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• •.(3) \Vhere a member of the Commission is by
reason of illness, infirmity or absence ~),ODl Sr~ Lanka
temp(H'al'ily unable to perform the duties of his .offic~,
the Minister mav appoint any person to act In his
place. ~
!l..t: 1-1478-10 ll,i (75/0C).,

(2), A person shall .be. disqualified from being
appointed or for continumg ~'lS a m~ml?er of the ,.
Commis~ion if he is a member of the National State.,
Assernblv. • 0

Member.
ortbe
Commiuion.

4. (1) The· Commission shall consist of seven
Imembers appointed hy the Minister.

:-- '

Tbe
COIXulIiseion
to bo liMy
corporate.

3. The Commission shall, by the' name assisned
~to it by section 2. be a body corporate and shall htlve
lI)el'pet.l1uJ succession an-i a oommorr'seal and may sue
sand he sued in i~s OW11 name. ~

Nfltiooal
Price.
Comminion.

, ~
. 2. There shall be established, on the appointed ~
Uint.e, a Commission which shall be called the National
ll'rkes -Commission (hereafter in' this Law referred
lito as the " Commission "), and which shall consist A

oof the persons who are for the time being members A

cof the Commission under section 4. .

ESTADLISFDIEN'r OF THE NATlO~AL PRICES
COMMISSION

PART'I
"

Sbort. title
and date ot
operation.

1. This Law may be cited as the National Prices
U'oUll1lissioll Law, 'No. 42 of 1$)75, !lnd shall come into
D.'peI'lltion Oil such date (in this I-aw referred to as the
" appointed date ") as the Minister may appoint by ..
mrdel' published -in the Gazette.

IDE it ennc'Ced by the-National State Assembly of the
lUepublic of Sri Lanka as follows: - .

!t\ LAW TO PROVIDE Fon.',1'I'HE ESTADUS~ME:WT OF A
NATIO~AL PRICES COMMISSION F.OR THIi FOR{'IULA
LATION AND IMPLEMENT.-\TION Oil' A NATIONAL PRICE
POLICY; AND FOR ALL· MATTEHS CONl'."ECTED
TRETtEWI1tp OR INCmENTAL THERETO. •

"

r., D.-O. 48/74.

" \. 0
.7I.7(/l'ional ~.)1,t'les C07n7nisS1:0n Law

I • ,No .. 12 of 1975. .
\



r (5) The Minister may without assigning any reason
,terminat~ the appointment of any member' of the
Commission as Chairman, and such termination shall
not be called in question in jmy court or tribunal.

6. AU or any of the members of the Commission
may be paid such ~emuneration as may be dete-r:m~ned
by the Minister WIth the concurrence of the Minister
in charge of the subject of Finance. • .

Remunera.tion
of members
of the
COaJ]li .. i.n,

",(3) The Chairman of the Commission shall, unless
he resigns or is removed from or vacates the officeof
Chairman earlier, hold such office during the term foJ.'
which he is a member of the Commission. .

(4) The Chairman of the Commission may resign
the office of Chairman by fetter addressed to r, the
Minister.

(7) AllY momher of the 'Commission vacating office
by efiluxion of time shall be eligible for reappointment.

- ,~;~:n~ 5. (1) The Minister shall : appoint one of the
Commillioo. ' members of the Commission as the Chairman' of the

Commission.

(2) If the Ch~ir~;n of the Commission is
temporarily unable to function as Chairman, the
Minister may appoint-any-member of the Commission
to act as Chairman of the Commission.

2 Na~ional P-ricesCo).\nir-sion L~w,
c No. 42 of 1975

,_ (' (.l

(4) The Minister -msy zvitho' It assigning any reason
remove any member of the ~Gommiasion from office.
The removal of any member of the Commission from
office shall not be called in question in any court or
tribunal. "

(5) A member of the Commission may resign from
the Commission by letter addressed 'W .the Minister,

. (6) Subject to the provisions pf subsections (4) and
(5), the term of office of the members of the Commis
sion shall be three years:

Provided that' a - member of the Commission
appointed in place of a member who resigns or is
removed or otherwise vacates office, shall.unless he

~ earlier 'resigns or is removed or otherwise vacates
office, hold officefor th~ unexpired part of the term of
office of the member whom he .succeeds.

r,



··

(5) The officers, servants and advisers of the ...
C;ommission shall be remunerated at such rates as may
t1le determined by t~e Commission in consultatio!l ~it!t
,nhe Minister and WIth the-zoncurrence of the Minister
im charge of the subject of Finance.

