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2. "",,'Fromand after tOe date of commencementof
this La w such and so many persons 'as.. are now
members df the General Committeeof the CeylonBible
Society establ ished at Colombo (hereinafter referred
to as the (( Society") and their successors in office
shall be and become a. Corporation with perpetual
succession, under the name of (( The General Council
of the Ceylon Bible Society" (hereinafter referred
to as "the Corporation "), and by that name mar
sue and be sued in all Courts, and shall have full
power and authority to have and to use a. commonseal'
and to change and alter the same at its will and \) "
pleasure. "

3. The general object~ of the Corp~ration shall Object,
~~ > ., of tbe

Corporation.

(a) to encourage the wider circulation ana use of the
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa­
-ment (hereinafter referred to as cc the Holy
Scriptures ':") or' any part or parts thereof;i\

41"'1161-4.,87' (76/02), "I \ \

..' 0 ~ .

1. ThisLaw may be cited as the-General Council
of toe Ceylon ~ibie Society (Incorporation) Law,'
No. 48 of 19'75. '!J I

Preamble.

A LAW TO INC01lPO;ATE 'TH!!:'GENE~ C9uNOIL OJ!'THE
. . CEYLON BIB:-)E Socisrr.

.J,

WHEREls a 'vo~unlary society ~alled and kno~ 8.5
(( The 'CeyIon :aJble Society I, was established. at
Colombo on August 1, 18i2~for the purpose of
enc?Ul'aging the wider circulation and use of the Holy
ScrIptures of the Old and New Testament:

.o
I

And whereas the General .Csmmittee of the said
society .has heretofore successfully carried, out and
transacted tbe .several objects and matters 'for which
the said society was established:

,) ..
And whereas tee 'Said General Committ~e has'

applied to be incorporated 'and it will be for the public
advantage to grant such application:• •
Be it therefore enacted' by the National State

Assembly of the Republic of Sri-Lanka as follow~:..!....
, .

\

: I ., ,.~ .
Gf?,n'efal Council of the Ceylon ]jib-IeSoc~ety

(Inr.,orpol·ation) Law, No. 48 of, 1975
v) ·1

..)
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t (0) to invest the moneys of ihe Corporation or any
moneys entrusted ·to it in such investments
(including mortgages of immovable property)
and in such manner as may from time to
ti~e be detesmined by the. Cprpor~n;

(d) to' acquire by purchase, exchange. gift, testa-
, mentary disposition or otherwise, a.nd to sell,

mortgage; .lease, exchange or otherwise
~ t dispose of, any property whatsoever.

(6) to construct, alter and maintain any buildings
required for the purposes of the Corporation
or for housing the staff of the Corporation:

(f) to draw, make, accept, endorse and deal with
bills of exchange, promissory notes and other
negotiable instrujnents ; ,

(g) to appoint and dismiss 0.1 terminate the sezyices
of t a'll such officers and servants of the
Corporation as it may deem'necessary and to
paythem such salaries, pensions: gratuities
and allowances as may from timE! to .time
be determined by the Corporation; .

•

. c •.
(b) to borrow ot;. raise money with or without

security, for the purposes of the Corpora-
tion; . e < e.-.

"
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(b) to t.:-s.nsfatc inU>Sinhala, Tamfl or any other
Ianguage or (dj,ale'ct and print, publish and
circulate the Boly 'Scrf~tures or any part or

"pan-ts thereof; and (J • <
o .

(c) to co-operate withaany otfier society or person
• (> for the purpose of circulating the Holy

Scriptures and to make pecuniary grants.
and give such aid' (pecuniary ~r other-
ewise) on such terms and (00 such societies or
persons as the Corporation shall think fit for
the purpose of assisting in furthering the

e circulation a.nd use of the Holy Scriptures.
4. The Corporacion shall have the following

powers:7 ~ 0

t (a) to solicit and receive r,s~bs~~iption~and gifts of:
all kinds whether absolute or conditional for

" . the purposes of the' CGfPoration;..

Powera
ot the
Corpora' ion.
r
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(It) to establish or ,contribute to a~y charitable or
benevolent fund wljch is calculated, directly

,'or indirectly, .to promote 'any of' tpe objects
of t-!:te Corporation or to ~establish or

, contnqute' to any.):Zund' or scheme, for the
grant of allowances" gratuities, pensions, or
ocher .beneflts to officers-or servants, past or

" present, 1)f the Corporation or to t~e rel~tive's
or .deperrdenta of such persons;•(t.) to provide from tin.ae to time for the manage-

, merit of the affairs of the Corporation outside ..
Sri Lanka in such manner as the Corporation
deems fit and in partecnlar to appoint a~y

o person or person~ t(\ be the attorn~y or agent
of the "Oorpo,t;atlon ,for such purpose and
upon such. term's as may be thought fit;

(1) tq enter into, any contract with any "person,'
society or body of.persons, whether corporate
or unincorporai'e or any Government depart­
ment or local a~thority, for .promoting tlle
objects of the Corporation; ..

