
TO BE PURCHASED AT THE GOVT. PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, COLOMBO
Price: Rs. 3.75 - Postage: 50 cents

. PRINTED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, SRI LANKA (CEYLON)

Printed on the Orders of Government

[Certilied on 17th December, 1977] •

LO·CAL AUTHORITIES EILE:CTIONS
(SPECIAL PROVISIONS) LAW,

No.- 24 OF 1977
OF

l'HE NATIONAIJ STATE ASSEMBLY

01- _



Amendment
of section
4 of the
principal
enactment.

:Replooemen.
of section
2 of
Chapter 262

" (a) The Commissioner of Elections shall be the
Commissioner of Elections (Local Bodies) for the
purposes of this Ordinance. ok

(b) There may, for tbe purposes of this Ordinance.
be appointed, whether by name or by office,a fit and
proper person or each of two or more s~ch.persons
to be or to act as a Deputy Commissioner of
Elections (Local Bodies).".

2---<f S006~.945 (17/11)

2. The provisions of this Ordinance
shall apply to every Municipal Council,
Urban Council, Town Council and
Village Council constituted or to be
constituted under the provisions of any
written law applicable in that behalf.".

3. Section 4 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended by the repeal of paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (1) of that section and the substitution
therefor of the following paragraphs:-

.• Applica tion
of Ordinance.

PART I
2. Section 2 of the- Local Authorities Elections

Ordinance (hereafter in this Part referred to as the
'( principal enactment 'i) is hereby"repealed and the
following section substituted therefor: - , .

1. .This Law may be cited as the Local Authorities Short. title.
Elections (Special Provisions) Law, No. 24 of 1977.

, .
Local A uthorities Elections {Special Provisions}

Law; 'No. 2.4 of 1977

,[Certified on 17th December 1977J
L. D.-O. 20/77.

A LAW TO AMEND THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS
ORDINANCE, THE MUNICIPAL COUNCILS ORDINANCE',
THE URBAN' COUNCILS ORDINANC'E, THE TOWN
COUNCILS ORDINANCE AND THE VILLAGE COUNCILS
ORDINANCE SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE MAYOR, THE
DEPUTY MAYOR, THE CHAIRMAN AND THE VrCE­
CHAIRMAN AND THE MEMBERS OF EVERY LOCAL
AvTHORITY CONSTITUTED UNDER THE AFORESAID
ORDINANCES SHALL BE ELECTED DIRECTLY BY THE
VOTERS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA AND TO
PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR
INCIDENTAL THERETO.

BE it enacted by the National State Assembly of the
Republic of Sri Lanka 'as follows: - .,

.. I" • ~'.'.' •
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Every person-
(a) whose name is entered in any

parliamentary register for the
time being in operation for any
electoral district; and

(b) who was, on the first day of June
, in the year of commencement of
the preparation or revision of
that parliamentary register.
ordinarily resident in any
electoral area which is situated
wholly or partly within the,
electoral district, .. .-

. fshall'~beentitled to have his name entered in
. the electoral list of that electoral area." ; and

(2) by the repeal of subsection (3) of that section
.'. . and the substitution therefor of the

following subsection:-
'(3) The address at which a person was

ordinarily resident in any electoral area on.,
the first day of June in any year IS hereaft~r
in this Ordinance referred to as hIS
"qualifying address".'.

6. Section? of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows: - .'
.. (1) by the repeal of' subsection (1) of that section

and the substitution therefor of' the
following subsection :-

.~" (1)

B. .Section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows:-

(a) by the repeal of subsection (2) of that section;
~d . .

(b) by the renumbering of subsection (1) of that,
, section as section 6. .

r-.'

'.

t. Section 5 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended by the repeal of paragraph (a) of subsection
(2) of that section and the substitution therefor of the
following paragraph: -. . .

" (a) each Deputy Commissioner may exercise or
perform the powers. or duties conferred or

. imposed by this Ordinance upon the
. ' Commissioner; and ".

2 Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions)
.:' Laur, No. 24 of 1977 "
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'~: Amenclmen.
of section
'1 of the
.principal
enactment.

, I

Amendm~nt
of section
601 the
principal
enactment.

Amendment
of section
Ii" of the· .
principal
enactment.



Insertion of
new section
lOA in tbe .
principal
enactment,

Amendment.
of section
9 of the
principal
enactment.

Replacement
of section
8 of the
principal
enactment.

'.

8.. Section 9 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows; - - , .

(1) by the insertion, immediately after subsection
(1) of that section, of the following new

-~- subsection: - -
- "(IA) No person shall be qualified to be

. elected under this Ordinance or to sit or to
, vote as a member of any local authority if
'such person's name appears as a candidate
in more than one' nomination paper for the
same general election."; and

(2) by the repeal of subsection -(4) of that section .

. ; O. The following new sectio~ is hereby inserted
Immediately after section 10, and shall have effect as
.section lOA, of the principal enactment:-

• I

.. Vncation of IDA .. (1) If the elections officer of the
:!~~~nto - district in which a local authority area
be member of is situated, is satisfied that any person
t"ecognized whose name has been included as apolitical
party. . candidate for election as a member of

that local authority, in the nomination
paper- of a recognized political party,

.',

\ 8. Every person who isnot disquali­
fied as provided by section 9 shall be
qualified at' any time for election as a
member of any local authority if-

(a) he was, on the date of the
commencement of the preps-a­
tion or revision of the par lia­
mentary register for the time
being in operation for any
electoral district in which that
electoral area or any' part
thereof is situated, qualified to
have his name entered in that
register; and

(b) he was, on the first' day of June in
- _the year of the commencement

of the preparation or revision
.of that .register, ordinarily
resident in that electoral
area.". .

.. General
.qnalificationa
for
membership.

Local A uthorities Elections (Speci~ ProfJisions) 3
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7. Section 8 of the prin~ipal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following .sectton substituted
therefor: - "



"

" 4 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
Law" No. 24 of 1977

has ceased to be a member of that party,
the elections officer shall, subject to the
, provisions of subsection (2), by notice
published in the' Gazette declare that
such person-s- . '
\ (a) has vacated his office of member,

if he had been elected as a
. member of that local authority;
or

,(b) has forfeited hisrights to have his
name retained in the nomina­
tion paper of that recognized
political party for filling any
casual vacancy,

and thereupon, such person shall vacate
his officeas member of that local autho­
rity or the name of such person shall be

, expunged from the nomination paper of
that recognized political party, as _the
case maybe, as from the date on which
such declaration is' published in the
Gazette. .

(2) The elections officer shall not
publish the notice referred to in sub­
section (1) except after- ,

(a) notice to such person and such
recognized political party; and

(b) expiry of a period of twenty-one
" days from the date of such

notice.
Every such notice shall, be sent ,by
registered post.
(3) Whenever any person whose name

has been included in the nomination
paper of a recognized political party
ceases to be a member of such party ~he
secretary of that party shall furnIsh
.suoh information to the' elections officer
of the district in which the local autho­
rity, to, which that nomination paper
relates, is situated.".

, .



InBertioJ)
of new
section 19A.
in the
principal
enactment.

'-_

Replacement
of section
12 of the
principal
enac~ment.

Replacement
of heading
a.nd sub·
heading
appearing
in Part m
of the
principal _
'enactment.

12. The following new section is hereby inserted
immediately after section 12, and shall have effect as
section 12A, of the principal enactment. _:-.
... Polling 12A. (1) Notwithstanding. the provi-
districts sions of section 12, where an order
and

_ polling constituting a ne:v. local. authority or
stations. altering the administrative limits of a

local authority is made the elections

12. (1) Each parliamentary polling
district for the time being in force in
any local authority area shall be deemed
to be a polling district for the purpose
of elections to that local authori~y:
Provided, however, that the elections

officer may for the purpose of . local
elections by notification published in the
Gazette, alter or '. modify any such
parliamentary polling district. _

(2) Where a parliamen tary polling
district comprises parts of more than
one local authority area, each such part
shall be deemed to be a polling district
for the purpose of the general election
of the members of the local authority of
that area.

(3) Unless the elections officer
considers it necessary or .expedient in
the special circumstances of any case to
provide a separate poning station for
the female voters there shall be for each
polling district one polling station and
no more.".·- .

II Parliamen­
tary .
polling
district
deemed to be
polling
district
for local
elections.

. 11. Section 12 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted
therefor:-

Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions) 5 .
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10. The heading. and . subheading appearing in
Part III of the principal enactment immediately
before. section 12 thereof are hereby repealed and the
following new heading and subheading substituted
therefor: - .' , "

~, DIVISION' INTO POLLING DISTRICTS ANn
PREPARATrONOF ELECTORALLISTS

DIVISION INTO POLLING DISTRICTS '; .



~
,(2)Unless the Commissioner other­

wise directs, the division of an electoral
'. area ·into polling districts shall be so
made that each polling district, at the
time of such division contains not more"
than -onethousand five hundred voters',. .

, " '1

(3) Subject rtQ..the provisions of sub­
.section (2), the division of an electoral
area into polling districts may be altered
.by the elections officer as occasion may
require and upon any such alteration
being .made he shall publish in ~be
Gazette a notice specifying, in relatIOn

(iii)

(c) determine with respect to each
such polling district the village
or other area within which the
polling station or stations for
-,' that polling district will be
situated; and

(ll) publish' in the Gazette a notice
specifying-
(i) the polling districts into

which that electoral
area has been divided;

(ii) the distinguishing letter or
letter.s assigned to each
such -. polling district;
and

the village or' other area.
within which the polling
station or stations for
each . .such polling
district will be situated.

'<,

\:.. ~

.6 Local"Authorities Electio~·; (Special Provisions)
. :.....: . Law, No, 24.of 1977· . "

officer"of the district in which that local
authority is situated may-

. (a) divide the electoral area of that
..: local authority into polling

districts in accordance with
such directions as may be
issued by the Commissioner; .

(b) assign to each such polling district
a distinguishing letter or
letters;



~,,:r
~...

12B. For the purpose of a general
election of members of any local autho­
rity for any electoral area, the elections
officer shall p~'~pare and certify an
electoral list in' Sinhala and Tamil and
such list shall comprise the operative'
parliamentary register or registers or
part of a register or parts of a register
or any combination of them as correspond
to the electoral area of· such local
authority.

" Parliamentary
registers
to be
used for
local
elections.

Insertion
of new
sections 128,
190, l2D, }gB, .
and 12F
in the
principal
enactment., '

14. The following new sections are hereby inserted
immediately after the heading "Preparation of
lists" and shall have effect as sections 12B, 12c, 12D,
12E and 12F of the principal enactment:-

Ie PREPARATIONOF' LISTS"

Insertion
of new
subheading
in the
principal
enactment.

· 13. The following new subheading is inserted
immediately after section 12Aof the principal enact-
ment:- -,

Local A uthorities Elections (Special Pr~visions) 7
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t? that electoral area, particulars men­
tioned In paragraph (d) of subsection (1)
and the date on which such alteration
shall come into effect.

(4) A notice published in the Gazette
under' subsection ,.(1) or subsection' (3)
may from time to i time be amended, in
the particulars in paragraph (d) (iii) of
subsection (1) required to be specified in
that notice, after' notifying the pro­
posed amendments to the public in such
manner as the Commissioner may deter­
mine and after giving an opportunity to
the public for making representations in
regard to the proposed amendments. -

(5) Unless the elections officer con­
siders it necessary or expedient, in the' ;1)

special circumstances of any case, to
provide a separate polling station for
female voters there shall be' for each
polling district, one polling station and
no more.". '



.. ,

Application
. ,of provitions
relating to
preparation
of lists.

.: errors.

Elections
officer to
correct
clerical

~.... ,

,
EleCtoral
list open for
jn8pect~on. .

Electoral
list to be
used for
1978 for
Municipal,
and Urban
Councils
elections.

8. LQc~ Authorities Elections (Special Provisions)'
Laur, No; 24 oj 1977 ..

12c . Notwithstanding the provisions
of section 12B, for the purpose of a
general . election of members of any
Munici pal Council or Urban Council to .:
be held in the year 1978, the elections'
officer shall. prepare and certify an
electoral list and such list shall comprise
the' par liamentary register or registers
or part of a register or parts of regis­
ters or any combination of them that
were used for the election of members to
the National State Assembly in 1977 as .
correspond to the electoral area of such
Municipal Councilor Urban Council.

12n.· Upon the certification of the
electoral list under section 12B or
:.section 12c. the list or copies thereof shall
forthwith be open for inspection, free

..of charge, during office hours at the
·officeof the local authori ty of the elec­
toral area to which the 'list relates .. A
notice to the effect that the list is so
open for inspection shall be published
by the elections . officer. The. electoral
list of any electoral area prepared and .
·certified under section 12B or section
12c shall come into force on the date
of such certification. .
. 12E."' Nothing in this Ordinance shall
be deemed to prohibi t an elections officer,
before certifying any electoral list, fr?m ~
correcting any clerical error which

, appears to him to have been made
therein.