(6) All officers, servants and advisers of the
Commission shall be deemed to be state officers
\Within the meaning of and for the purposes of the
fPenai Code. <J.p. I~.

•

Member. to
disclose
intereat
in any
decision
to be
made by
CommiuiOll.

3

.,

.
(4) The provisions of. ~sub&Mtion(2) of section 9·

f (oother than the provisions of paragraph '(a) pf thatJ ruubsection) of the Motor Transport "Act, ~o. 48. of
~ 1£957, shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to and Inrelation
; ton any officer of the state service who'is temporarily
. sjppointed to the staff of the 'Commissio~, and the
:~pLrovisions of subsection (3) of the aforesaid sec~IOtI.9
: !l:ball, mutatis mutandis, apply to and In relation to
-:amy officer in the stats service who is permanently
. 3lP.;:>opinted to such staff,

•
CJ I
• I'

National;P,~'cesC~mmission~aw,
No, 42 o/197Q· )~ ":l.. -A member of '~he C~mmffision who is directly

;! Or indirectly interestel..;i'in any mutter. which forms the
flibJe_ct of any proceeding of the Commission. or of any
i ~~OclslOnproposed to be made by the Commissiop shallI dlBSc1os~the nature of his interest a,'t a meeting ~f the
Coommlsslon. and such member shall not take part in
an}y proceed~pg or decision in respect of such maeter.

"
8. (1) <!) There shall be appointed with the· Officer. and

OOIDCUrrenc.e?f the Minister, a 'Secretary-General to . ~~~hDnt8
thae Ccmmissicn (hereafter in this Law referred to as Commiuion,
ili.:e ".Secretary-General "). The Secretary-General

· shsal] be the chief ·executive officer of the Commission
arnd shall at all times act under lithe direction of the
Cmmmissif.}n. ~ "

• ft
(' "', ...

(2) There shall be appointed such other officers,
5eJ!l'Vantsand advisers as are necessary for the perfor-

- IDBanceof the work of the Commission, "

(3) At the request of the Commission any officer o'{
thae state service may, with the consent of the officer
amd the Secretary to the Ministrv in charge of the
ruubjeqt of Public Administration, be temporarily"?

. ajppointsd to the staff of the Commission for suclli~eeriod as may be determined by ~he Commission with
t lilke consent, or- may be permanently appointed to the
ist.~affof the Commission, e
:.



, ,

(a) to examine any request made- to it under section
17 or under section 18, and in approprIate
cases, to fix the maximum factory, w~ole~ale
or retail prices above which any artIcle

f

13. The functions of the ';ommission shall be_:-

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE CO:MMISSION
r-

PART II
(

11. The seal of the Commission shan be in the
custody of the' Chairman ..

12. The application of the seal of the Commission
~li'all be authenticated by the signature of the Chair
man or some other member of the Commission
authorized tovauthenticate the application of such
seal.

r· "
(3) The Chairman ot any meeting of the Commission

shall have, in addition to his own vote, a casting vote:
c

(4) Subject to the other .provisions of. this Law and
any regulations made thereunder, the Commission

r may regulate the procedure in regard to its meetings
~ and the transaction of busine~s at such meetings.

10. No act PI' proceeding of the Commission shall .
be invalid by reason only of the existence' of a ,aca:Q.cy
among its members or any defect in the appointment
of. jmy 0'£ its members. ,

9. (1) Where the Chairman is present 3:t any
meeting of the Commission, Yle shall p.@8sideat such
meeting, and in the absence of the Chairman the
members present at'a. meeting ofthe Commission shall
choose from among themselves a Chairman for that
meeting.

(2) The quorumsfor any meeting of the Commission
shall be three. a c

4 :\1 r. I 1~' C' 1 . . L',, Natrona ' }'tees om m't~S'lOn aw,
. No. 42 of i975

f
,(7) The Commission t.l3hallf: be deemed to be a

scheduled institution within] the meaning of the
Bribery.Act and the provisions of that Act shall be
corrsttued -accordingly. ,

Functions
and powers
of the
Commiuion.

Custody ot
the seal
of the
Commission.

( 'Applica~ion
of 'he leal
of the
Commiaaion.

·Commission
may ac'
d'1spite a
vacancy.

