.

(4) Wqere the declaration is made
, ()before the District Registrar it' shall

bear stamps, t.o the value of thirty rupees
to be supplied by the party making the
declaration and where the declaration is
made before t.he registrar of a division ~
it shall be accompanied by a receipt
, issued by the District Registrar in proof
of payment'(l0f aJ1m of ~hirty nf'upees., •

~'5) The registrar to whom the licence
is issued shall, upon the receipt thereof,
issue his certificate, and every sueD.certi
ficate shall state the particulars set forth
in the notice and the day on which it was_ n

entered, and that the issue of the certi
., ficate has been authorized by the licence
of the) District Registrar or the
registrar. " ; .

, 3

,0.

Births, Deaths und Morriaoes (Amendment) 11
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in section~7 thereof-
(i) by the repeal of subsection (2) of. that

section, and the substitution therefor,
ef the following subsection:-

" (2) Wher; a duplicate of an entry
in a marriage register made under
section 34 or section 35 or section 40
is lost; damaged, has become illegible
or is in danger of becoming illegible,
the Registrar-General may, after such
inquiry as he may consider necessary,
cause such duplicate to be replaced by
a copy of the original entry, certified
by the District Registrar or, if the
original' 'entry is in the custody of the

"

, (~)
'.

35A." The third copy ret;.erredto in the
preceding section shall forthwith', free
of charge, be delivered or transmitted by
post to the female party to the marrIage
hy the District Registrar or. the regis
trar. ":

" Copy of
registratioa
entry to be ,
• iaaued free.

c::>pyshall bear. an endorsement under the
hand. of the mg1:.ric~Registrar to the effect
that, it is issued under section 35A.';

(C) in section 35 thereof, by the repeal of sub
(\ section (5) of that section and the substitution·

therefor, of the following subsection:-
, (5) The registrar shall .then enter: in

triplicate, that is to say, the original, the
second copy (hereinafter referred=to as the
" duplicate ") and a third copy, a statement
.of the particulars of the marriage in his
, marriage register book in the form M in the
First Schedule, and shall cause the entry to be

, si.gned by. tV"e, p~rties and witnesses~, a~d.
.himself slgn'~:~tIn ,~h~manner pr~scrlbed lD
regard to ~ marriage solemmzed by a
minister. The third copfoshall bear an

e . endorsement under the fiand of the registrar
to the effect that it i~ issued under
section 35A.· ;

. (D) by the insertion, immediately after section 35
thereof, of the following new section Which
shall have effect as section 35A thereof:-

1:1...:•.•.

r .
12 'Births, Deaths and Marriages (Amendment)
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(ii) by the insertion, immediately after sub- "
section (2) of that section, of the
following new:lpubsection :-~ .

" (3) Wherean original of an entry,
.~ a marriage register made under
section 34 or section 35 or section 40
is lost, damaged, has become illegible
or is in danger of becoming illegible, '-'
and the duplicate is available, the"

~ Registrar-General, may;· after such __
inquiry as he may consider necessary,
cause to be substituted therefor a copy
of the' duplicate' certified by him to
have been made after verification with
the duplisate .and to be a. true copy of
the duplicate. Such copy shall ,!'eplace
the aforesaid original of the registra
tion entry and shall, for all purposes,
he deemed to be the original. of, the
•registration entry which was 19~t, r
damaged, had become illegible or was
in danger of becoming illegible, as the
case may be.

(4) Where both the original and the
duplicate of aa entry in a marriage '
register made under section 34 or
section 3§ or section 40 are lost,
damaged, have become illegible or are
in danger of becoming illegible, the
provisions of section 13 ofthe Births
and Deaths' Registration. Act shall,
mutatis mutandis., apply to and in

Ii

•
registrar:or the minister, sertified by
such m~nis~I" or' registrar, as the case
may be~ and ~ountersigned by the
District Registrar after verification of
the copy with the original, and shall

. cause such copy to be ·filed and
preserved. Every copy so filed and
preserved shall, for all. purposes, be
deemed to be a duplicate duly filed and .
preserved in the officeof the Registrar
General, .under subsection (1).";