12F. Where' the Minister is of
opinion that the alteration of the limits
of the 'electoral area of. any local autho­

.. rity -is such: that it is necessary. that a
new electoral, list should be prepared,
he shall by'~grder published in. the
Gazette direct that the electoral Iist to
be used for' the election of members of
that local authority to be held immedi- ,~
.ately after the publication of. such Or~ehr .
shall be prepared in compliance WIt.
the. succeeding provisions of this

· Ordinance.".



Replacement
of section 16
of the
principal
enactment .

Replacement
oC subheading
appearing
immediately '
before
secnon 16
of the
principal
enactment.

Repeal of
section 15
of the
principal'
enactment.

Repeal of
subheading
immediately
before
section 15 ..
of the
principal
enactment.

Repealot
sections 18
and 14
of the
principal
enactment.

16. An elections officer shall, on the
completion of the preparation of the
electoral list of any electoral area,
publish a notice, in Sinhala and Tamil
stating that' such preparation has been
oompleted., The list or copies thereof
shall be .ppen for inspection, free of
charge, during officehours at the office
of the local authority of such area and
the notice aforesaid shall contain a
statement to the effect that the list is so
open for inspection. " .

.. Notice of
, completion of
preparation of
electoral list.

19. Section 16 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed' and the following section substituted
therefor: -

~c " ,NOTICE os COMPLETION OF PREPARATION qF LISTS

18. The subheading appearing immediately before
section 16 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following subheading substituted
therefor: - '

17. Section 15 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed. , '

16. The subheading appearing immediately before
section .15 of the principal enactment IS hereby
repealed.

Local A uthorities Elections (Special PrQvisions) 9
Law, No. 24 of 1977

is. ' Sections 13 and 14 of the principal enactment
are hereby repealed.



21. Section 18 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as Iollows r-s-

(1) by the repeal of subsection (1') of that section'
. . and the substitution therefor of the follow­

ing ..subsection:-

. ~'(1)Upon the expiry of ..~ period of
.fourteen days from the date of the publica­
tion of the notice under section 16 in respect
of the electoral list of any electoral area, the
elections officer of 1he'"district in which the

. area is situated shall, if any claim or objec­

. tion .has been dulv made in resect of the list,
.publish a notice-i- .

.(a) setting out each claim or objection so
made;

10 Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions)
. . .' Law" No. 2.4 of 1977 .

20. Section 17 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended by the repeal of 'subsection (1) of that section
and the substitution therefor of the following sub-
. section: - .

, (1) Upon the publication of a notice' under
section 16. in respect of the electoral list of any
electoral area- ',..

(a) any person who claims to be entitled,
under this Ordinance, to have his
name entered in any such list and
whose name is not so entered, may
apply to have his name entered
therein;

(b) any person whose name is entered in any
such list and who objects to the name
of any other person appearing therein,
may apply to have the name of sucb
other person erased therefrom.

Every application under paragraph (a) (herein­
after referred to as' a "claim t') and ~very
application under. paragraph (b) (hereinafter
referred to as an "objection "') shall be made in
"writing to -the elections officer of the district in
which the area is situated not later than fourteen
days from the date of the publication of the
notice.' . /

Amendment
of section 18
of the
principal
enactment.

..,:
', .

. Amendment
of section 17
of the
principal.
enactment. '



Amendment;
of section
19 of the
principal
enacuneas. .

22. Section 19 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows:-

(1)- by the repeal of subsection (1) .of that section
< and the substitution therefor of the follow­

ing new subsection:-
" (1) No person shall be entitled to have

his name entered or retained-
(a) in the electoral list of more than one

electoral area; or
(b) more than once in the same electoral

list under different qualifying
addresses,

notwithstanding' that he may be qualified to
have his name so entered or retained."; and

(2) by the repeal of subsection (3) of that section
and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection: - r

" (3) vVhere, in compliance wi,th a notice
under paragraph (a) of subsection (2), a
person specifies-
(a) the electoral list in which he desires to

have his name entered or retained,

(b) indicating that at a' time and. date
specified in such notice he will attend
at the office of the local authority of
the area or at such other place as he
may .specify in such notice for the
purpose of hearing each such claim .or
objection; and .

(0) calling upon every claimant and every
person who desires to oppose any
claimant, every objector and every
person in regard to whom an objection
has been made, to. appear before him.
at the date and at the time and place
so indicated."; and

(2) by' the repeal of subsection (5) of that section'
and the substitution therefor, of the follow-

. ing subsection: - '
" (5) The elections officer shall, after

deciding all the claims and obj ections made
in' respect of the electoral list, make such
amendments in the list as he may deem
necessary to give .effect to any such
decision. " ,

Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions) 11
'. Law, No, 2.4 oj 19"17 '.
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21. At the hearing of any appeal
, duly preferred in respect of any claim or
objection under this Ordinance, the
Supreme Court shall, after giving the
appellant and, the respondent or their
respective attorneys-at-law an opportu­
nity of being heard, make such order as
to the claim or objection, and ~s to t~e
payment of the costs of the inquiry as It

•• Order of the
Supreme
Court.

24. Section 21 of 'the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-

12 Local ~ uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
, Laui, liO.,2.4. of 1977 ,

and the elections officer of the appro­
priate district is satisfied that such
person is qualified to have his name
entered or retained in that list, his ::.._
name shall be entered or retained in '
that list and in no other electoral
list i or ' '

(b) the qualifying address under which' he
desires to have his name entered or
retained inthe same electoral list, and
the elections officer of the district in,
which the electoral area to which that
list relates is situated is satisfied that
such person is qualified to have his
name entered or retained in that list
under that address, his name shall be
entered or retained under that address
in that list and under no other
address in that list.".

. 23. Section 20 of the principal enactment is .hereby
'amended by the repeal of subsection (I) of that saction
and the substitution therefor of the following sub-
section: - '4-

" (1) If any claimant or objector or person in
regard to whom an objection has been made is
dissatisfied with the decision of any elections
officer on any claim or objection relating to the
,electoral list of any electoral area he may not
later than ten days rom the date of such decision
appear therefrom to the Supreme Court on any
question of law involved in such decision but not
on any other grounds.".

Replacement
of section 21
of 'he
principal
enactment,

, Amendment
of le01ion
20 of tht
principal
enactment.

",



Replacement
of
section 22 of
the principal
enactment.

"

,,-.,"

22. (1) In the case of each electoral
area, the electoral list prepared and
amended, where necessary, in accord­
ance with the provisions of section 18
or section 19 or section 21, shall be certi­
fied by the elections officer of the district
in which the area is situated.

(2) The elections .officermay certify the
electoral list. under this section during
the pendency of any appeal preferred
under section 20 'in respect of the list,
and shall thereafter, if the order made
by the Supreme Court on such appeal so
directs, insert or erase any name in the
list.

(3) Upon the certification as herein
before provided of the electoral list, the
list or copies thereof shall forthwith be
open for inspection, free of charge,
during office hours at the office of the
local authority of the electoral area to
which the list relates. A notice to the
effect that that list is so open for
inspection shall be published by the
elections officer, and if any appeals are
pending before the Supreme Court in
respect of the list, the notice aforesaid
shall include a statement setting out
particulars of every such appeal.
"(4) Nothing in this Ordinance shal~'be

deemed to prohibit an elections officer,
before certifying any eleotorallist, from.
correcting any clerical error. which
appears to ihim to have been made
h . "t ereln. .

II Certification
of
electoral
list.

Local A uthorities Elections- (Special Provisions) 13
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thinks just ; and such order if it directs
the insertion or erasure of any name in
the electoral list shall forthwith _be

. complied with by the elections officer.
by whom the list was prepared.".

25. Section 22 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-



.t
. 26.' Whenever a general election of
the members of a local authority is .due·
to be· held in any year, the electIOns
officer of the district in which the."

Notice of
nomination
period.

29. Section 26 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted.
therefor:-

commence." .

. 25. Every 'general election of the
members of a local authority shall-

(a) where such .authority is a
Municipal Couricil or an Urban
Councilor a Town Council, be
held within the period of four
months preceding the 'date on
which the term of 'officeof the
members who are to be elected
is due to commence; or

. (b) where such authorityis a Village
.Council, be held within ~he
period of fivemonths precedIng
the date on which the term of
office of the members who are
to be' elected IS due to

" Date of
holding
elections.

28. Section 25 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for':-

24. Every general election' of the
members of a local authority shall be
held in the manner hereinafter provided
by this Ordinance.".

II Electiona to
be held
under
this
Ordinance..

27. Section 24 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:- '.

23. The electoral list of any electoral
area, . prepared and certified under
section 22, shall come into force ·on the
. date of such certification, subject to
such alterations as' may subsequently be
made therein in accordance with section
22.)) .

"Date on which
electoral list
comes into
force.

. 26. Section 23 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-.
for:-

Replacement
of
section 26
oftha
prinoipal
enactment.

Replacement
of
section 26
of the
principal
enactme~" .

"

~

Replacement of
. section 24
of the
principal, enactment.

. Replacement .
of
section 28 of
the principal
enactment.

'~,,>,:.::~'14 L~cal Authorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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Amendment of
section 27
of the
principal
enactment.

(2) by the repeal of subsections (2) and (3) of' that
section; and

(3) by the repeal of subsection' (5) of that section,
and the substitution - therefor of the
following subsection :-

. " (5) Any elections officer may exercise,
discharge and perform,.in any electoral area
'in his district, the powers, functions and
, duties vested in, assigned to or imposed on
returning officers by or under this
, Ordinance." .

(1) by the repeal of subsection, (1) of that section
and the substitution therefor, of /' the
following subsection: - , ,/

..: (1) For- the purpose of every general
election of the members of a local authority,
the elections officer of the district in which
the electoral area of such authority is situated
shall appoint a person, by name or by office"
to be or to act as the returning officerof such
electoral area for the' purpose of the
election. " .

, , 'I' ,

Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions) 15 '"
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'electoral area of such authority IS
situated shall publish a notice, of his
intention to hold such election. The
notice shall specify the period (herein­
after referred' to as the ,: nomination
period ") during which nomination
papers shall be received by the returning
officer during office hours at his office.
Such nomination period shall commence
on the day after the date of publication
of the notice and shall expire at twelve
noon on the twenty-first day after the

, date of the publication of the notice.
The notice shall also specify the - date,
time and place at which the" approved
symbols, and, where there is more than
one 'independent group, a distinguishing
number, will be allotted.'

30. Section 27 of the principal enactment IS
hereby amended as follows =r:



,
d

" RECOGNIZED POLITICAL PARTIES ".
32. Section 27A of the principal enactment is.

hereby repealed·and the following section substituted
therefor :- .
.. Recognized 27A. (1) Every political .party which
political
parties. is treated as a recognized political party

under the Parliamentary Elections
Order in Council shall so long as that
political party continues to remain as so­
treated under that Order shall be deemed

.' to be a recognized political party for the
purpose of local elections.
(2) Where a political party is deemed

by virtue of the operation of the
provisions of subsection (1) to be a
recognized political party for the
purpose of local elections, the approved
symbol allotted to the candidates of
such party under the Parliamentary·
Elections Order in Council shall
be deemed to be the approved symbol
allotted to that party until the date on
which it ceases to be so entitled' under
subsection (1) .
.(3) The Commissioner shall once in

every four years publish a notice calling
for applications within such 'period as
may be specified in the notice from the
secretary of. any political party other
than a party which is already' entitled
to be treated as a recognized political
party for the purpose of local elections
to make on behalf of that party a
written application to the Commis­
sioner that· such party be. treated as a. .
recognized political party" for the
purpose of local elections. The applica­
tion shall also specify which one of the
approved symbols such party desires to
be allotted' to such party if so treated ..

16 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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~ 31. The following new subheading is hereby
Inserted immediately after section 27 of the principal
enactment :-

Beplacemens 'o{
section 27A
of the
principal
enactment.

Insertion o(
new sub- .
heading
in the ..
principal' ".'
enactment.



AmendID¬ JJlltaI
section2.~
of the
principal
enaotm&m,

3~. Section 27E of ~he pr inoipal enactment is
here,by amended 'by the repeal of subsection ,(1) of
that section and the substitution therefor. of I the
following subsection: - '

"(1) Where the Commissioner has- reasonable
cause to believe that difficulties may arise at any
~lection which is due to be held in any electoral area

~ 30068 (77/11) .

Repeal of .
sections 2'hI,
270.nd 27])
of the prin.
6Dllo()$men*.