(

Proceeding,
at meeting.
QI the '
Commission.

Cap. 26.



Provided. however, that nothing in this subsection'
h lall be read and construed' as enabling the Commis
:!oon_by notice to require any person to f~rnish a'~lr
mforrnation or to produce any document, ,It the dis
~!Qosureof such information or the production of such
!aJCllment by such person is prohibited bv any
.rrovision of the Inland Revenue Act, No, 4 of 19()3,
r: the Exchange Control Act, Cap. 4~.

:f5. (1) The Commission ma:r by 'notice require Pow6r.~,
:.nay person to furnish any such information or "to . ;°':JI8I:~:
yrfroducc any such document as ~he"Commission may ilI!ormatioD..
»snsider necessazy for the proper exercise ,of its
toowers or the -discharge of its functions, and It shall
:-e! the duty of any person who re~eilleS such notice
:') .comply with the terms-of such notice, n~twlthsta!l~-
!nJlg t;he provisions of any written. law Wlll,chprohibit
:tJolchperson from disclosing such information or from
~rroducing such document:

Power 10
require
lII&intenance
of record.
and the
lumilhing

not return.:

5

I(0) to furnish to the Commission returns in respect
'" of such matters, at such intervals and in such
forms as may be' determined ,.by jhe
Commission. ' :>

. 114. ?-,he Commission may zequire the manufac
~llrel'S, importers and-distributors of any article and
nee Government Department or public Corporation
:nggaged in the provision of any service-

Ha) to maintain records in respect of such matters
and in such forms as may be determined by
the Commission; and ..

(I

1(6)

National P?'i';fJ$Commissum. La';'
No, 42 of 1975' J

) ~ ~
1\ ..'

referred to in; ~ucIi' re"qt~st shall not be sold
Or .~o set out the price structure according to
.which such prices shall be fixed; "

~: n

to examine any matter specified in a reference
mads t? .it under section 23. and to ten~el'
advl,tOein respect of such matter, in the form
of a report to the relevant agency making
sireh reference: $

,(c) to examine any matter specified in a reference
made to it under section 24 and to tender
ad vice in respect of such matter, in the form
of a report to the Minlster' makin"g such
re.ference., ;>

"

.., ...



/'

{q,) without sufficient reason publishes any statement
or does anything during the progress or -after
the conclusion of any inquiry conducted by

~

{4) Where any p.erson-
r '

c.

"
r (2) The Commission may give to all persons
interested ill any matter which forms the subject of
-an inquiry held under this section an opportulllty of
.being heard and of producing such evidence; oral ~r
documentary, as in the opinion of the CommIsSIonIS
relevans to such ,matter.

(3) For the purposes of any 'inquiry held by the
Commission under. too provisions of subsectio~ (~),
the,Commissionshall have all the powers of a District
Court-

(a) to sD:mmonand compel "the attendance of any
. WItness;

t' ,(b) to compel the production of documents; and

• (c) t-o administer any o~th or -affirmation to any
witness.

I' 16. (1) The Commission may hold such inquiries
_,-as it may deem necessary or expedient for the

.", gischarge of its functions. ~

(\ e
(3) No information contained in a return furnished

under section 14, and no information furnished or
the contents of a: document produced, in compliance
with the terms of ~'notice issued under this section
. shall be published or communicated by the Commission
to any other person except with the consent of the
'person furnishing such return or information, or
producing such docume£'t, as the case may be, or in
the course of the discharge of '(,he functions of the
Commission. 0 0

6

e (l . f' . l'I

National P'rices Com'fl·:issz,onLaw,
r 'No. .42 0/ 1975 r

• C n 1':' Ii
(2) Where a person is prohiqited by the provisions

of any w~ritt:'enlaw from disclosing a~lYinformation
or from producing any document which he may be
required to<'discloseor to produce under the provisions
of subsection (1), such disclosure or production by him
shall, notwithstanding anrthin~ to the contrary in any
such written law, not be deemed to be a tsntravention

~of such written law.

Power to
hold
i.Ivluirie!!. e



(6) In any proceedings for the punishment of an
Eff~nceof contempt which the District Court may
nink fit to take cognizance of as provided In

.. ,

"

f(5) Where the Commission determines that a person
aes committed any offence of contempt against or in
iesrespeot of its authority, the Commissionmay cause,.
5; Secretary-Genera;l 'to ¥ansmit to the District
<Durta certificate setting out its determination; ev~ry
nclr certificate shall be signed by the Chairman.