Births, Deaths and Ma'I'1'iages (Amendment) 13
Leur, No. 41 oj 1975



52, Such copy-or extract if purporting
to be made under the hand of the Regis
trar-General or the District Reglstrar or
an Additional District Registrar or
under the hapd of the registrar or the
third copy issued.under section 3;:'A shall
be received as prima facie evidence of the

, matter to which it relates without any
I I

further or .otber proof of such entry, ";
and

.. Third copy.
certified copy
or extrncl to
be prima facie

, evidence,

section r-c-

(9-) ,by the repeal 9f section 52 thereof, and the
substitution therefor, of f'the ftlll<?wing

" (2) The applicant shall supply in
respect of every written a~plication and

eo in respect of every certified copy or certified
extract thereof ~ stamp or stamp~ of such
value as may from time to time be
prescribed." ;

(~Transmission to Registrar-
Gene~~l of duplicates of entries,

co subst.ijution-of original and' duplicate
entries ~and reconstrieeaion of original

,. and duplicate entries. '!;

(F) in section 51 thereof, by the' repeal of sub
section (2) of that section, and the substitu
tion therefor, of the following subsection :-

co

e

relatjonot.R 'C.hesubstitution of copies
of such ol'ig~al and duplicate. Such
eonies sh.dL for all purposes, be
deemed to be the or-iginal of the
marriage registration entry and the
duplicate, respectively."; lind

• 4'c

(iii) by the substitution, for the marginal note
to that sectionj of the' following
marginal note: _

r

r " "14 Births, Deaths and Mnrriaqes (A mendment)
Law, No . .41 0/ 1§75
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(H) by the substitutio~ £or the Second 4 Schedule
thereto, of the '£pllowingnew Sqhedule:-

-'
.!..C.dclitional District
.: Registrar

~trar
D:()Wt.rictRegieil'ar •. Rogistration of mnrriego . do. 1 1i0"."

solemnized in a registered
.. . place of public worship

f· ~ /

t P~TIII
J Mld:ENDMENTS TO THE KANDYAN MARRIAGE ANDDIVORCB

> ~ ACT '
"6. The Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Aot is ,

ht!ereby amended as follows:"":_
(A) by the repeal of section 19 thereof, and the

substitution therefor, of the f.ollowing
section:- ~

19. (1) The following provisions shall
apply in the Case of a prospectire
Kandyall marriage in sespect of which
a special licence is required for the Issue
of a marriage notice certificate beforethe
expiry of the period referred to in para
graph (3) (b) (i) of section 18:-

(a) 'Where notice of the.marriage hae
. been served upon the Divisional

Registrar for a division under
paragraph (1) or paragraph (3)
or paragraph (4) of section 16,
a party to th~ ID::?rl'1age.ma.y
~pply to th~ District Regl~t~ar

., 10 whose district that dIVISIon

.. SECOND SCHEDULE

For what duty
Payable by "AmoUAl

whom R,. 0..

Entering a notice of marri- Applicant .. 060
, age at his office
Enterirg a notice of marri- do. 2 so

age at any other place
Issuing cortificate of notice- do. , .1 060
of marriage

For every marriage soleJb • parties to 16()
ized in his office n marriage

For every marriage solemn- do. .~ 6()O
ized outside his C\l' flee
undor soctio,!l38 (1) ( •

For every marriage sclemn- do. 76 00
~ized outside his(' office

undex section 38 (2)
nGO'00do. do. ..

do. do. 2000



III

(2) The following' provrsions sha!l
, apply in the case of .a prospective

Kandyan marriage in respect of :which
a special licence is' required for tlie issue

(ii) if any object1on has been
made under this Act to
the issue of the certi
ficate, unless :an order
has been made under
section 21 overruling that

& objection.

'(d) The District Registrar or such
Divisional Registrar shall not

e issue the licence except upon the
, production of.a certified copy
of the notice served Oil the

e Divisjonal Registrar.

(e) The District Registrar or such
Divisional Registrar shall not
issue the licence .unless the
-applicant therefor makes and
subscribes the declaration
required by subsection (3) of
this section.

\(i) if any luv(ffil impediment or
other lawful hindrance to
the issue of the certificate

~ has been shown to him;
or

c ~s()sii:.uatedor to such Divisional
• Regi~trar for a special licence

authorizing such District Regis
,trar or Divisional Registrar to
issue a certificate before the
expiry of that period.,

(b) Subject as hereinafter provided,
the District Registrar or' such
Divisional Regisfrar shall,
upon the receipt of the applica-

v tion, issue the licence.