'-

"

" (4) Upon the receipt of an application, '
duly, made 'under 'subsection (3) on
behalf. ?f any political party, the,
CommIsSIoner shall- '

(a) if he is satisfied that such :(>arty
has been engaged in political
activity for a continuous period
of at least five years prror to
the making of such application
make order-
(i) that' such· party shall be

entitled to be treated as
a recognized political
party for a period of
four years from the date,
of the order for the pur- ,
pose of local elections;
and

(ii) allotting an' approved
symbol ,to such party
being " the' approved
symbol specified in the
application or any other
approved symbol deter­
mined by him in his­
absoIute discretion, but
not being the approved
symbol, of any', other
political party ,which is
entitled to . be ,_ so
treated; , '

(b) if he is not so satisfied make order
disallowing the application ..,

(5) ,The order of the Commissioner on'
any application made under subsection
(3) shall be final and conclusive and shall
not be called in question in any court.".

33. Sections 27B, 27c' and 27n of the principal
enactment are hereby repealed. '

Local A uthorities Elections (Special P;o'Visions)""17'
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28. (1) Any person who is qualified,
under this Ordinance, for election as a
member of a local authority' may be no­
'minated as. a candidate for election for
the electoral area of such authority.'

. (2) Any recognized political p~rty or
any group of persons contestl_ng as
independent .candidates ...(~erelnaft~r
referred to as an " independent group )
may for the purpose of election ~s
members of any local authority. subm~t
one nomination paper substantially ID
the form set out in the First Schedule,
setting .out the names, in order of
priority, of such number of candIdates
as is equivalent to the number of members
including the·' Mayor and Deputy
'Mayor to be elected .'for that local
authority increased by one-third of such
number of members. The returnIng
officer shall as .soon as practicable
make a copy of each nomination paper
received by him and display such COI?les
of nomination paper on his notlce-
board.

•Nomination
paper ••

I

36. Section 28 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following new section substitQ.ted
·therefor :- .' .

"·NOMINATION PAPERS. "

18 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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by reason of the fact that there 'are rival sections
of a recognized political party for the purpose of
local elections all of whom claim to be that party,
the Commissioner may, in. order to remove· such
difficulties, issue in his absolute discretion a direc­
tion to the returning officer of that electoral area
that, in the-case of such election, such recognized
political party .is either anyone such section or
none of such sections: It shall be the duty of such
returning officer or any other officer, at such election,
to act in accordance with that direction.".
35. The subheading appearing immediately after

. section 27E of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following subheading substituted
therefor: .__

;JeplaoemeD' of
8el!tion28
of 'be
principal
onactment.

/.

~placemen' of
Inbbeading
appearing
immedi.~11
afier
~non~.
of ,he

, "principal
iUlaciment.
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(3) The candidates whose names appear
first and second in the nomination paper
of. each recognized political party and
independent group shall in addition be
candidates for election to the office of
Mayor and Deputy Mayor, respectively.

(4) The written consent of each can­
didate to be nominated by a recognized
politicalparty or an independent group
shall be endorsed on the nomination
paper ..

(5) Each nomination paper shall be
signed by the secretary. of a recognized
poli tical party and in the case of an
independent group by the candidate

. whose name appears first in the nomi­
nation paper (hereinafter referred to as
the "group leader''') and' shall be
attested by a Justice of the Peace or by
a notary public.

Such nomination paper shall be
delivered to t!I~ returning officer within
the nomin ation period by the secretary
or the authorized agent, In the case of a
recognized political party, or the group
leader in the case of an independent
group.
. (6) The returning. officer of an

" electoral area shall on application made
~ at any date after the publication of the
notice under section 26' and before the
.expiryof the nomination period for that
. electoral area, supply free of charge a.
nomination' paper in the prescribed
form to any recognized political pa,rty
or any independent group; but nothing
in this Ordinance shall be deemed to
preclude the use of any form of
nomination paper not supplied by the
returning officer. so long as such form
does not differ substantially from .. the
form set out in the First Schedule.
. (7) In any, case where. the total
number of members to be elected for a
local authority is such that one-third of
that number would be an integer and a

, '. ..



I

29. (1) (a) A group leader or' all:Y )
person authorized by him shall, In
respect of the candidates of such group,
deposit in legal tender with the return­
ing officer between the date of publica­
tion of the notice under section 26' and
the submission of the nomination paper
of that independent group,. a s~
calculated as' hereinafter provided ill
paragraph. (b).

(b) The deposit required by paragrapb _
(a) shall- ' -

(i) where the electoral area is that of
a Municipal Council or an
Urban Council, be a sum of
two hundred' and fifty rv.-pees
in respect of each candIdate
nominated by such indepen-
dent group; and '.' .

(ii) where the electoral area is that of.
-a Town Council or a Village.
Council be .-a sum of one-:
.hundred rupees in respect of,
each candidate nominated by
such independent group. \

.. Deposits by
independent
groups.

20 Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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fraction, then, the next higher integer
shall be deemed to be the one-third for
the purpose of subsection (2).

(8) (a) Where it appears to the >
secretary of a recognized political party ..
or group leader that there is any omission
or clerical error 'in a nomination paper
submitted by such party or independent

. group he may make an application to the
returning officerbefore the expiry of the
nomina.tion period to. correct such
omission or error on such paper.
~. (b) Where the retu rning officer is
satisfied that such omission or error is
.dua to inadvertence the returning officer
may allow such secretary or the autho-
rized agent or group leader to correct
such omission or error in his presence.' .

. ." 37. Section 29 of' the princi pal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: -

Replacement of
aection29 ,
of 'he
principal
enr.ctment.



Amcnclment of
section 00
or the
principal
enactment.

,..
38. Section ~o of the principal enactment is hereby

amended as follows :J-
(1) by the r?penl of suhser-t ion (2) of that section

anti the substitution therefor of the following
subsection :- ' ,
, "(2) Where the nomination paper of an
independent gr'cmp is rejected nnder the
provision» of section 31~the deposit shall be
rr-tnrncd to the person who made 'thel
..J it " Irieposit. ;

(2) by the repeal of subsection (3) of that section;
(3) by thp r=nea I of sn b-ection (4) of 1hat section,

ann thp substitution therefor of the following
suhsection : -
. " (4) \Vhp.re none of t.he oandidntes

nominated hv anv independent group, is
elected and where the number of votes polled
by such independent group, does not exceed
one-eight,h of the total number of.votes polled,
at that election, the deposit made in. respect .

, of the .candidates of ' such group shall be
declared forfeit and shall be transferred by
the returning officer with whom it was made

\

I
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. (2) No deposit .mads by a group leader
or pers?n authorized by him on behalf of
a candidate of any group under this
~ection shall be accepted by the return-

..' lng officer unless it-is made within the
time prescribed by subsection (1).

(3) Where the' deposit under this
section is accepted by the returning
officer, such officer shall forthwith issue
to the person by whom the deposit was
made a receipt, in, writing signed' by
such officer acknowledging his accept­
ance of such deposit, and the receipt
sha.ll state- ""

(a) the name of the group leader by
whom the deposit was made,
or the authorized person by
whom and on whose behalf the
deposit was made:

(h) the number of r-andid ates:
(r) the amount of the deposit; and
(d)· the time and date of the deposit." .

"



. 31. (1) The returning officer." shall,
immediately after the .expiry, of the
nomination period, examine the nomina­
tion papers received by him and reject
any nomination paper-

(a) that has not been delivered in
accordance with the provisions
of subsection (5) of section 28;
or

~b) that does not contain the total
number of candidates required
to be nominated under sub­
section (2) of section 28; or

(c) In respect of which' -the deposit
required under section 29 has
not been made; or /

(d) where .the consent of one or more
candidates noininated has not.
been endorsed on the nomina­
tion paper; or

(e) where the signature of the se:cre-
tarv in the case of a recognIzed
political party or of the group
leader in the case of an
independent group does not
appear on the nomination-paper
or where such signature. has
not been attested .as requIred
by subsection (5) of section 28.

" Rejection of
nomination
papers,

4ft. Section 31 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-
fo1':- . .

_" ..
"PROCEEDING$ AFTER NOMINATION PERIOD ".

22 Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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from the deposit account to the Consolidated
Fund, and in every other case the deposit
shall be returned to the person who made the
deposit, as soon as may. be after the result of
the election ..is declared."; and

(4) by the repeal of subsection (5) of that section.

go. The subheading appearing immediately after
. section 30 of the principal enactment is hereby repealed
and the following subheading substituted therefor:-

;Replacement of
subheading
appearing

.. immediately
after
section 80
of the
principal
enactment.
Replacement of

, section 81
of the
principal
enactment.



Repeal of
sections 89.
S3 and:U .
of the
principal .
enactment.
Replacement of
section 86
of the
principal
enactment.

35. (1) Where in the case of any.
electoral area the returning officer finds
at the expiry of the nomination period-

(a) that no nomination paper has been
duly received on behalf of any
recognized political party, or
any independent group; or

(b) that all the nomination paper5
received bv him have been

, rejected, ." ./ '
the returning officer shall forthwith.
report to the elections officer of the dis­
trict in which the area is situated the­
fact that no nomination papers have­
been received or that all the nomination.
papers received, by him have been
rejected and the elections officer shall,
not later than seven days after the
receipt of such report, publish a notice
prescribing a nomination period. The:
notice shall specify the period (herein­
after referred to as the " second nomina­
tion period' ') during which the nomina­
tion pa pel's are to be received by the
returning officer at his office and all the

.' provisions of this Ordinance shall there­
upon apply.

• Procedure
where no
DominMio.
papers are
received.

'42. Section 35 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-
fur:- .

(2) Where a.ny nomination' paper 'has .
been rejected by the returning officer
under subsect.ion· (1), the returning
officer shall inform the secretary of the
recognized political party or the group
leader, as the case may be, who had sub­
mitted such nomination paper' the fact,
of such rejection. The decision of the
returning officer to reject'such nomina­
tion paper shall be final and conclu-,
sive.".

41. Sections 32, 33 and 34 of the principal enact­
ment are hereby repealed.

. • t .'
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(a) not more tb';''l nn"" n('lTY'b:1t'inn
paper bas been suhm ittr-d : pr .

36.. ' (1) Where In the case of any .
electoral area-

t· Uncontested
.tedioDI.

~3. ~e('tif)n ~G of t.he nrincinal ~n:l.(~tm~ntjc: h~rphy
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-'

~faollmen' or
~~9S6
"', ":t(lO
JlT"-p..cip.r
.w:'JiP'ea

Provided however tha tit sh H 11 .be
. lawful for the Minister to nnm ina te ~11(·h
number of persons who 'll.rp pligihlp -nnfler.
this Ordinance for elec·tion a.~:VI a "or
and DeputvMayor, and members of that
local -au thnri tv and t h(\ n?l'~("'~ so, .
nominated shall be deemed. for :1.11 pur­
roses, to hp ,'teeter{ under the provisions
of this Ordinanre.".

(3) From the date of the publication
of a notice under subsection (2) in
respect of an electoral area, no further
steps shall ( be taken under this Ordin-_
ance, for the nomination of candidates
for the election of Mayor and Denuty
Mayor and members for that local
authority until the next general e]ec~ion
of the members of that local authority :

.r 24 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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\

(2) If during the second nomination
period appointed for an electoral area
no nomination papers have beenreceived
or all the· nomination papers received
have been rejected, the returning officer
shall forthwith report the fact through
the elections officer to the Commissioner
and upon receipt of such report,' the
Commissioner shall cause' a notice to be
published.. in the Gazette, and in any
such other manner as may appear to him
-to be best calculated to give publicity
thereto, to the effect that no candidate
.stands duly nominated for such electoral
area during the _ second nomination
period. -



Replaeemeet of
IIt'('t.IOD 81
oftbe
principal
en8c&men'.

, .
37. (1) II at the expiry of the nomi- I

nation period appointed for an electoral
area and after .the rejection of any
nomination paper, eandidates of more

·Cont...,;tPd
~1('ctlon8.

,
4~. Section 37 of the principal enactment is hereby

:repealed and the. following section substituted there­
for :-

(2) The returning officer shall report
the result of the election through the
elections officer of the district in which
the electoral :lren. is situated t.0 the C.om­
missioner and upon the receipt of the
rennrt, the Comrn issioner shall forth-
with cause a notice of the result to be
published in the Gn.zet te and in such
other manner' H~ may appen r to him to
hp best calculated to gi ve publicity
thereto. " .

\

(ii) such other candidates, in
the order in which their.
names appear in such

, nomination paper. equi­
. ~valent to the number or

memhers to h(:lelected to
that local allthoritv shall
he ,declared elected as
members.

"

\ .
,.. (b) after the rejection of a nomination

paper or papers the candidates
of only one recognized political
party or one independent group
stand nominated for election
then-. ' ,.