'.,(iii) refuses or fails without cause, which in
the opinion of the Comnxssion is.
reasonable, to produce and show to-the
Commission any document which is in
his possession or power, and which in
the, opinion of the 'Commission is
relevant to any matters being inquired
into by the Commission,
f\ ••

iceh person shall be guilty of the offenceof contempt
gsainst or in disrespect of the authority of the
oxnmission .

, ~
-National Prii}es Commission Law., 7

') No. 42 of 1975 •
, • 'J ~ ,-, \.). .
such 90~miEj,5ion,' whiCh may bring the
C.ommlsslon or .,any member thereof into
disrepute; or -'

(~b)interferes with the' lawful .proce:s of ,the
, Commissio~; or '

"
(c~c)i~' the '?o~rse of !~n inquiry heid under the

provrsions oj subsection, (1)-

(i) fails without cause, which in the opinion
of the Commission is reasonable, to
appear before' the Commission at the
time and place 0specified in any

o summons issuedby the Commissionto
such person: or ~

Q
(ii) refuses to be sworn, 'or having been,du1y

sworn, refuses or fails without cause,
which in tile opinion of the Commis
sion is reasonable, to answer any"
questions put to him relating to any

, ? matters, being inquired into by the
Commission; or r



(b) in tIle case of an article in respect of which there
is- an Order under section 20, fOT the time
being in force. fixing the maximum Hrices
above which such, article! shall not he sold, or

,. r: ~

~EQUESTS, REFERENCES, A.~D DIRECTIOXS TO
• • '0 THE COl\E\IISSION

ifi. If it appears to the Controller of Prices that
there is or there Is likely to arise in Sri Lanka a
shortags of any article, other than a psescribed article,
or any unreasonable increase in the price of such 'first
mentioned article or that the price at which such
a.rticle. is being sold is excessive, he may request the
Commission-c. "

(a) to fix. the maximum faetorv. whol~sale or retail.
prices above which such article shall not he
sold 01' set out the price structure according
to which such maximum prices shall be fixed;
.01'

PART III"

~ <-

(81 Every offence of contempt committed against or
r in disrespect of the authority of the Commission shall
.r be punishable by the District Court under section 41
!1) of the Administration of Justice Law, No. 44 of
1973, as though it were an offence of contempt of
that Court committed in )ts presence.

(7) In any proceedings taken as provided in sub
section (8) for the punishment of any alleged offence
..of contefnpt against or in disrespect of the authority
of the Commission, no{.member. of· the Commission
shall'.,except with his own consept , be .summoned and
examihed as a WItness.

8
r J' ,\

National. Prices Com/.)islion Law,
Woo 42 of 1975

, r r:.

subs.ection ~8), any :ctohlli:en~ f.~ul'Porting to be a
certificate signed and transl}lltted to the Court under
subsection (5) shall- .

. (; t •

(a) be received in evidence and be deemed to be
such a certificate without further proof unless
the contrary is provesl ; and . e..

(b) be conclusive .evidence that the determination
set out in 'the certificate was made by the
Commission and of the facts stated in the
determination.

Controller of
Prices may
request
Commission
to fix the ,
prices, or to I
tlet out the

, Ilrice
structure, o{
certain
article •.
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" .~

. (3) If, after examination of a.' request made ~nder
Cl:.t.er of the aforementioned sections and a considera
tion of the views and comments, if any; submitted
in relation thereto under subsection (2) or by the
Controller of Prices, the Commission is satisfied that
such request is reasonable, it shall-

5ion 011
receipt of
II request
UDder
section 17
or section
18.

.(2) The views and "comments. referred to in sub-
J section (1) .shal] be submitted in such manner and
within such period as mn.y be determined by the",
Commission: ~

.'

Requeltl
under
sections 17
nut! 18 to he
in forms
determined by
(ommissioll.

~.