(c) The District Registrar' or such
( '~ Divisional Registrar shall not
\ "issue the licence- Co '

c

! '0 ( .

,16 'Births, Deaths and ftlar1"iag~s(Amendl1l-e·nt)
Ltuo , No .. 41 of 1975
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'"

. ,
(d) The District Re~istral' or sues
• ., Di visional Registrar shall not

issue the licence except upon the
. production of a certified copy
.' of the notice served on each iu~ll
Divjsional Registr~r.

.,' ....,';

(ii)

(b) Subject as hereinafter provided,
the District Registrar or either
of such Divisional Registrars

., shall, upon the receipt of the
application, issue the licence.

(c) The District Registrar or such
.Divisional Registrar shall not
iS5'Uethe licence- •

(i) if any iawful impediment or '
other lawful hindrance
'to the issue of either
such certificate lias 'beeD
shown to him: or '

if any objection has been
made under this Act ~
the issue of either. such
certificate, unless an
order has been made"
under section 21 overrul
ing that objection.

,.

c:_\ f"\ )

of ~arria.~e notice certificates before the
expiry of the p~~iod referred-to in para
graph (4) (b) (ii) of section18:-

• 8

(a) Where notice of the marriage hac.
I)been served upon two Divisional
. Registers under paragraph (2),
of section 16, a party to the

'?> Im~rn,age may apply to the
Districi Registrar in whose

, district the division of either ,
such Divisional Registrar ii
si tuated, or to either of such
Di visicnal Registrars, for. a
special licence authorizing e&c,b

~ such Pivisional Registrar to
I) issue a certificate before the

expiry of that period.· '

n '
Birth», Deaths and Marriage.<;(Amendment)

Law, NQ. 41 of 1975 ,



..
(b) that the consent of any person to

the marriage is required by
.this Act and that such consent
has heen obtained (or that the
. consent of any person to the
marriage is not required by this
Act; and

(c) that no objection to the issue of the
< certificate has been made under
this . Act or that any such
objection has been made 'but
has been, overruled by order
made under section 21. ,..

(4) Where the declaration is made
before the District Registrar it shall
bear stamps to the value of thirty rupees
to be supplied by .t,heparty making the
declaration and where the declaration is

, made before the Divisional Registrar it
'shall be'accompanied by a receipt issued
by the District Registrar in proof of
payment of a sum of thirty rupees." ; .

"

,.
(3) Before a special licence is issued.

one of the parties to the intended
marriage shall appear in person before
the Divisional Registrar or the District
Registrar, or where notice bas beengiven
to two ~i-visional Registrars". before
either of the two Registrars and make
and subscrine a. written AeclaratioD to
the following effect: T""

(a) that there isno lawful impediment
or other lawful hindrance to the
marriage;

16 Birth8, Deaths and Marri~ges (Amendme1f,~)
( ,Law, No. 41,pl 1975

c "''''(e) The. District. Registrar or such
: Divisional Registrar shall not

Issue the licence unless the,
applicant therefor makes and
subscribes the declaration
.required by subsection (3) of
this section.' - f ~
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Births, Deaths and !Ifarriages (Ame1l:dment) 19
Law, No. 41 of,.1975

(B) • • "'t ~ .
m se~tlOn 2,3.theseof, 'b:r the' repeal of sub-

s~ctlOn (2) o~ that section and the substitu-
tion therefor,' of the following subsection:-
.' (2) The marriage registration entry-;-

(a) shall be prepared in triplicate, that is to
say, »the original, the second" COl?(,-II
(hereinafter referred to as t 8

(11
(I ~uplicate "), and a third copy which
shall bear an endorsement under the
hand of the registrar to the effect that
it is issued under section 23A; and '.