(i) the candidates whose names
appear as first and
second in such nomina­
tion paper shall" be :
declared elected . by the
returning officer as
Mayor and Deputy
Mayor, respectively; and

Local A uth~rities El~ctio~s (Special Pro~i~ions) 25
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than one recognized political party or:
of an . independent group stand duly
nominated for election, the returning .
officer of that electoral area shall forth-
wi th allot- .
'(a) to each recognized political party­

for the purpose of that election,
the approved symbol, of that
.party; and

. (b) in respect of each independent
group any approved symbol
and where there is more than
one independent ·group an
approved symbol and a dis
tinguishing number determin­
ed-
(i) in the first instance by agree­

men t among the gron p­
leaders, or

(ii). in the absence of such
agreement by draw 0:£
lots cast or drawn in
such manner as the
returning officer may, in
his absolute discretion,
determine,

and such symbol shall be printed on the
ballot paper-opposite-

(i) the name of such party; and
, (ii) in the case of, an independent

group, the words "Indepen~
, dent Group" and the distin­
guishing number. allotted to

,. that group.' '
In this Ordinance" approved symbol"

.rneans a symbol approved by the Co~­
"missioner . for the purposes of t~lS
Ordinance by notification published in
the Gazette,

(2) The approved symbol of any
recognized political party for the pur­
pose of local elections shall not, whether
or not such party is contesting any' eleo­
tion, be allotted under paragraph (b) of.
subsection (1) of this section to any
independent ,group. '



Replacement of
lectioD 88
of the
principal
enactment,

38. (1) Upon the receipt of a report
under section 37 in respect of an elec­
toral area, the elections officer of the
district in which the area is situated

. shall forthwith publish a notice in the
Gazette specifying-.

(a) the electoral area in which the
election is contested;

(b) the names of the candidates in
order of priori ty as set out in
the nomination paper of each
recognized political party and
independent group for election
as Mayor and Deputy Mayor
.and 'as members of that local
authority -and the approved
symbol allotted to such party
or group and in. the case of an
independent group the words

• Notice of'
poll.

45. Section 38 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-
~r:- .

-.
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(3) .1\.fter· the allocation . of symbols
under subsection (1), the returning
officer shall forthwith-' .
, (a) adjourn such election to enable a

poll to be taken in accordance
wi th the. provisions hereinafter
set out;

(b) report to the elections officer of.
the district in which' the elec­
toral area is situated that the
election is contested; and

(c) -send to such elections officer copies·
of the nomination papers of the
.recognized political parties
and independent groups and a
statement. of the symbols.
allotted to each party or group.
and where there is more .than
one independent group . the
distinguishing numbers allot-.
ted to each group.'.

, I



:11). 'Vh""'1f'\T(\" t~l(, o"nth occurs of a.
r .....,rt:-l'1.tn fnl" nl!"0f.:'ITl fp~· f:lnv plf.'('t()ral
::'~''\nhf't."~l\pn t.hp :1.r11 '\\1"~ ~(,'1 t. ()r the ~Jec­
t i(,~lhit' t.h» rnl·T'I.')M~ 0 f f lH~no 11 :1nn the
('r)·))"qonr·~JI'(l""!t. ,,!' tl,~· l)'1Il. t:h" rJrctinns
I)mce!~of that district in which tho area

IiDen Ih or
candida te
aJtp.l'
nomination.

4i'). Rpf't.inn!l!) of t,he nr incinal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section. subst ituted there­
for:-

"Independent Group" and
the .distinguishing number, if
any;

(c) the 'd~y, other than a Sunday or a
'. public holidav, on which the

poll win be taken.. such date
being not less than fourteen

\ days nor more than twenty .:
eight days from the date of the.
publication of the notice; and

(d) the situation of the polling station
. or polling stations for each of
the poll ing districts in that

, electoral area and the parti-'
.. cular polling stations, if any,

.' reserved for female voters,
(2) Where due to any emergency it 'is

,ne"'('e~sary that the situation of any
polling station should he different from
that' specified in a. notice published
under' subsection (I), the elections officer t
may cause t.he situntion of that station
to he altered in such manner as he may
in his absolute discretion determine ..

(:1) Where cIne to any emergency the
poll for the election in anv electoral area
cannot he taken on the date specified in
the notice relating to the election
published under subsection (1). the elec­
tions officer may appoint another date
for the taking of such poll and such
other date sha 11 not he earlier than the
twentv-first dav after the nubjcation
of the notice under section (I}.'.

. I

. I
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Beplacement of
seetion 39
-or the
principal
-enactment. .



I.

Amendment of
section 89...
of we
principal
enactment.

'\.

" (4) The Minister may, from time to time,
by Order published in the Gazette, declare
that with effect from such date as shall be

'(2) by the repeal of subsection (4) of that section ~d
the substitution therefor of. the following
subsection: -

, .

" (1) The return ing officer for an electoral
area in which an election is contested shall,
if that electoral area is an area to which
this subsection applies, send by post to each
voter whose name appears in the electoral
list of' that area an official poll card
specifying- ,

(a) the name of the local authority;'
(b) 'the name,' address and number of

the voter as stated in the elec­
toral Iist ;

(c) the electoral district and the poll­
ing district;

(d) the polling station allotted to the
voter; and . s

. .

(e)' the date and ·hours of the poll.";
and

. 47. Section 39A of the' principal enactment IS
hereby amended as \follows: _'

(1) by the repeal of subsection (1) of that section and
the substitution therefor of the following'
subsection: -

is situated shall upon being satisfied of
the fact of such death, expunge the name
of that candidate from the nomination
paper and shall publish a notice stating
the fact of such death and that, notwith­
standing such death, the nomination
paper with the omission of the name of
, the deceased candidate is valid in respect
of the other candidates in the order in '
which their names appear in that
nomination paper and that a poll shall
be taken as specified in the notice'
published under section 38 (1).".

, ,
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" (3) The returning. officer may, if he \.
thinks fit, preside at any polling statio~ in'
his electoral area and the provisions of this
Ordinance relating to presiding officers shall
apply' to such returning officer, with the
~~cessary modifications as to the things to be
done by the returning officer in r~gard to the .

, presiding officer or by the presiding officer .
in regard' to the returning officer.".

. ,

(~) by the repeal of subsection (3) of that section and .
the substitution therefor 'of the following
subsection: -

, (1) For the purposes of each election for
any electoral area, the returning officer of.
that electoral area shall appoint one or more
persons (hereinafter referred to as " presid­
ing officers ~') to preside at each polling.
station in his electoral area.' Where more
than one presiding officer is appointed to any,
one polling station, the returning officer
shall declare which one of them is to be the
, senior .presiding officer, and the senior
presiding officershall exercise general super­
vision over every other presiding officer, and
over all arrangements for the conduct of the
poll in that election.'; and

"

" (1) by the repeal. of subsection (1) of that section
and the substitution therefor of the following

I

. subsection:--

lJiS. Section 40 of the principal enactment is.hereby
amended as follows:-

30 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions) l)
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specified in the Order" the provisions of sub­
'section (1) shall apply to every electoral 'area
or areas' as shall be so specified." .

Amendment of
section !lO
-.of the
principal
0naetm6ll1. ,



Replacement o!
8ec~ion .a
of the
principal
eDACtment.

Replacement of
section ~
of the ,
principal I

enactment.

Replacement aI
secnon 41
of the
principal
enactment.

43.' Th~ electoral list for the time
being in force for any electoral area shall
,he conclusive evidence for the purpose of
determining whether or not a person is
entitled to vote at any election for that
electoral area, and the right of voting of
any person whose name is contained in
suohIist shall not be prejudiced by any
appeal pending before the Supreme Court
under this Ordinance in respect of the
inclusion of such person's name in the,

.. Electoral
list to be
conclusive
evidence
of right
~vote.

51. Section 43 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-

42. The votes at every election for
any electoral area shall be given by
ballot. The ballot of each voter shall
consist of a ballot paper in the 'form and
containing the particulars ,hereinafter
prescribed;" . '

•• Vote.
to be
given by
,~allot.

BO. Section 42 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-,

(b) where such area is a village, area,
open and close at such times on
the :day aforesaid as _t.he elec­
tions officer of the district in
which the area is situated may
appoint for the " purpose by,
notice published in the area. ". '

41. The poll at every election for an
electoral area shall be conducted in the
manner, hereinafter provided, and shall->:

(a) where such area is 'a Municipality,
or a town, open at 8 a.m. on
the day appointed for the pur­
pose by notice under section 38
and shall close ,at 5 'p.m. on that
dav : and . 'J ,

.. General
-eonduct
()f poll.
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" 49. Section 41,of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-
for:- '



44. For the purposes of each elect~oD
for any electoral area, the returnIng
officer of that area shall ,-

(a) appoint such officers and serva~ts
as may be necessary fo! takIng'
the poll and .countIng.' the
votes;

(b) furnish eaeh polling station in tha.'
electoral area with such number
of compartments as may be
necessary to. accommoda te ~
reasonable number of voters ah

.. Supply
of ballo'
boxes. &c.

32 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
. . Law, No. 24 0/1977 .

list, an~ any vote given by any such per­
son during the pendency of any such
appeal shall' be as valid as though no
such appeal were pending and shall not ...
be affected by the subsequent decision of
the appeal:. '. I

Provided that if any person, 'who by
reason of his conviction of a corrupt
practice or' an illegal practice or by
reason of the report of an Election Judge
or by reason of his conviction of an
offence under section 52 or section 53 of.
the Parliamentary Elections Order.
in Council, or by' reason of the
operation of' section 4A of that Order, .
is incapable of voting at any election
under that Order, votes at any election
under this Ordinan-ce, he shall be guilty
of. an .offence and shall, on conviction
after summary trial before a Magistrate,
be liable to a fine not exceeding five hund-
red rupees or to imprisonment of either

. / description 'for a period not exceeding
six months; and

Provided further that nothing in this
section shall affect the liability of' any
person to any penalty for a contravention

..of any of the provisions of section 82
relating to plural voting.",

. 52. Sectl~n 44 or-the principal enact~ent is hereby
repealed and the following seotion substituted there­
for:-

:Replacement of
section 44
of the
principal
enactment.
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45. ,(1) During the taking of the poll,
the presiding officer at every polling
station shall cause to be exhihited-

(a) outside the polling station and in
, every compartment thereof, a
notice substantially in the form
as set out .in the Second
Schedu le, giving directions for
the guidance of voters; and

, Notices
to he
exblhited
at !lolling
!ltntionB.

RepJacemon&of
section 46
of the
principal
enactmens.

53. Section 45 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-

anyone time and to ensure that
the voters are screened from

.' observation when they mark
their ba.llot papers;

(0) furnish each presiding officer with
such number of ballot papers
and ballot boxes as" in the
opinion of the retnrning officer,
may be necessary for the number
of voters assigned to that poll-
ing station: ,',

(d) provide each polling station' with
materials, to enable voters to
mark the ballot papers, )Vith
instruments for stamping there­
on or perforating the' official
mark, and with copies of
the electoral list, for the time
being in force for that electoral
area or that part of the Jist
which contains the names of,
voters who are assigned to that
polling station;

(e) do such other acts and' things .as
mav be necessary for effectually
conducting the election in the
manner' provided, by this
O 1· " 'I'C luance. .

r

I
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shall contain the names of the
recognized. political parties
contesting the election in
Si nha.la .. Tamil and English,
arranged alphabeticallv in Sin­
hala in the order of the nnmes .
of such pnrt ies and with the
symbol allotted to ear-h such
party- set out against the name
of each such party, and imme-

. diatelv thereafter, if there are
any independent groups contes­
ting the election, the words,
" Independent Group" renea­
ted for each such grnnp and the
distineuishine number in the
serial order ~nd the symbol

, (a)

. 47. Every ballot paper shall be subs­
tant iall V . in the form as set out in the
Third Schedule, and-e- .

• Ballot
~perr..

54. Section 47 of the principal enactment i~hereby
repealed and the following section. substituted there-
for ;-- .
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(b) outside the polling station a notice
. specifying the name of each
recognized political party or in
case of an independent group
the words ., Independent
Group" for each such group
and the distinguishing serial
number allotted to it together
wit h the names of the candi­
dates in order. of priority as
set . out in the nomination
.papers of each recogni'zed poli­
tical party or independent
group for election as Mayor and
Deputy Mavor and FlS members
of that local anthor itv and the
approved symhol allotted to
such party or group. .

(2) Everv notice under this section
shall be in Sinhala, Tamil and English.'.

&>p'~~Qf
""dion -1.1
of the
princIpal
~.IlaCl.aKIIlt •



, -~ . .

AmfOndmE'nC of
seetion 4g
of !he
prinripA'
eDactment~

'(3) No person who-
(i) holds office for the time heing as a member

" of any local authority; or
(ii) .is an officer or servant of such authority,

shall be eligible to be appointed or to act as the
, polling agent of ~ny recognized political party or

(2) If a, poll ing agent appointed under subsection
(1) dies or hecomes incapable of acting, the secretary
of the recognized political party or its authorized
agent or the group leader of the independent group,
.as the case mav be, may appoint another polling'
agent in his place and sha 11forthwith give to the
presiding officer notice in writing of the name and
address of the polling agent so appointed.