..,
}I 18. A relevant agencv may in <the case of an ReleVR1I1
t ,... ·t· 1 . b ] • • h . 0 d de ogeDCY moy~ au 1~ e· In respect of w iich j. ere IS an r er un er request
,> ~6ectlO)}20 for the. time beinz in force fixinz the . Commiesionf . ,_ . b .'" I:> to vory tbe
",nma:nmum prrces above which such article shall not prict18 fixed
~ r;,.;e sold or settinz out theprice structure accordinz to by Or~et tor
! hi 1 F> - b b 3D article.1:r 1(; 1 such maximum prices shall be fixed, request t ~
iG'ommiss ion to vary the prices fixed or the price
! r~t.ructl1J'e sec out L}T such Order ". ,..". . ~
1 #

: 19. All requests made under section 17 or section
1 lOSshall be ill, forms determined for the purpose by the
.OCommission. "
I,

"
20. (1) Upon receipt of a request under' section Procedure

:Ii or sectiou 18, tl\? Commission may cause a notice ~F~rm;i~.
- ito be published in the Gazette, ~"O the effect that it
. has received such request and' inviting any persons
interested in such request to submit to it their views

Iand comments on such request.

n

1. Provided ,that .the 9011 troller of Prices may, where
~ flEledeems r[ necessary to do so in a case of extreme.
i UI!rge!lcy, efix, by Order published in the Gazette, the
• lllllaXIn1U1l1 prices of such article" and at the same timer !lIluke such a req nest to the Commission; and such
.' ~l'del' shall, until confinned 01' varied by the Commis-
. ~I!IOll,be deemed to be an Order made by the Commission
u:mdel' section 20.. 0

~ . ~
National hhces Commission.Law
. ') No. 42 of 1975 '

, ~ 1.\ '. ., . .
setting out f:the price structure accordinz to
which such maximum prices shall be fixed, to •
yary the maximum prices £xed,ol: the price
structure set out by such Order: (\



"

21. Where a. request is made to the Commission
under section 17 or section 18, it shall exercise the
powers and discharge" the duties' conferred and
imposed on it by section 20 in relation to such request
within a period of two months from the date on which
such request is .received: t>

"Provided &hatthe Minister may, from time to time,
by Order published in the Gazette, extend ~he time
within which the Commission shall exercise such
powers or discharge such duties iu respect of such
request.

. .
(6) Wher~ a request under section 17 o~ sectioi}'18

is' in respect only of the retail or of the wholesale or
or the factory price, as tlfe case may be, of an article,
the Commission, when fixing by an Order under sub
section (3) the maximum retail or wholesale or factory
price," as the case may be, above which such article
shal~pot be sold, may by the same Order also fix the
maximum wholesale and factory prices- or the mn:x~
mumretail and factory prices; or the maximum retail
and wholesaleprices, as the case may be, above which
such article shall not be sold. ~

(4) Every Order made ~under subsection {3) shall
come inso operation on the date olf which such Order
is published in the Gazette: 0

. ,,(5).An Order under subsection (3) may prescribe
. the conditions of the sale of the article specified in
.,.such Order, including conditions-as to the time and
place of the sale and the quantity and quality of the.
article to be sold.•

,. ".,
National Prices Commilsion. Law,

. No . .42 of /975, r

(a) ,in the cac;;'eof a ~e~ue:t mJJe under section 17
J (a), .by Order published in the Gazette, fix

,t,he maximum factory, wholesale or retail
prices above which the article referred to in
such request, shall not be sold or set. out the
price' structure according to. which such
maximum prices shall be fixed; and

(b). in the case of a crequest .madc under se~tion 17
(b) or. section 18, vary the Order fixing the
maximum factory, wholesale. or retail prices
above which the article referred to in such
request, shall not be sold or setting out the
pxice structure .. according to which such
maximum prices shaJ-Jbe fixed. ('

10

" u

. Time limit
within
which
powers and
duties •
under
section !O
are to be
exercised
and
discharged.



~

•

24. (1) Any .Minister mav, either of his own" Adyjaory.~ hi b referencelJllotion or on representations made to lID Y ~
werson or any body of ~rsons, refer any question
melating to the price of any article or th~ ch~rge for
aany service to the Commission for examl~atlOn and
Jreport, and accordingly, the Commissionshall ex:~ine
ssuch question and send its report to the Minister
Imakbg such reference within such period as may be

.. .' J
:speCIfiedin such reference.

(2) A relevant agency shall npt vary the price of
·1 .preecribed article or the charge for any prescribed
- 3el'rVice until after the Commission has examined and'
re'~ported,on the question ef sech variation of price or ft
:.J:narge,as the case may be:

Provided that a relevant agency may, where it is
deeemednecessary to do so, in a' case of extreme
airgency, vary Cneprice of such pl'esc:ibed arti~le.or
ilile charge for such prescribed serXlCe, pending a
reeport from the Commission on a reference made by
sumhagency under subsection (1),

Obligatory
reference
in ,hec ...
ot variation
ot pnee
•or chari.
ot any
prescribed
article
or prescribed
.. rn.:..