(0) shall be made- 0

:> (i) in the presence of both parties and
the wi tnesses 'to the marriage;

~ (ii) in any ~uthorized place; and
(iii)" at any time between the authorized

'J bours on ~ny day.';

(C)by the insertion, immediately after section ~3'
thereof, of the following new section which
shall have ,effect as section 23A thereof: _ r--

., Issue of 23A. The third copy referred to in
copy of the preceding section shall .forthwith,ruarrjn.~e
,regiatrlr ~ free' of charge, be delivered or
tion entry transmitted by post to the female party(ree.

to the maeriage by the registrar."; •

(D) in section 24 thereof, by the repeal of sub-
section (1) of that section and the substitu-
tion therefor, of the following subsectIon:-
"(1) For the PllI'hoses of this Act, a

Kandyan marriage s all be deemed t6 be
solemnized and registered in an authorized
place and between the authorized hours on
any day-- .
(a) if the marriage is solemnized and regis-

tered by a District-Registrar-- ...
(i) in his office at any time between the

"hours"of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. on that- dar; or
(ii) in such other place at any time on that

• day as he may in #his absolute
discretion determine .so to do upon
written application made in that
behalf by IJ. party to the marriage; or

L



\

c

r . () e

(b) if th'e marriage is solemnized and registered
" (by. a DivisionalvRegistrar-e- '
(i~ in his officeat any time between the hours

of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. on that day; or
r(ii) in such other place at any time on that

day as the District Registrar in whose
district notice of the ..IIlN:riage has
been given may authorize the Divi.'
siorial Registrar so to do upoa written
application made [il that behalf by a
party to the marriage.";

(E) by the 'insertion, immediately after section 24
thereof, of ~he following new section which
shall have effe~~as section 24A thereof:-

":fteaolutiOlt . 24A. For the <fesolutionof any doubts.
, ~ doubt.. • . h i, d' 1 d f-h . hIt IS erenv ec are , ~at, notwit -

standing anything tp the contrary in
section 24, where any'Kand)Tan marriage
has, before the coming into operation of
this section, been solemnized and regis
tered between the hours of 6 a.m. and
6 p.m. at any place outside the officeof
a District Registrar or Divisional
Registrar, such solemnization and regis-
. tration shall be deemed. to be as valid
and effectual, as if it has been solemnized

(' and registered between the hours of 6
a.m. and 6, p.ra... in the office .of the
District-Registrar or the Divisional
Registrar. ";

(F)·by the repeal of section 26 thereof, and the
substitution" therefor, .of the following new
'section-.· o. .