(lc) to accept and -n~ry out any condition or trust
subject to w~ich any prope!ty IS given to ~he
Corporation for~ the, furtherance of Its

-,') . objects ;.) ~
, (l) to undertake and execute any chai'itabl~ trus,t

__,,, which may see~ directly o! _indirectlyoondu-
r· cive to or calculated to facilitate. the carrymg

out, of any of the objects of the" Corpora­
tion;

(m) to do all things necessary ~r expedient for the
proper and effective carrying out of, ,the
objects of the Corporation,

, .'I 5. All debts and }iabilities of the Society existing
I a~ the time of the coming into operation of this Law
! shall be paid an~ discharged by the Corporation, and
all debts I subscriptions and contributions due to OJ')
payable to the Society shall be-paid to the Corporation.

, ~,

6. The in~om~ a~d p10perty of the Corpo~ation
sh~U be appJled solely towards the promotion of the
obJect~ of the Cprporation and no portion thereof shall~f,~~l~ or transferred directly or indirectly by way
t1" ~V1dend, bonus or otherwise or by way of a
ti~~ er of property to the members of the Corpora.



• 8. (1) The affairs of the Corporation shall be
administered by the members of the General Council
of the Corporation consisting of such persons as may
.be elected according to the rulesof the Corporation.

(2) The members of the' General Cpmmittee' of the
Ceylon Bible Society holding office on t~e date of

,commencement of this Law shall constitute ..the
members of the first General Council of the Cprpora-

(
tion.· / _

7.~ No member of the Corporation shall be person­
ally liable for the debts, Iiabildties or obligations of
the Corporation.. e

o

,-,

(\

, . 0 ~
c . ~
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Provided, however, ~that. nothing in the preceding,
provisions of this section shall ":prevent- ,

,. • ~ n '

(a) the ·pwjDlent in good faith of ~remuneratio~ to
. r- any officer on-(Servant" or member of the

r: Corporation for services "rendered to the
r: Corporation, or the payme!l~,.ofepensions or .

other benefits to any offic~rcr servant of the
'Corporation on retiremens: (l

t\

(b) the payment of interest at a rate not exceeding.
r- . that which may :from time to time be

prescribed by rules made by the Corporation ,
on moneys borrowed from any member; .

(c) the. payment of any grant by the Corporation
. to aI(v member for" any services done or
rendered for the Corporation in promoting
its objects; () ,... f:l •..... ,#,.. ~ .

(d) the payment to any member, .being the donor
c. .of any money or securities to the Corporation,

or to his or her nominee or nominees. during
any periodnot exceeding the lifetime of the
donor or such nominee"or nominees, either of
the actual interest derived from .such gift or
from the investments representing the same
o~,of any annuity by way -of annual interest '
on the amount of such gift at such rate as
may be fixed ~y the .Corporatt~n; a~

(6) the r6payment of expenses incurred by any
member: officeror servant of the Corporation
in the p,erformance or discharge. of his
functions or -duties or in promoting the
objects of the Corporation. e-
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11. Nothln~ in this Law contai~ed shall prejudice'
orr affect the rights of the Republic, or of any body
piolitio or corporate or of any- other persons, except
smch as are mentioned in this Law and those claiming
bey, from, or ~der them.

<,

Seal of
the
COrporaPOll ...

," "
10. The seai of the (;orporation may be altered

~att the pleasure of the Corporation.' It shall !lot btl
- afffixed .to any instrument whatsoever except l~ the
! plI'esence, of vwo members adminiseering the a.!I~lr~cf
~the Corporation who .have been duly authorized f~r
: tme purpose under the rules of the COJ:po:atlOn. Su~"
maem'QerS'shall sign their names to the l~strument 11:1
token of thei'r presence and such sigmng shall be
independent of the signing of any person .as a,
wri tD,e..~~I'!.' ,~

Rule. of
the
Corporation .

.,,<,

p" 19. (1). It "s~aU be la\\ful' for, t~e,Co~~o+'ation,from
~e to time, at any general m~etlng and by the votes
.JI l';lotless than two-thirds of .the memberspresent and
~~>tItIng,~?make rules, not inconsistent with. the provi-:
::sIcmsof this Law, for" the admission,«withdrawal
.ettirement or expulsion o(,,:members, 'and for~ tb~=Ul;anagement of the affairs of the corporation and the
.lcr.complishPJ.ent·of its objects." Sueh rules when made
Ill:ay, at a like meetring and in like manner, be altered.,

.0 ldaded ta~amended or rescinded. 1

3 . (0

' '(2) The rules of the Soc~,et.Yin force on the date Of
COOmmencementof this Law shall be deemed to be
ruiles of the' Corporation made under this section and
lll~ay be' altered, added to, amended, rescinded or
re:'placed....by rules made under this Law. :

--: "i " • ~

_ (3) 'The members of the,Corporation shall be subject
:: [O~the rules of the Corporat-ion. ' '

II. I't

(Jenel:at' Cou_,ncil of ,tke Ceylon Bible §oc,~ety
, pnc01'po'l'ation) Law, No. 480/,1975
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