55. Section 49 of the principal enactment is here­
by amended by the repeal of subsections (1). (2) and
(3) of that section and the substitution therefor of the
following subsections:- '

" (1) The secretary of each recognized political
party or its authorized agent and the group leader ,
of each independent 'group may appoint not more "
than two agents (hereinafter referred to as " polling,
agents ") to represent such party or group at each
polling station during the taking of the poll,
Notice in writing of every such appointment,
stating the names and addresses of the persons
appoi nted shall he gi ven by the secretary of the
recognized political party or, its authorized agent
and the group leader of each independent group
to the presiding officer at that station before the
opening of the poll or during the poll. " '

Loco}, A uthorities Ele~tion$ (Spec1~al ProfJisions) 35
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allotted to each such group set
out against the distinguishing
number of such group; "

(b) shall be capable of being folded up; ,
. (c) shall have a number printed on the

'back; and
(d) shall have attached, a counterfoil

wi th the same number printed
on the face.". '



.(Signature or mark 0/ 'Voter)
I Declared before me this day of 19 .

(Signature oj Presiding Officer)

. 57. Section '52 of the 'principal enactment is hereby
.amended by the repeal of subsection (1) of that
section and the substitution therefor of the following

, subsection:-

, (1) The presiding officer of any polling station
may, and if requested so to do by a polling agent,
shall, require any voter, at the time he appl ies for !

a, ballot paper but not .afterwards. to rnake and
subscribe all or any of the following declarations.
(which shall be exempt from stamp duty), namely i+-

First-" I, (name in full) of (address),
hereby declare that I am the same person
whose name appears as A. B. on the elec­
toral list now in force for this electoral
area. "

56. Section 50 of the principal enactment is here­
by amended as follows:-

(1) byfhe repeal of subsection (1) of that section,
and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection: -

" (1) No person shall be admitted to vote at
any polling station other than the polling

• , station set apart for the group of voters to
which he belongs. " ; ...

(2) by the repeal of subsection (2) of that section;
and .

(3) .in subsection (3) of that section by the omission
of the words " of each candidate" .

\

,
Provided, however, that any person hold­

ing office for the time being as. a member of
such authority may, act as a polling agent
of' his recognized political party or inde-:
pendent g-ronp at any election at -which he
,is a candidate." .

36 Local A uthorities Elections' (Special Provisions),
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independent group at any polling station In the
electoral area of such authority:

AmennmE'O' of
at'Ction 5~
of the
prinl'i,II,1
enactment,

.I

. Ainendme-nt of
section 50 .
01 the
principal
enactiuent,



(1) by the omission of the words "of the candi­
dates ", wherever those words occur; and

... .

(2) by the substitution for the words "particular
. , oandidste " of the words "n~.rti('nlar

recozni 7.ed poli tical .party or independent '
"group.· .

59. Section 54 of the principal enact,ment is hereby Amendment atsection 54
'amended in subsection (1) of that section as follows ,:- of the

, principal
enactment ..

I

(c) the ground on which the ballot paper was
not delivered to such voter.

Such list is in this Ordinance called "list
-of voters to 'whom ballot papers are not delivered
under section 53A.".'.

(b) the name and address of such voter as it
appears in such list; and

Amendmens of
section 53,\
of the
princpal

- enactment.

58. Section 53A of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the substitution for subsection (2)
of that section of the following subsection:-

, ,

.; (2) The presiding officer of the po1ling station
shall enter on a list, substantially in the form set out
.in the Seventh Schedule, the following particulars
relating to each voter to whom a ballot paper was
not delivered at such 'station under subsection (1)- .

(a) the number of such voter in the electoral
list of the electoral area in which the
election is he.d ;

'.. (Signatu1'e of Presiding 0 fftcer).' .

(Signature or mark of voter)

Declared before me this .. '/'" day of ... :: .... 19...... ,

. Local A uthorities Elections (Special Proviswns) 37
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~ Sec~nd.-" I (name in fUll) of (address), . e­

nereby declare that I have not voted either­
here or elsewhere at this election for the
election of members for this electoral area. "



J;l'tlpeT.1I. .

• Tendered
. ballo'

56. If a person, representing himself
to be a particular voter named on the
electoral list, applies for a ballot paper
after another person has voted as such
voter, .the applicant shall, on making
and subscribing the first declaration set
out in section 5~ (1), be entitled to receive
and to mark a ballot paper in the same
manner as any other voter, but the ballot
paper (hereinafter referred to as "3
tendered ballot paper") shall be of a
colour differing from the other ballot
papers, and instead of being put into
.the ballot box shall be gi ven to the presi­
. ding officer anti endorsed by him with
.. .the name of the voter and his 'number in
the electoral list. The name of the voter
and his number on the list shall be en­
tered in a list to be known as " the ten­
dered votes list". The tendered ballot
papers shall be set aside in a separate
packet and shall not be counted by the
counting officer.'.

62. Section 59 of the principal enactment is here­
by repealed and the following section substituted
therefor :.-. . .~~=:59. (1) As soon as practicable after

. of pol]. the closure of the poll the presidi~g
officer of each polling station shal l, In
the presence of the polling agents. make
up into separate packets. sealed ~.itb
hIS own seal and the seals of such pOllIng
agents as desire to affix their seals-
(a) each ballot box used at" that station

together with the key of' the ~
box. each such box remaining
locked as it was at the time of

\

.. , .

6'1.' Section . 56 of the principal enactment is­
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: _. .

55" No voter shan be entitled to vote
by proxy at any election for any electoral
area.".

.. Voting ,
by proxy
Iorbiddea.
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.....: 60. Section 55 of the princi pal enactment is hereby
, repealed and the following section substituted there-
for:--· .

:RepllDOQW,1tf)~U
of 1100&10111"
of&bapnDd.,.,
~n1\_0Dt.

Replaeement
of sectiou ~tS
of thIS
principel
cacameat,

Jlepl108llUlD'
Gf
IedjOD DiS
of&be
priocipaliIIlaCUQe.'.
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"

60.' E~l.ch recognized political- party
or an independent group which has
nominated candidates at any ejection
for any electoral area may appoint not
more than two agents (hereinafter re-

. · ferred to as the "counting agents") to
attend at the counting of the votes a~
each place befm'e the votes are counted at
such- election .and not more than two
agents to attend .at the proceedings
under section 65.' Notice in writing of

Reolacemeni
01 .echoD 60'
of the
principal
.enae$ID8 ••

• Appointment
of counting
I\genh aDd·
~ther agems,
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the opening of the poll and
being sealed after the closure
of the poll so' as to prevent the

. '- introduction. of any ballot
.papers thereaf'ter ;

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot paper.
p iaced together;

(c) the tendered ballot papers; ..
(d) .the marked copies i()f the electoral

list and the counterfoils of' the
ballot papers: ;_

(e) the tendered votes .list ; and
U) the list of voters to whom' ballot

papers are not delivered under
section 53A, .'

and shall deliver the packets to the coun­
ting officer of the polling station in
which the poll was held.. . J

(2) The packets shall be accompanied
by a statement (hereinafter referred to
as "the ballot paper account") made. by , i .'

the presiding officer, showing the num-
ber of ballot papers entrusted to him..
and accounting for them under the heads
of- .

(a) ballot papers in the ballot box; .
. (b) unused and spoilt ballot papers;

and
(c) tendered ballot papers.'.

63. Section 60 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substitut-
ed therefor: - ....



. ,glyen ..

such: appointments; stating the names
and addresses of the persons appointed: .
shall be given by the secretary of such
recognized party or its authorized agent I

or the group leader to the counting officer
.or returning officer, as the case may be,
before the counting or declaration of the -
result commences. The counting officer­
or returning officer, as the case may be,
may' refuse to admit to the. place where
the votes are counted or the place where

, the proceedings under section 65 takes
place any counting agent or other agent
whose name. and address has not been so

, .

u No~iooof
~e coun ..
.nd
1t:c1a.ration
at result.

BepTacemen'
of seetien 61
of the principal
'!m&etment.

64. Section 61 of the principal enactment is here­
by repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: - .-

61. (1) The returning officer shall:'
make arrangements for counting the
votes in the presence of the counting
agents as soon as possible after the close
of the poll, and shall give notice in writ-
ing of the time and places at which the
count of the - votes will be commenced,
to the secretary or the authorized agent
.of a recognized _political party or the
grou p leader of an independent group
contesting that election.

(2) The returning officer shall, before
he proceeds to declare the result of an

.' election under section 65, give notice in
writinz to the secretary .or the' alltho~

. 0 ..

. rized agent of a recognized ,Political
partv or the grolln lp<:t.d~ .. of an ln~eoen:,:~
dent group contesting that election of
the time and place at which the result
will be declared.", .

4D ,~:.·:i~.~·LocalA uthorities Elections (Special P1'o'Disio~)
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Replacement
of section 63
of the
principal
enactment.

.'

Beplacement
of 8~"UU daf
of "he
principal
enacement.

"

63. ' (1) Any ballot paper-
(a) which does not bear the official
, mark; or
-. h' b . r f(b) on W IC votes are given or-·

(i) more than one recognized
political party; or

(ii) more than one independent
. group; or ,

(iii) a combination of one or more
recoznized political
parties and independent
grQups; or

, (c) on which anything is written or
marked bv wh ich the voter can
'be identified except the printed
number on th~ back; or

• Rejected
ballot
papen.

66. Section 63 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the .following section substituted there-
for:--" I

62. (1) Except with the consent of
t.he coun ting officer, no person other than
the counting officer, the persons
appointed to assist him, and the count­
ing agents may be present at the
counting of the votes.

(2) Before the counting officer pro­
ceeds to count the votes, he shall; in the
presence of the counting agents, open
each ballot box and, taking out the ballot
papers therein, shall count and record
the number thereof, and then mix
tog-ether the whole of the' papers con­
tained in the ballot boxes.
(3) The counting officer, while

counting and recording the number of
ballot papers and counting the votes,
shall keep the ballot papers with their
faces upwards, and take all proper pre­
cautions for preventing any person from ,
seeing the numbers printed on the back
of the papers.".

" The coune,

,68. Section 62 of the princi pal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for:-

Local Anthoritie» Elections (Sp~cial Provisions) 41 " \
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. .

,_. (4) The counting officer shall not count
any ballot paper which is rejected by
him under subsection (1).

(5) The counting officer sha11draw up
a statement showing separately the
number of ballot papers rejected, under
each of the grounds specified in sub­
section (1). and shan 'on request allow
anv counting agent to copy the state ..
ment.. , .

(6) The counting officer shall prepare
8 written statement in words as wen as
in figures of the number of votes given .
for each recognized political partv and
independent group, and such statement.

1+2 ,~' Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
Law, No. 2,4 .of 1977

(d) which is unmarked or void for \
uncertainty, ...

shall be rejected by the counting officer.
The counting officer shall endorse the
word " rejected" on . any such ballot
paper.

(2) Where the countingofficer is satis­
fied that any mark made on a ballot
paper clearly indicates the intention of
the voter to give his vote and the recog­
nized political party or independent
'group (or whom he gives his vote, the
counting officer shall not reject the ballot
paper under subsection (1) On the ground
solely that! it has not been marked in all
respects in accordance with the direc­
tions given for the guidance of voters

, under the provisions of this Ordinance.

, ' (3). Where the counting officer is
satisfied that a. ballot pa per is not a
forged or counterfeit ballot paper he
shall not reject it solely on the gronnd
that it is not stamped or perforated
with the official mark. Before deciding

. not to reject a ballot naner under the -
preceding provisions of this suhsection '
the counting officer shall show it to each
counting agent if present and hear his .
views thereon.



64. (1) Upon the completion of the
counting at .any polling station, the
counting officer shall sea) up in separate
packets the counted and rejected ballot·
papers.

(2) The counting' officer shall deliver
the packets referred to in suhsection (1)
to the returning officer together with the
unused and spoilt ballot papers placed
together, . the tendered ballot papers,
the marked copies of the electoral

- list and the counterfoils of the ballot
papers, the tendered votes lists, the

It6pl~'
of NlCllOJa M
of ,be
priDdpaJ
~

<

68. Section 64 of the principal enactment is hereby
,repealed anti the following section substi tuted there­
for:-

63A. Any power,. duty or function of
a counting officer under section fl2 or
section 63 may be exercised, performed
or discharged for and on his beha 1f by
any of his assistants or clerks acting
under .the supervision and direction of
such officer.".

•• Special
Pl"ovisionfJ
relating to
powere
duties or
fnnctioDS
'Under
~&ion 62 or
Il.eCtiOll 68.

67. Section 63A of the principal enactment is RepJ&rerD8n.
hereby repealed and the following section substituted ,of secuon 6&
h ~~t erefor: - princrpe]

8I1MtmeDA

..,~.

,
./

shall be certified by the counting officer
and witnessed by one of his assistants or
clerks and the agents of any party or
group as are ,present and desire to sign.

(7) Before the counting officer makes
a written statement referred to in sub­
section (G), such number of recounts may;
be made as the counting officer deems
necessary; and a recount or recounts
shall be' made upon the application of
a counting agent so however that the
maximum number of recounts that shall
be so made, on the application of any
counting agent or all the' counting
agents, shall not ex,ceed two.