.. 1tepla.ce~eDt 26 (1), "Where the original of a
.1 original hi
or duplka&. marreage registration entry under t IS
marriage . Act is lost, damaged, has.become illegible
~~~Sira- or is in danger of becoming illegible, anu
.0'1'1 ill the duplicate is available, the Registrar-

e ::::._ General m~y, after due inquiry, cause'a..... to be substituted therefor, a copy of the
e duplicate certified by ~im to have been

made after veri'iication with the dupli
cate and to be a true copy of the dupli-
.cate. Every such copy shall replace the
original and shall, for all purposes, be
(leemedto be the original of the marriage
registration entry. Co

c (' # •

20 Birth», Deaths and 111arriaqes (A mend'llbent)
La'W(, No. 41 oj 1975 '
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(2) WhefEtthe duplicate ot a. marriaze
registration \~ntl'Yunder this Aot is lo~,
damaged, has become illegible or is in
danger ?f. becoming illegible and. the

" original IS m the custody of a Registrar,
the Registrar-General may' after due

{'4(' • I'mqmry, cause to be substituted therefor
(" a coPY ~f the original, certified by the

RegIstrar to have beenmade after verifi
cation with the original and to be a true
copy of the orizinal and, if such Regis
trar is a Divisional Registrar. counter
signed by the District ~egistrar in whose

"' disrrict the division of such Divisional
Registrar is situated. Every such (OpY•
sh~!-!replace the ~uplicate and shall. for
all purpsses, be deemed to bethe dupli
cate of the marriage registration entry.

(3'1 Where hoth the original and the
duplicate of a marriage registration 0

entry under this Act are lost, damaged,
Have become illegible or are in danger
of becoming illegible, the provisions of
section 13 of the Births and Deatbs :

.' Registration Act· shall, mutatis
1- mutandis,· apply to and in relation to the ..
! substitution of copies of such origisal

and duplicate? Such copiesshall replace
the original and duplicate and shall,' for
.all purposes, be deemed tobe the original
marriage registration entry and the
duplicate of the marriage registcation
entl'Y, respectively."; ', A

(G) in section 33 thereof-, ....
(i) by the repeal of subsections (1), (2) and (12)

~ of that section, and the substitution therefor,
of the following subsections respectively:-

, (1) The male pa.r:ty to a Kandyan
marriage may apply for a dissolution of the
marriage on' any ground specified in para- .,
graph (a) or paragraph (c) or paragraph (e)
of section 32 and the female party to a
Kandran marriage may apply for ~ dissolu
tion thereof on any ground specified in
paragraph (b) or paragraph (rl) Drparagraph
(e) of that section. Such application shall be
made to the District Registrar for the district



the duplicate ~ofevery registration ,
entry made under subsection
(10) by such District Registrar
during that inonth; and

(b) if no such entry was made during
that month, a certificate to that
effect. ~

"

. ~

c C ¢ ..

in which the party appl icant resides, or in a
.case where the pa{ty applicant resides out
side the Kandyan provinces to the District
Registrar for the district in which the respon
dent resides or in which the marriage was
registered. Co '

(2) Both parties to a Ka~d)ran marriage
may jointly apply to the Distr ics Registrar \
for the district in which either of the parties
resides or in a case where both parties reside
outside the Kandyan provinces, to the
'District Registrar for the district where the
marriage Was registered for a dissolution of

~<.the marriage on the ground specified in
paragraph (f) of gection 32. '

(\ ~
(12) (a) It shall be th; duty of the District

Registrar to make the entry in his Divorce
Register in respeot of such. order in accord
ance with the provisions of this section.
. (b) Every such entry shall be prepared in
triplicate, that is to say, the original (which
shall be retained by tne District Registrar),
the second copy (hereinafter referred to as
the" duplicate "), and a third copy which
shall bear an endorsement that it is" issued
under the hand of the District Registrar
under this sections .

(c) The third copy shall forthwith, free of
chargee,be delivered or transmitted by post to
the party applicant and in the case of a joint
application, c to the female party.'; and

by the insertion, immediately rafter .subsection
(13) of that section, of the following new sub
sections:-
'.' (14) Every Distrfct Registrar shall., in
respect of each month, by such date as may
be fixed by the Registrar-General, send to
the Registrar-General for custody in his
office-

, (a)

c

e

• ,(Ii)

/

22 , Births, Deaths and lYIaT1'iage<S(Amendment)
e Law, No. {II of 1975
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(17) Where both the original of. the
registration entry madeunder subsection(10)
and ,the duplicate sent to the Registrar
General under subsection (14) are lost,
damaged, have 'become illegible or are in
danger of becoming illegible, the provisions
of section 13 of the Births 'and Deaths
Registration Act shall, mutatis mutandis,
apply to and in relation to the substitution
of copies of such original and duplicate,