· ?la. (l:j A relevant agency"proposing to.."vary the .
·Pfllce of a prescribed article or the ~harge for any
; !>rescrlbed service shall inform the Commissionof its
; ?r<x>p~sal and shall, refer to the Commissiqn the
~=xmm~nation of the ques~i~nof such proposed variation
)f pries or charge, as the case may be, and accordingly

: :hoo Commission shall examine such question and report-
• :.0 the relevant agency making such reference within
sueohperiod 'as may be specified in such reference. ,..~ ~

( ~ "j:~'.zJ~ Where an Order is rescinded or varied by the
~...~~ls~er under. -subsection (1), notification of such
'11~~mlsslon or vartation ,~ha.lIbe published in the Gazette
,~ndi the Order made under section 20 shall be deemedni:~'be res\.Juded or varied, as the case may be, with
;;re~?t i_rom the dat,l!lof such publication but without
::--reeJu~:hceto anythmg done or suffered thereunder or
J~j'f right, obligation or liability acquired, accrued or ~
·:.nc·:urred thereunder. . ,"

It

Power oC
Minister to
rescind or
Taryan
Order made
under
eeclion ?O:

any'

11
i -1 ' . '.~ ( .' . ~

Naiiona] Pi!ices Commission Law
. " NC? .42 oj 1975 ,,'

; O"\. 6 ".

) 2~2. (1). The Minis ..ter {nay rescind or vary
.1 l"dftermade by the Commission under section 20,, ..



28. The remuneration po.}rable under section 6 to
members of the Commission, and.all other expenditure.
incurred by the Commission in the exercise of j~ci
powers, the·dischaTge of its du.ties and the perfor-.
mance of its functions under this Law shall be paid
out of moneys voted for the purpose by the NatiO,naJ
State Assembly. 0

MISCELLAl~EOUS•..
,..

PART V

27." The provisions o'f Part II of th~ Finance Act,
No:' 38 of 1971, shall, mutatis mutaauiis, apply to the
financial control and accounts' of the Commission.

•

(. I

26. The financial year- of the Commission shall be
the period of twelve months commencing on the first
day .Qf January each year .

II

(3) There shall be paid opt of th~ Fund of the
Commission all such sums of money required to defray
the expenses 'incurred by the Commission in the

... exercise, discharge and performance of ~ts pO'wers,
duties and functions under this" Law or any other
written law, and. all such sums of money as a~e
required to be paid by tbe- Commission by or under
. r "this Law. { "

~
(a) all such amount; as may be {;otecl from time to

time by the National State Assembly for the
use of the Comm ission ; and .

(b) all such sums ot money that may be received by
. t~e Commission in the exercise, dcscharge

and performance of "its powers, duties and
functions, .t

25. (1) The Commission' shall have its own Fund.
(2),There shall be paid in4p the Fund of the

Commission-s- - ...

.)r'

r

I r r, f!
Ntuioual Prices C01Jl,1ld);8io~tLaw,

1Vb.42 of 1976. ;-.!
PA]_~T IVr ;. ~

FINANCE Al'fD 'ACCOUNTS 0'F TUB CONll\USSION~.

12

Expenditure
of the
Commiseion.

l:llDr] of the
Commission.



~
(3) Every regulation made by the Minister shal] be

published in the Gazette and shall come into operation
on the date of such publication or en such later date
as may be specified III such regulation.
, .

, (4) Every regulation made by the 1tIinister shall,
as soon as convenient after its publication in- the
Gazette, be brought before the National State
Assembly for approval. Any regulation which is not
so approved shall he deemed to be rescinded as from
tb,e date of such di-approval. but without. prejudice to
anything previously done thereunder. _,~

(5) Notification of the date on which any regulation
bade by the Minister is so deemed to be rescinded shall
e published in the"Gazette.

ao. (1) The Minister may make regulations for ~Regulationa
tlth~ purpose of carrying out or giving effect to the ;r

DPrlllciples and' provisions of tli1s Law. '
~ ~ 0

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
ggenera.lity of the powers copfel'red by subsection (1),
tithe Minister may make reg-ulations-' ,

l ~ ~

(a) for all matters stated or required by this Law
to be prescribed;

(b) prescribing articles and services for the purposes
of-this Law: . to' "

(c) prescribing th~ manner in which meetings 'of
the Commission shall be convened:

, . .
(dj prescribing the manner of conduct.of meetings

of the Commission;, ~ ~
(e) prescribing the persons bX whom, and the manner

in which, the expenses of witnesses summoned
to attend inquiries held by the Commission,
are to be paid.