(8) The decision of the counting officer
as to any question arisi ng in respect of '
any ballot paper shall be final and con-
I . ,

C USlve. . ,
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65. (1) (a) After the receipt of the
documents referred to in section 64. the
returning officer shall determine in the
manner hereinafter provided in this
section the candidates to be declared
elected as Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
members.

(b) The returning 'officer shall from
the statements' of the number of votes
given at each polling station, add up and:
. determine the number of votes gi ven for J
each recognized political. party and;(
ludependent group. .
.. (c) The' candidates whose names
appear first and second in the nomina­
tion paper' of the recogni zed . pol itical
party or 'independent group to which
the highest number of votes has hecn
given shall be declared elected hy the
returning officer' as Mayor and Deputy
Mayor, respectively.

(d) 'When an equal ity of votes is found
to exist between two or more recognized
political parties or two or more inde-·
pendent groups or two or more such .

. parties or groups and the add ition of
. a vote.shall entitle the candidates of one
such recognized political party or inrle­
pendent group to be e1ected, the ~e~er­
mination of the recognized politl~a~
party or independent group to WhlCh
such arlditional vote shall be deemed to

" have heen given shall be made hy .lot:;:.
drawn in the presence of the returnmg
officer in such manner as he shall.
determine.

• Declaration
of election

. of Ms.yor.
Deputy
Mayor a.nd
member••

69. Section 65 of the principal enactment is 'hereby ,~
repealed and the following section substituted there- .:.
for:- .

'.,

\

list of voters to whom ballot papers are
not deli vered under section 53A, the
ballot paper account, the written state-

\ ment of the number of votes given to
each recognized political party or inde-"
pendent group and the record' of the'
count under subsection (2) of section
62.",

44 Locai A uthorities Electume (Specie; Provisions) "
. Law, No. 2.4 oj 1977 '. ';

Replacement
of section 66
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princir-'
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(2). (a) Every recognized P?litical party
and independent group polling less than
one-eighth of the total .votes polled
at the election shall be disqualified from
having any candidates elected as the
other members of the local authority.

(b) The votes polled by the disqualified
parties and .independent groups, "if any,
shall be deducted from the total votes
polled at the election and the number ot
votes resulting from such deduction are
herei nafter referred to as the " relevant
number of votes.". .

(0) The relevant number of votes shall"
be divided by the number of members,
other than the Mayor and Deputy Mayor,
to be elected at that election. for that'
local authority. The whole number
resulting from such division (any balance
votes not being taken into account) is
herei nafter referred to as the " result-
ing number". /

(d) The number of votes polled by each
recognized political party and indepen­
dent group (other than those parties or
groups disqualified under paragraph
(a) ), beginning with the party or group
which polled the highest number of votes,
shall then be divided by the; resulting
number and the returning officer shall
declare as elected from each such party
and group in the order in which their
names appear in the nomination paper,
such numher of candidates (excluding
the candidates declared elected as Mayor
and Deputy Mayor) as is equivalent to
,the whole number resulting from. the
division hy the resulting number of the
votes polled by such party ?r group. The
remainder of the votes, If any, after
such division, shall be dealt with" if
necessary, under pa.ragraph (e) ..

(e) Where after the declaration of the
election of members as provided In para­
grnph (d) there are one or more members
still to he declared elected, such member
Or number of memhers shan he declared
elected on the rema.inder of the votes.

..



referred to in paragraph (d) to the credit.
of each party or' group after the decla­
ration made under that paragr(l ph and
the votes polled by any party or group .~
not having any of its candidates declared
elected under paragraph {d), the candi­
date next in the order of priority in the
nomination paper of the party or gr-; ....p .
having; the highest of such votes being
declared elected the next member and so
on until -all the members to be elected

. are declared elected.
(f) Where an equali ty of votes is found

. to exist in the balance number of votes
to the credit of one or more parties and
groups referred to in this subsection and
the addition of a vote would entitle any
candidate of such party or groll p to be
declared elected under th is subsection
·the determination of the party or group

.. to wh ich such one addi tiona 1 vote shall
he deemed to have been given shall be
made hv lot drawn in the presence of the .;
retu rn ing offirer in such manner as he
shall determi ne. .

(3) For the purpose of this section ~he .
nnmher of votes polled at any ('leetlOn
ShR II be deemed to be the number of

!1 votes actually counted .and shall. not
" .inc1ude any votes rejected or void.'.
. 70. The following new section is' hereby in~el'ted
immediately after section 65, and shall have effect as
section 65A, of the principal enactmeilt:-
ttFillingof 65A. (1) If the office of Mayor falls
'f'&Callciee. fvacant due to death, resignatiqn or or

anv other cause the elections officer shall
declare the D~put.Y Mayor elected as
Mayor. . .
. '(2) If the office of Deputy Mayor fa.ns
vacant due to death, resignation or for
any other. cause, the elections officer shall'
declare elected as Deputy Mayor f!om
the nomination paper of the recognIzed
pol itical party or independent gron p to '!'..'
which the Deputy 1\1ayor who vacated
office belonged the. member whose 'name
appears next after the name of such
Deputy Mayor who vacated office.

. 46 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Pr~1Jisions)
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(6) The Minister shall, by Order puhli-,
shed in the Gazette" appoint such person
as member of that local authority to till
such vacancy or office ann the person so
appointed shall be deemed, for all pur­
poses, to be a member under the provi­
sions of this Ordinance, and shan hold'
officeonly ll.ntil the expiry of t~e urrent
term of office of the members e cted at
the last precedinggeneral elect' n.".

i .

(4) Where all the candidates whose
names remain in the; nomination paper
of any recognized' political party or
indenendent group have heen elected and
a vacancy occurs to be filled by a candi­
date from such party or gronp ,the
elections officer shall inform the Minister
through the Commissioner-e-

(a) that a candidate has to be elected
to f 11 a, vacancv of a member ;

.}

and

(b) that there remains no candidate to
be elected from 'the nomination

, I paper of the party or group to
which that member belonged.

(5) Upon the receipt of such informa­
tion, the Minister shall can upon the
secretary of such recognized political
party or the group leader of such inde­
pendent group to nominate a. candidate
who is elegihle under' this Ordinance for
election as member of that authority, to
fill such vacant, seat or office.
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(3)' If' the office of a member falls
vacant due to death, (resignation or for
any other cause, the elections officer shall
declare-elected as member the candidate
whose name appears next after the last
of the elected members in the nomination.
paper of the recognized political party
or independent group to which the mem­
ber who vacated office belonged. '



.72. Section 67 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows :-

(1) by the repeal of subsection (1) of that section; ,
(2) by the repeal of subsection (2) of that section,

_and the substi tution therefor of the
following subsection: - ~.('.
. "(2) The' returning officer shall forw~rd
to the elections officer of the district in which
the electoral area is situated all the packets
of ballot papers in his possession, together
with the statements under subsection (6) of
section 63, the ballot paper account, tendered
votes' list, packets of counterfoils and the
marked copies of electoral lists sent by the
counting officers endorsing- on each p~cket a
descri ption of its contents and the date of

/

\ '

66. (1) Upon the declaration· of the
result of any election of the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor and members of the .local
authority of an electoral area, the retur­
ning officer of that electoral area shall-

(a) publish a notice specifying-
. (i) the names of the two candi­

dates elected as Mayor.
and Deputy Mayor;
and

(ii) the names of the candidates
elected as members ; and

(b) report the result through the
. ejections officer of the district
in which the area is situated to
the. Commissioner.

(2) The Commissioner shall forth-
'with upon the receipt of the report- of
the result cause the names of the two
candidates elected as Mavor and Deputy
Mayor, and the names of"the cand~date~
elected as members to be published In the
Gazette.". "

., Publication
0[ re8UI~8.

. '
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71. Section 66 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substdtuted there­
for :-

Ameu.men'
Dfeeelio. 61
of ,he
,nDripal4m&CbDe.'.

Beplaoemen' .
.f eec'ioD 66
Clf ,he
priocipat
• .......... D••
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Replacemem
of section 78
of the
principal
enactment.

Insertion
of Dew
aection 69"
in the
principal
enactment.

Beplaeemem
of section 68
of the
principal
enactment .

5-ct 30.06B (77/11)

73. The secretary of a recognized
political' party which has nominated
candidates for election at .any election
under this Ordinance or its authorized
agent: or a group leader may himself do

.. Secretary
of a
recognized'
political .
party or
group
leader may
act as his
own agent
or assist his
agent.

. 75. Section 73 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for :-

74. The following new section is hereby inserted
immediately after section 69, and shall have effect as
section .69A, of the principal enactment: _,.
.. Death, 69A. The death or withdrawal or dis-
withdrawal or
disqualification qualification under this Ordinanes for
of candidate election or for sitting' and voting as anot to
invalidate member, whether before or after the
nomination • g-eneral election of the members of a.paper of ......
party or local authority, of any person or persons
group. nominated by a recognized political

party or independent group for election
at that general election shall not invali­
date or in any way affect the nomination
paper of that party or group, and
accordinglv the candidature or election
of any oth"'er person nominated by that
party or group on that nomination paper

... shall not be invalidated by reason only
of the fact of the death, withdrawal or .
disqualification of such person or

"persons. .

68. The returning officer may appoint
any presiding officer of a polling station
for any electoral area to count the votes
polled at that polling station and a
presiding officer SO. appointed to count
the votes is ref erred to in this Ordinance
as a (' counting officer ".

• Appointment
of counting
officers, .

, ..... .
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, the election to which they relate, and the
name of the electoral area in which the
election was held.".

'73. Section 68 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-
for :- . (

/'



•• Non­
attenda.nce
or the '
agents of
recognized
political
parties or

",·jndependen'
groupa,

74. Where under this Part of this
Ordinance .any act or thing which, is
required or authorized to be done in the
presence of the agent or agents of the
recognized political parties or indepen­
dent groups at any election under this
Ordinance the non-atendance of any
agent or agents of such party or group
at the time and place appointed for the
purpose shall not, if that act or thing IS
otherwise duly done, invalidate the act
or thing done:" .

. '77.' Section 7~ of the principal enactment is hereby
amended in subsection (4) of that section by the repeal
of paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) and the substitution
therefor of the following paragraphs :'_ ",
" (b) otherwise 'obtain or attempt to obtain in a

polling station information as to the recog­
nized political party 01' independent group
for whom a voter in that station is about to
vote or has voted at such election ; or '-: "

(c) communicate at any time to pay person any in­
formation obtained in a polling station as to
the recognized political party or indepe?de~t
group for whom a voter in that statlo~ IS
about to vote or has voted at such electIOn,
or as to the number on the back of the ballot
paper given to a voter at that station; or ,

76. Section 74 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there­
for :-

any act or thing which a polling agent
or counting agent or other agent of such
political party or independent group, if
appointed, would have been required or
authorized to do, or may assist such
agent in doing any such act or thing,
but before acting under this section the
secretary .of the recognized political
party or its authorized agent or a group
leader shall make a declaration herein­
after required to be' made by such
agent." .

,

..
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Amendmen' or
section 76
of the
principal
enactment.

,
/'

.' ,

Replacement
. of section 7t
of the
principal'
enactment.



Amendment of
section 81
of the
principal
'enactment.

Amendment of
. section 79
of the
principal
enactment.

79.' Section 81 of the principal enactment is here­
by amended by the repeal of paragraphs (3), (4) and
(5) of that section, and the substitution therefor, of
the following paragraphs:-.

" (3) who, being a member or official of a religious'
order or organization,- . ' "
.(a) denies or threatens to deny, to any mem­

ber or adherent of that order or
organization, or to any member of the
family of such member or .adherent,
any spiritual ministration, service or -,
benefit, to which such member or
adherent would in the ordinary course
have been entitled; or

.' '(b) excludes, or threatens to exclude, such
member or adherent from such order
or organization, ,

in order to induce or compel such member or
adherent to vote or refrain from voting for
any recognized political party or indepen­
dent group at such election, or to support 01'

;

78. Section 79 of the principal enactment is here­
by amended by the repeal of subsection (2) of that
section and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection :- ' '

" (2) Whoever gives or offers to give any grati- '
fication whatsoever to any person as an inducement
or reward for giving or forbearing to give his vote
in favour of any recognized political party or inde­
pendent group at any election under this Ordinance,
shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction
after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable
to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or to
imprisonment of either description for any term
not exceeding six months or to both such fine and,
such imprisonment. ,
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(d) directly or indirect.ly induce a voter at such
election to display his ballot paper after
he has marked it so as to make known to any
person the recognized political party or
independent group for or against which he
has so marked his vote.". ,



refrain from supporting any recognized poli­
t.ical party or independent grou p at ~11C~
election, or on account of such member or
adherent having voted 01' refrained from
voting for any recognized. 'political party
or independent group at such election, or
having supported or refrained from. suppo~­
ting any recognized political party or inde-
pendent group at such election, or . '

~) (4) who, being the employer of any other person-'.
(a) terminates or threatens to terminate such

employment ; or .
(b) denies or threatens to deny to such other -

person any benefit or service which
, such other person already enjoyed, or

would have enjoyed, in the ordinary'
course of such employment,

. in order to induce or compel such other per­
son. to vote or refrain from voting for any
recognized political party or independent
group at such election, or to support or re­
frain .from supporting anv recognized politi­
cal party or independent group at such

, ' election, or on account of such other person
having voted or refrained from voting for any
recognized political party or independent
group at such election, or having suppo~·ted
or refrained from supporting any recognIzed
political party or independent group at such
election, or '

. (5) who, at any time during the period. comm~ncing
on the first day of the nomniation perIod. at
any election and ending on the day follOWIng
the date of the poll at such. election,-
. (a) utters at any religious assembly any word

- for the purpose of influencing ~he
result of such election or inducing
any voter to' vote or refrain .f:om
voting for' any recognized poll tIcal
party or independent group at such
election, or

(b) for such purnose distributes or displays
at any religious assembly any hand­
bill, placard, poster, notice, SIgn,

, flag or banner, or

". '
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Amendment of
section 81A
of the
principal
enactment.