Such copies. shall replace the original and
duplicate and shall, for all. purposes, be,
deemed to be the original of" the divorce
registration entry and the duplicate of the
original divorce registration entry, respeo-
t· 1 " 0 dive y. ; aJl

'1 (I,

(16) Where tsheduplicate of a registration
entrv., made under, subsection (10) is lost,
damaged, .has becomeillegible or is in danger.
of becoming illegible and the origirral is in
the custody of- the District Registrar, the

, Registrar-General may, after such inquiry
as he may deem necessary, cause to lie
substituted therefor a copy of the originaJ-..
certified by the District Registrar to have
been made after verification with the 01 iginal
and to be a true copy .of tlie original. Every
such copy 'shall replace the duplicate of the
registration entry and shall, for <tIlpurposes,
be deemed to bo the,duplicate of the oflgiual
registration entry made under sl1bsec~ion(10),

'. '\ ", ' .
B~Ttks> Deattu and Ma'J'1'iages(Amendment) 23

Law, No. 41 0/"1975, .
, (1'5)' Wh('lr~the o1'i,pnal of ~he registration
entry referred; to in subsection (lOj is lost,
damaged, has becomeillegible or is in danger
of becoming illegible, and the' duplicate is
avail~ble,. the Registrar-General may) after
such mgu,lry"as he may deemnecessary;.,cause
such origmai to be replaced by a copy of the
(IIduplicate certified by him to have been'made'
after verification of the copywitbthe dupli
cate. Every such coPy shall replace the
original and shall, for .all purposes, be.
deemed to be the original of the registration
entry made under subsection (10).



~3)The prescribed fee shall be paid in
stamps which shall be supplied by the bride
groom. Such stamps shall be affixed to the
duplicate Qf the entry relating to the
marriage and shall be duly cancelled by the

., (4registrar. ,.

~ 7. The Muslim Marriage and :pivorce A~t is hereby
amended as follows: - '
(A) in' section 18 thereof, by the repeal of sub

sections (2) and (3) 'of that section, and the
sub')£it~tion therefor, of the following
subsections :-

I (2) ,After the' signing' of the declarations
'Teferr~d to in subsection (1), the registrar
shall enter, in Sinhala or in Tamil, a state
ment of the, particulars of the marriage} in
'triplicate, that is to say, the original, the
second copy (hereinafter referred to as the
" duplicate ")" and a third copy, in a
marriage <' register, which he is hereby
r~quired to keep for that purpose subst,an;
tially in form IV set out in the Eirst
Schedule. The third copy shall bear an
endorsement under the hand of the registrar
to the effect that it is issued under section
19A,

(H)
, ~ t!J ~ •

in section 56 thereof, 'by th~ repeal of subsection
(2) of that section,f and the substitution

r therefor, of the following subsectionr-e-
1(2) Such copy or extract, if purporting to

be made under the hand of the, Registrar
General 01' an Assistant Registrar-General
or the District Registrar, ""01' an Aeiditional
District Registrar, or the Divisional
Registrar' and the third copy issued under
sections 23A and 33 (12) shall be received as
prima facie tlvidence of the matters to which
it. relates without any further proof of bhe
entry.',' e.

(), .~
" PART IV '

AMENDMENTSro 1'BE :MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND
DIVORCE ACT

(' i '
i, +.

24 Births, Deaths and Marriages (Amendment) , '
e : Law: No. 41 ..0/ 1975

r

it.JaI'actaeat'
If :w.oal.ia
W:.lTi~ •... i
DinroeA.t.
(Oha~\.r 116),
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29. (1) The Quazi who is required in'
accordance with the Second Schedule or
Third Schedule to registefa divorce shall
enter, in Sinhala or in Tamil, a state
ment of the particulars of the divorce
in triplicate, that is to say, the original,
the second copy (hereinafter referred to '
as the <t duplicate ") and a third copy, "
in a divorce register, which he is hereby
required to, keep for that purpose subs-
tantially in form V set out in the First
Schedule. The third copy shall: bear an
endorsement under the hand of"the Qnazi
to the effect that it is issued under
section 29,\(5).

• , Regidration
uf diTOtee.

, 3 n

~(B) in section 19 11h~reo1,'l'oy~the repeal of sub
section (1) of 'th8:t section, and tbe substitu
tion therefor, of the following subsection i-c-

~
" (1) The statement of particulars e~tered

in the register in respect of each marriage
shall be signedjn the original, the duplicate
and (he third copy, by-
(a)i) the brid~room; and.
(b) in every case where the' consent of the

wali has not been dispensed with
under section 47 and ,is required by
the Muslim law governing the sect to
which the bride belongs, the wali of

~ the bride; and o .~
(c) the person who conducted the Nikah A

ceremony connected with the marriage;
and ';'I fI

(d) two witnesses, being persons present a.t
the Nikal: Ceremony; and

(e) the registrar."; ,

" ne) by the msertion, immediately after section 19
~ 'thereof, of the following new section which

'

shall have effect as section H,)A thereof:-
,•• tUlle ~ , ,19A. The third copH'~referred to in the
Ottt:>Plof ?\
rmgl5lratioo preceding section sha forthwitu, free of