(a) against th~ Commission for 'any, ",'letwhich in
good faith IS done or purported t6' be done
by the Commission under this Law; or

(b) against any member, officer or servant 0'1 the
Commission for any act which in sood faith

':"]s done Ol.~purported tf,) be done by tim under
this Law.

, Protection
Cor action
takon
under
this Law.

~
29• .-No civil

imsti tIIted-

13.~ Natio~l1Ll ;J'ices C'om,;nissio~ Law
}lTo I.") f 19'''1- 1".• "'.J 0 '"{J,
.1 ~ f\

Ot crl~nip.)<11·proceedings shall be
, I •.



II ..

Provided that no such director, officer or partner
shall be deemed guilty of that offence if he proves
that such offence was committed ~without bis know
ledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prev~nt
the commission of such offence.~ .

(3) No.prosecution for any offence under this Law
shall be instituted except with the written san~tlon
of the Attorney-General. II

shall be deemed guilty of that offence:

(b), if the body of persons is a firm, every partner
of that firm, ft '

I

"

r .shall be guilty of an offence under this Lsw and shall,
on conviction after trial before aMagistrate, be liable
to a fine nat exceeding fi.ve thousand rupees or to
imprisonment of either description for a period not
exceeding one year or to both such fine and
... • r-imprisonment. ,
r " " .,

(2) Where any offence under this Law is committed
by a body of persons, then-
" (a) if the body ot persons is a body-corporate, every

director and .officer of such body corporate;
and "

f"I e
(c) knowingly makes ~ny false statement in any

, return furnished by hi~ under this Law, or
r: knowingly furnishes any false information

when required by ilie Commission to furnish
any information,

c

(ii) to furnish any information or to' produce
any 'document when required to do.so
by a notice sent under section 15; or

(i) to furnish a return when required by the
Commission to. do so.under section 14;
or

• f')

"
r-

(b) omits or refuses-

14 Nati67wl p;'ices'~om~iSs~~~
~ . No. 42 0.1 19\'15

31. (1)~\.nY person ~hoL ~ (i .

(a) cont~'avEme~o~ fails to. ~ofnply with any provi
r sions ofthis Law, .61' any direction lawfully
given, or- any requirement lawfully imposed
under this Law; or

r ,
r

o.lJences aDd
penaltiet.



(b) in relation; ~o a prescribed article or"a
prescribed service, means the Chair
man of the public Corporation or the
'Head of the Government"Department
manufacturing or distributinO' such
artiC'leor providing sJch servi~e.

" relevant agency "_
(a) ir..' relation to any article, other than a

prescribed article, meansthe manufac
turer, .importer or distributor of such
article or any other person responsible
for fixing. the price of such article;
ud

.,
,I( prescribed " means prescribed by regulation

made under, this Law;
• • (l

II< public Corporation". means .any corporation,
board or other body "Whichwas or is estab
lished by or under any written law other than
the CompaniesOrdinance with capitalpartly
or wholly provided by the Government by
w?--yof grant, loan or other form;

Cap. ITI.

II( Controller of Prices ".,means the Controller of. ') .,
Prices appointed under' section '2 of the

, '
Control of Prices Act;

III Chairman" means the peason appointed under
;")this Law to be or to act as Chairman of the
Commission; ~

.!
-

Illt,rpretation.

Thi. Law
to prevail
orer other
wriHen
la;".

15

....·1;--,.-.....·---.....--. .
-1 Ndtionfl Prices Commiss'io·h,Law,}. Jlo. 1;2 oj 1975 '

' 332. The provisi(~S ~ t~is- ~~w ghali have effect
l:.ottwitbstandlllganything contained .in any other

~~ritten law, all~l accordingly, In. the event of any
::~mflict, or inconsistency between the provisions of this
~.Lnw and such other written law, the provisions of
tbiis Law shall prevail.

I 333: In lhis Law," unless the context otherwise
!'¬ <JIUlres"- j) (I

el( article " means any article of food, drink, or
merchandise;
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