(2) in subsection (2A) of that section by the substitu­
tion for paragraphs (a) and (b) of that sub­
section of the following paragraphs: _
'c C (a) who is a candidate nominated by any

recognized political party: or. inde-
, pendent group at any election In any'

electoral area shall, on the day on
which the poll is taken at such elec­
tion, use in, that area any building or
structure (whether. tempo,rary or other­
wise), other than the ordinary place of
residence of such candidate for any

, , purpose 'calculated ~o promote the
, election of the candidates of that
recognized political party or indepen-

" ' 'dent group; or

(1) in subsection (1) thereof by the substitution­
(i) for paragraph (c) of that subsection of

the following paragraph :_' ,
" (c) persuading any voter not to

vote for any particular re­
cognized political party or
independent group i" ;and

(ii) for paragraph (e) of that subsection of
the following paragraph :-
'c (e) distributing or exhibiting any

handbill, placard, poster or
notice relating to the election
{other than any official hand-
bill, pl acard, poster or notice)
.or ,any symbol allotted under
section 37 to any recognized
political party or independent
group." ;

80. Section 81A of the principal enactment IS
hereby amended as follows: _ ,

I

(c) holds or causes to be held a' public meet­
Ing at a place of ,worship for the pur­
pose of promoting the election of "the
candidates of any recognized political
party or independent group at such
election. ".
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81. Section 81B of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of subsection (1) of that
section and the substitution therefor of the following:
subsection: - '

" (1) During the period commencing on the first
day of the nomination period of any election, under­
this Ordinance and ending on the day following;
the day on which the poll is taken at such election,
no person shall" for the purposes of promoting the

" election of any candidate of a recognized political:
party or independent group at such election,.
display-' ,

,(a) in any premises, whether public or
private, any flag or banner except in
or on any vehicle that is used for the
conveyance of a candidate nominated
by a recognized political party or
independent group at such election; or.,

(b) any handbill, placard, poster, notice or
sign on any place to which the public
have a right of, or are granted, access
, except in ?r on any premises on any.
day on which a meeting in support of
a candidate nominated by a recognized'
political party or independent group
at such election is due to be held in

~, .that premises ; or
(0)' any handbill, placard, poster, notice or­

, ' sign, flag or banner, on or across any
public road; or '

(d) any handbill, placard, poster, notice or
sign in or on any vehicle, except in or
on any vehicle" that is used for the'
conveyance of a candidate nominated'
bv a recognized political party or
independent group at such election.' "..
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(b) shall, at any time during the period
commencing on the first day of the­
nomination peniod at any election in
any electoral area and ending on the
day immediately following the date­
on which the poll is taken at such
election conduct" hold or take part in
,any procession other than a procession
on May 1, in any year, or any propes­
sion for religious or social purposes ~
or ".

Amendment of
section 81B
of the
principal .
enactment.



•

,,
(a) the utterances or activities at· any

election under this Ordinance of any
candidate of a recognized political
. party or independent group which is
contesting such'election; or

(b) the conduct or management of such
sleotion by such candidate of any
recognized political -party or inde­
pendent group, : ,

and such statement is capable of influencing the
, result of such election, then, every person who'at
the time of such publication was the proprietor,

Amendment 01
section 8ID
of the
principal
enactment,

83. Section SIn of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of subsection (1) of that
.section and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection: -

" (1) Where there is published in any newspaper
any false statement concerning or relating to,-'

. '

82. Section 8Ic of the .principal enactment is Amendment of
hereby al'!len~edin subsection (3) of that section by, ~c:~~n 810
the substitution for paragraph, (c) of that subsection principal
of the following paragraph: _ . ,,~. enacncens.

" (c) where the returning officer for any, electoral..,-....·,· ;
area is satisfied, upon written application in '
that behalf made to him by any person (not
being a candidate nominated by a recognized
political party or an independent group) so
~ to reach such officerseven days before the
day on which a poll is taken at any election
iri that area, that such person is unable, by
reason of any physical disability, to convey
himself to and from the poll on foot or in
any public transport service referred to in
paragraph (b) of this subsection, the return- .,
ing officer may give such person written
authority, to use any vehicle, vessel or
animal for the purpose of conveyinghimself
to and from the poll, and accordingly' the
use of a vehicle, vesselor animal for the pur-
pose of such conveyanceby such person shall
be deemed not to. be a contravention of the
provisions of subsection (1)." .
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: 86. All expenses incurred under this
.Ordinance in the preparation of t~e
electoral list of any electoral area, In
connection with the nomination of
candidates by recognized political parties
and independent groups for the pUrJ~ose
of any election of any local author~tY, '
and in the conduct of a general electiou
shall be defrayed out of the Consolidated
Fund." .'

.. Expenses of
elections.

.
. 85. Section 84 of, the principal enactment IS
hereby amended as follows :- .

(a) by the omi~sionof' th~ words" of the wards "j

and
(b) by the omission of the words" or by-election".

'}
_/,

86. Section 86 of the principal enactment is
" : hereby repealed and the following section substituted

therefor: - ' 'I

. '82. If any person votes more' than
once at any general election under this
Ordinance whether in the same electoral
'area or different electoral areas or asks
, for a ballot paper for the purpose of so
voting, such person shall be guilty of an
'offence and shall on 'conviction after
.summarv trial before a' Magistrate be
.liabls to rigorous imprisonment for a
term not exceeding one year." .

.. Plural
voting.

84. Section 82 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following new section substituted
therefor:-
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themanager.: the editor,. the publisher or other'
similar officerof that newspaper, or was purporting
to act in such capacity, shall each be guilty of an
offenceunless such person proves that such publica- ~
tion was made without his consent or connivance,
and that he exercised all such diligence to prevent

_ such publication,' as he ought to have exercised
having regard to the nature of his functions in
such capacity and in all the circumstances.".

,)

, .
" .. .~ .

Replacemen'
of section 86

" of the'
principal
enactment.

Amendment
of seciton 84
olthe
principal
enactment.

Rep Iacemen t
of section 8!a
of the '
principal

• enactment,



Replacement
of the
First
Schedule
to the
principal
enactment.

,.

Amendment
of section 89
of the
principal
enactment.

[Section 28 (2)]

FORM OF NOMINATTON PAPER

......... " Council
The ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. party. bein~.a recognized

,_ political party!An independent group of candidates h~re.by
nominates the following persons, in the order of priority
inwhich their names appear, as candidates for election at

, " Mayor " means the Mayor of a Municipal
Councilor the Chairman of an Urban
Council, a Town Council or a Village
Council;' ;_and

(5) by the omission of the definition of " ward".

88. The First Schedule to the principal enactment
is hereby repealed and the following Schedule
substituted therefor: - "

" FIRST SCHEDULE

(4)

(3)

87. Section 89 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows: - "

(1) by the insertion, .immediately after the defini-
, . tion of " appointed date", of the following

new defini tion :_,.
'" th . d t ,. hau orrze agen ',means a person w ose

name appears first in the nomination
paper, 'submitted by' a recognized
political party;';, '

(2) by the omission' of the' definition of " Commis­
sioner of Parliamentary Elections" and the
substitution, therefor, of the following
definition: -
, c, Commissioner of Elections " means the

Commissioner of Elections appointed
under section 82 of the Constitution
of Sri Lanka;';

by the insertion, immediately after the definition
of the " Commissioner of Elections ", of the
following new definition: - ,
, " Deputy Mayor" means the Deputy Mayor

of a Municipal Council or the Vice­
Chairman of 'an Urban Council, a
Town Council or a Village Council;';

by the insertion, immediately after the definition
of " local elections ", of the following new
definition: _
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Justice of the Peace or Notary
Public. "

................~ .

--Signed by the abovenamed
............... ', Secretary of,
recognized political - party I
group leader in my presence
at ' '. on this ~,

day of 10 ' .

, Address: .

Name: ~ .

Signature of secretary at
recognized political
party /group leader

......................
..',

/' ,

4. Signature
signifying
consent of
candidate

3. O~oupation2. Address1. Name

the general election to 'be held for the election of members
of the ' Municipal Council/Urban Council!
Town Council/Village Council, the first and second named
candidates to be in addition, candidates for election as Mayor
and Deputy Mayor, respectivelyIChairman and Vice-Chair­
-man, respectively of that Council.
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Replacement
of the
Second'
Schedule '
to the
principal
enactment.

The voter. will then fold up the ballot paper so as to
show the official mark on the back to the presiding officer
and put the' paper into the ballot box, and forthwith quit
the polling station.

If the voter inadvertently spoils a ballot paper, he can -:
return it to the presiding officer, who will, if satisfied of
such inadvertance, give him another ballot paper.

If the voter-
(i) votes for more than one recognized political party, or
(ii) votes for more than one independent group, or
(iii) votes for a combination of one or more recognized

political parties and independent groups, or
(iv) places any mark on the paper. by which he may be

afterwards identified, . .
his ballot paper will be void and will not be counted.

If the voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling
station or puts into a ballot box anything other than
a ballot paper which he is authorized to put into thati ,
box, he will be liable, on conviction after summary
trial before a Magistrate, to a fine not 'exceeding five
hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either descrip­
tion for a term not exceeding six months or to both
such fine and imprisonment." .

Every voter shall have one vote which may be given to a
recognized political party or to an independent group.

The voter will go into one of the compartments and place
a cross (thus X) on the right-hand side of the ballot paper'
opposite the name and symbol of the recognized political
party or the number and symbol of the independent group
for which he votes..

FORM OF DIRECTIONS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF A
VOTER IN VOTING, WHICH SHALL BE EXHIBITED
OUTSIDE EVERY POLLING STATION AND IN EVERY I

COMPARTMENTOF EVERY POLLING STATION

"SECOND SCHEDULE[Section 45]
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'89. The Second Schedule to the principal enact­
ment is hereby repealed and the following Schedule
substituted therefor:-

• -." 'I'



. .

. .

92. The Sixth Schedule to the principal enactment
is hereby repealed. .

/ ' t' '" • i-. I ~. I'.';' , '

Signature of person taking the :
declaration..

* Note: This section muSt b~ reaa to the declarant by the
person taking_.the declaration." ", \

........................ ,. .
f • ' • ' •

I

I, . ; ,.. ',' .' solemnly promise
and declare that I will not at this election for the electoral
area of the : ; : ; Municipal
Council/Urban Council/Town Council/Village Council, do
anything forbidden by section 76* of the Local -Authoritles
Elections Ordinance, .which has been read to me..

FORM OF DECLARATION OF SECRECY

[Section 76 (1)] "FOURTH SCHEDULE

I.

91. The Fourth Schedule to the principal enact­
ment is hereby repealed' and the following Schedule

.' substituted therefor: _.' .

. .

* Here print symbol of each such party or group.

...~ounterfo~l No. ., -..: ","-.' . -I " A" PARTY
. I Note.-The counter/oU is, --:-. --------

to have a numbe.rto corres-I 'B" PARTY
pond with that on the backI :.:-----. -----

. .of the ballot paper. I "C " PARTY Oil

The namesof each recog-; "INDEPENDENT GROUP" 1 >I>

nized political party and the II
words" independent group" "INDEPENDENT GROUP" 2 •
must be p1'inted in Sinhala, . .

. Tamil .and English: I " INDE:fENDENT GROUP" 3 ill

, .

FORM OF FRONT OF BALLOT PAPER

. "TIDRD SCHEDULE. .[Section 47]

'. . ....
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90. The Third Schedule to the principal enactment
is hereby repealed and the. following .Schedule
substituted therefor :-. . .

, :. ,

Repeal
of the
Sixth
f:chednle'
to the
principal
enactment.

,
Replacement
oftha .
Fourth
Schedule '
to the
principal
enactment,
I

! .