CJo'ry Cree, . charge, be delivered or transmitted'by

, r post to the female party to the marriage
by the registrar."; r

(10) by the repeal of section 29 thereof, and the
substitution therefor, offollowing section::-

, "\ 51
Births, Deathssanii },If arriaqes (Amendment) 25

Law, No. 41 of 19'75
)
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70. Every book or register of a Qu~zi

or of a registrar, and everr general regis
ter, and every copy of every entry in any
such book or register and every extract
therefrom, certified under the hand of
the Registrar-General or a District
Registrar or the Secretary to the Board'
of Quazis or a Quazi or a registrar to
be a true copy or ~extract,. and every
document referred to in section 69 and
every copy of any such document, or. any
entry in any such document certified I

.1
_I

'.

e.

.. Registers ,
and copies
to be
evidence.

(2) the entri.t~ relating to any divorce
r in the divorce register shall be signed

in the original, and in the duplicate and
in the third copy by the Quazi and by the
husband and wife if present at the time
. the entries are made.

r,
(3) The divorces to be registered under

subsection (1) in the divorce register
shall- c' r

(a) be entered, each on a page, on con
secutive pages of that register,
commencing with the first page
for the first divorce to be regis-

'tered, and , ~ ,
(b) be numbered consecutively in that

'register, in tile order of time in
which tlre Quasi registers those
divQl'ces. ,

(4) The party applying for 'a divorce
shall pay the prescribed fee to the Quazi
as soon as the proceedings.for the divorce
are commenced. "The prescribed fee shall
be paid in stamps and such stamps shall
be affixed to the duplicate of the entries
relating to- the divorce and shall be duly
cancelled by the Quazi.

(5) Upon the registration of a divorce
the third copy referred to in this section
shall forthwith, free of charge, be deli
vered or transmitted by post to the party
applying for the divorce by the Quazi.';

• < (E)' by' the repeal of section 70 "thereof and the
I . substitution therefor, of the following

section :-

r

tr
26 Births, Deaths and 1JI1arriag(1s(A mendment)

, Law, No. J,.1 of 1975
r
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• 76. (1~ Where the original of any
marriage or divorce entry made by a'
registrar or a Quazi is -lost, damaged,
h 1.S become illegible 'or is in danger of
becoming illegible, the Registras-General •
may, if the duplicate is available, cause
the missing document to be"replaced by
a copy of such duplicate, such copy-being
certified by the Registrar-General to be .
a true copy. Every spch copy so certi
fied shall replace the original and shall,
for "all purposes, be deemed to be the
original of such entry. .
(2) Where the duplicate of any

marriage or divorce entry made by a
registrar or a Quazi is lost, damaged,
has become illegible or is in danger of
becoming illegible, ~heRegistrar-General ,.,
may, if the original of such entry is
available, cause the missing document to
be replaced by a copy of such original,
such copy being certified by the registrar
or the 9uazi to be a. tl:ue copy and
countersigned by the DIstrIct.Registrar.
Every such copy so certified and counter
signed shall, ~or all purposes, be deemed
Co be t?e duplicate of such entry.

: lD~mage of
.allphcate and
:rii1;Jinal
'.llDlrieB. and
~D6truction
<:.[ .rduplicaf.<',
.::~~
::-i:iginal
rot:trica.

. :,:;I

,I
~ :,1

Births, Deaths and Marriages.(Amendment) 27
'Law, No. M of 1975' •

i ....'l\ ~ • .
~ l

under ths'hand of We District Registrar
to be a true copy issued under seation 19A
and section 29 (5) shall be prima, facie
evidence in all courts of the dates and
facts contained or set out in such book,
.r...egister, rJgeneral register, copy "or
extract. " ; ,

~ /

(F) by the repeal of section 7~ thereof and the
substitution therefor, of the following
section;-

... Booke, .te., 72. Blank books for registers and
10 be

; luppJied blank books for all oth~r records required
• Cree.. ,1)' to be kept by Quaz1sand registrars shall

be furnished free of charge "by the.
District Registrae on the application of
any Quazi or registrar." ; f\

(G) by the repeal of secaion 76 thereof, and the
substitution therefor, of the' following
section: _. . "



C> tJ (" ~.

t: ,(3) Where hc1t~. the duplicate and the
original of a finarriage or divorce entry
made by a registrar or a Quazi are lost,
damaged, have become illegible, or are
in danger of becoming illegible, the
provisions of section 13 of "theBirths an?
Deaths Registration Act 'shall, mutatis
mutamdis, apply to and in rehation to the
substitution of copies of such duplicate
and original. Such copies shall replace
the original and duplicate entries and
shall, for all purposes, be deemed to be
the' (original and duplicate entries.:
respectively."; and r;

• 0 ~

(II) .in section 97 tbereof', by the--omission of the
o definition of the word 1,' duplicate;'.'.

( I·
~ !,'

r 28 Births, Deatlts and Llfa1'1~iaies( A m~ndment)-
c Law, No. (.41 of 1975"
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