Beplscemem
of the
Third
Schedule
to the
principal
enactment,

......



Amendmen.
of section IS
of the
principal
enactment.

Repeal of
section 12
of the
principal
enactmen•.

Repeal of
section 6
of the
principal
enactment.

"

Replacement
of section 6 of
Chapter 262.

Amendment
of the
Seventh
Schedule
to the
principal
enactment.

97. Section 13 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended by the repeal of subsection (3) of that section
and the .substitution therefor of the following sub-
section:- .

" (3),If any person elected as a Councillor refuses
or resigns his office, or dies, or vacates his office
.under subsection (2) or if a casual vacancy occurs in
any other manner in such office, the Mayor or the
'Commissioner; as the case may be, shall sen.d a
written communication to that effect to the elections
officer. Upon the receipt of such commu~ication, t~e
elections officer shall proceed to fill the vacancy ill

, 96. i Section 12 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed.

95. Section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed.

~ .

94. Section 5 of the Municipal Councils Ordinance
(hereafter in, this Part referred to as the'
c t principal enactment ") is hereby repealed and the
following section substituted therefor': - :
.. Composition 5. (1) Each Municipal Council shall
of Municipal
Councils. consist of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor

and such number of other Councillors .as
the Minister .may prescribe by Order
published in the Gazette. '

(2) In determining the' number of
Councillors the Minister shall have
regard to the area and population of the
Munici pali ty . .. '

(3) Every Order made. under subsection,
(1) shall as soon as may be convenient be
laid 'before the National" State. - ~
Assembly.". '

PART II .

"'''Ward No.

..
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93.. The Seventh Schedule to the principal enact-·
ment IR hereby amended' by the omission of the
: following item:-



14. (1) There shall be a Mayor and a
Deputy Mayor for each Municipal Coun­
cil who shall be Councillors and be
elected in accordance with the provisions
of the Local Authorities Elections

. Ordinance. .
(2) (a) The Mayor or Deputy Mayor of

a Municipal Council shall hold officefor
the. term of officeof the Council unless
he resigns or .,vacatessuch office.

(b)' Whenever a - Mayor or Deputy
'.. Mayor vacates his. office he shall at the
same time cease to be Councillor.

(3) The Mayor of a Municipal Council
shall subject to the provisions of section
28 of the .Local Authorities (SpeClal
Provisions) Act, No. 48 of 1971, be the
chief executive officerof the Council and

- all executive acts and responsibilities.
which are by this' Ordinance 01" by any r

other written law directed or empowere~
to be done or discharged by the CouIl;ClI
may, unless the contrary intention
appears from the context, be done or

, ,discharged by the Mayor. . .
(4) The Mayor may by'order in writing

delegate to; the Deputy Mayor or
Commissioner or' any officer o! the
Council any of the powers, duties or
functions conferred or imposed upon or
vested -in the Mayor by this Ordinance
or any other written law..

.. Term of
officeof .
Mayor and
Deputy
Ma.:r~t.

\

99. Section 14 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted there-
for:- '

" MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR",

accordance with the provisions of the Lo~al Autho- ;
rities Elections Ordinance; and the person there­
upon elected shall serve as a Counci110runtil the
expiry of the term of officeof the Councillors elected
at the last preceding general election.".·

. ,

98. The subheading appearing inPart IIIof the
principal enactment immediately before section 14 is
hereby repealed· and' - the following subheading

. substituted therefor i-c-
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Replacement'
of section 14
of the
principal
enactment.

Replacement of
subheading
appearing
in Part ill
immediately
before
.of section 14
of the
principal.
enactment.



18. The ,Mayor may, \wheneve~' he
thinks fit and shall upon a written
requisitio~ signed by three Council!ors,
call a special meeting of the Council to
be held at the Municipal office.".

.. Special
meetings.

Replacement!
of section 18
of the
principal
enactment.

101. Section 18 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: - .

(

Repeal of
section 15
oltha
.principal
enactment,

100. Section 15 of the. principal enactment IS
hereby repealed.

,

(6) During the period commencing on
the date of occurrence of a vacancy in
the office of Mayor and ending on ..the
date of election of a new Mayor or during'
the period of absence of the ~ayor on
account of illness or other unavoidable
cause the Deputy Mayor may exercise,
(J ischarge and perform the same powers,
functions and duties as the Mayor.

(7) Whenever the office of Mayor of 'a
Munici pal Council falls vacant informa­
tion of the ,occurrence of the vacancy
shall forthwith be given to the elections
officer of the district, in writing, by the
. Commissioner of the Council. Upon the '
recei pt of such information the elections
officer shall proceed to fill the vacancy in
the manner prescribed in the Local
Authorities Elections Ordinance. ":
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(5) The exercise, discharge or per­
formancs by the Deputy Mayor. or
Commissioner Or any other officer of the.
Council of any power, function or duty
delegated to him by order of the Mayor
shall be subject to the direction and can-
.trol of the Mayor and shall be subject to
such conditions and restrictions and
limited to such purpose or purposes as
may be specified in the order and any
such delegation may at any time be
varied or cancelled' by order of the
Mayor.



, 105., Section 188 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended, in subsection (1) lof that section by
the insertion immediately after paragraph (m) thereof
of the following new paragraph:-

" (mm) all allowances payable to \ the Mayor,
,, Deputy Mayor and .Councillors at such

. rates as may be prescribed by regulatlons
made under section 289." .

'104. Section 170 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of subsection (4) of that
section and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection:- ,

'" (4) In the event of the vacation of the office of
both the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor by death or
resignation or for any other cause, then during the
period intervening between the vacation of office of
the. Deputy Mayor and the election' of a new May?r
the Commissioner may exercise, perform and dIS­
charge all the rights, privileges, powers, duties and .'
functions vested in or conferred or imposed on the
Mayor by this Ordinance or any other written
law.". "

22. The Mayor, or in his absence, the
Deputy Mayor, shall preside at all
meetings of the Council, and if both the
Mayor and the Deputy Mayor are
absent, the Councillors present shall
elect one of their own number to preside
at the meeting.",

, Mayor or
Deputy ,
Mayor to
preside at
meetings of
Council,

.. Notice of
meetings. 19. # The Mayor shall cause 'notice in

writing of every general or special meet­
ing or adjourned meeting' of the
Council, and of the business to be tran­
sacted thereat to be served on each
Councillor at least four days before the
meeting;' ,

103. Section 22' of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: '_

102. Section '19 of the principal. enactment is ~
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: - , ,

Amendment
,of section 188
of the
principal
enactment', ,

I

Amendment
of section 170
of the
principal
enactment.

Replacement
of section 22
of the

. principal
enactment.

Replacement
of section 19
of the
principal
ena.ctment.

. ,
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Replacement
of section 2l~
of the
principal
ensctmea ••,

216., The Mayor may in case of neces-,
sity, during any year reduce or Increase
the expenditure under any head of the
budget or of any supplementary budget,
or .may transfer the moneys assigned
under one head of expenditure to another
head:

6 -d 30068 (77J11)

,, .

II Reduction or
increase of .
expenditure.

.108.. Section 216 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor:-

Cc Mayor's
powers
with
regard to
"budget.

107. The following new section is hereby inserted' Insertion'
• • of DewImmedIately after section 215, and shall have effect as section 215A
section 215A, of the principal enactment: - in the

principal'
215A. If the Council modifies .or rejects enactment.

all or any of the items in any budget or
, supplementary budget or adds any item
thereto and the Mayor does not agree
with any such decision of the Council,
he shall re-submit the budget or supple-
mentary budget to the Council for
,further consideration. Where a budget
or supplementary budget is not passed
by the Council within two weeks after i~
is re-submitted, such budget or supple­
mentary budget shall, notwithstanding
that it has not been passed by the
Council, be deemed to be the duly adop­
ted budget or supplementary budget of
the Council." .

Insertion
of new
section 207A
in the '
principal
enactment.
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. 106.. The following new section is hereby inserted
rmmediatety after section 207, and shall have effect as
section 207A, of the principal enactment:-
~~ren 207A. If the Council fails to sanction
may the raising of a loan for the purpose of
exercise fulfilling any duty imposed on thepower of
Council Councilor carrying out any work which
relating to .the Mayor considers to be necessary, theraising of
loans. Mayor may, with the approval of the

Minister, raise such loan and may
- exercise all the powers .vested in the
Council under the provisions of this Part
as though such powers were conferred
by this Part on the lVIayor.". .



.111. Section 277 of the. principal, snactment is
. hereby amended as follo.ws: - ' , ,....J

(1) by th~ repeal of subsection (1) of that section .
and the substitution therefor of the follOWIng
subsection: -,
" (1) If at any time the Minister is satisfied
that there is sufficient proof of-, '

(a) incompetence and mismanagement;
or,

(b) persistent default in the perfor.>
., mance of the duties imposed by

this Ordinance or any other
. written law; or

by the insertion' immediately after the renum- t
bered subsection (1) of that section of the
following new subsection: - '
" (2) If the Council rej ects any or all the
tenders laid before the Councilor fails to
sanction the contract referred to in subsection
(1), the Mayor may, with the approval of .the
Minister, enter into such contract notwIth­
standing the provisions of paragraph, (c) and
(d) of subsection (1)- of this section.".. '

, - 110. Section 229 of the principal enactment, IS
hereby amended as follows: -

, .'
(1) by the renumbering of that section as subsection

, (I) of, section 229; .
,(~)

. .'
217. The authority for .expenditure

conveyed by any budget or supplementary
budget passed ,by a Munici pal Council
or deemed to be the duly adopted budget
or supplementary budget of such Council
shall expire at the 'end of the financial
year to which such budget relates.";

II Lapse of
a.uthority
for
expenditure
sanctioned
.by budget.. ,

109.' Section 217 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the' following section substituted
therefor :-

Provided that the total amount or.'
expenditure sanctioned by the budget or J

by any supplementary budget passed by *
the Council shall not be exceeded." . '.~~:~

. ;

.~.
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Am:endment
of section 277
oftha
principal
enactment.

't

Amendment
of section 229
oftha
principal
(mAOtment.'

Replacement
of section 217.
of the
principal
enactment.'
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._(c) persistent refusal or neglect to'
'comply with any provisions otJ
law; or

(d) abuse of the powers conferred' by
this' Ordinance or -any other
written law; or ' ,', .

(e) persistent refusal to hold or attend
, meetings or to vote or to trans­
act business at any meetings to

, be helg,' _
. on the part of the Mayor, or on the part
of any Municipal Council, or of any of the
Councillors thereof the Minister may as the
circumstances of each case may require by
Order published in the Gazette-

(i) remove the Mayor from office; or,
(ii) remove all or any of the Council­

lors of the Council from office
and the provisions of section 13
(3) shall thereupon apply; or

(iii) dissolve the Municipal Council; .
and such ,Order shall as soon as may' be
convenient be laid before the National
State Assembly."; and ..

(2) by the insertion immediately after subsection (I)
of that section of the following new sub­
sections: _'

"(IA) The Minister shall, before making
an Order under subsection (1), appoint for .
the purpose of satisfying himself in regard
to any of the matters referred to in subsec­
tion (I), a retired judicial officer to _inquire
into and report upon such matter within a
period of three months, and the person so
appointed shall in relation to such inquiry
have the powers of a commission of inquiry
appointed under the Commissions of Inquiry
Act.

(IB) (a) When the Minister appoints a.
retired judicial officer under sub~e~tlOn
(IA) to inquire into any matter the Minister
may, as the circumstances of each case may
require, by Order published in the Gazette-
. (i) suspend the Mayor from office

and-direct the Deputy Mayor
or where the office of the, -

-c--
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114. Section 289 of the principal enactment is
hereby' .amended by the repeal of subsections (1) and
(2) of that section and the substitution therefor of the
following subsections: ~

cc (1) The Minister may' make regulations gen~~
rally for the purpose of giving effect to the pflncl~
ples and provisions of this Ordinance and in respect.
'of any matter for which regulations are authorized
or required by this Ordinance' to be' made or (
required' by this Ordinance to be prescribed. .

113. Section 285 of the principal enactment IS
.hereby repealed.

Deputy Ma)TOr is' vacant or
where the Deputy Mayor has
been suspended from office, the
Municipal Commissioner to
exercise the powers and perform
the duties of the Mayor ; or

(ii) suspend any Council1or from office;
or ,;

(iii) suspend the Council and direct the
Municipal Commissioner to­
exercise the powers and duties
of the Council and its Mayor.

(b) Upon the receipt of the report of the
person appointed under subsection (Ls), the­
Minister may make an Order under subsection

. (1) or' revoke 'the Order' made under
para~raph (a) of this subsection .
. (Ic) Where the Minister removes the Mayor'

. of a Municipal Council from officeby Order
under subsection· (1), the Mayor shall also­
cease to be a Councillor and the provisions
of the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance
shall thereupon apply with regard to the-
filling of such vacancy.". . .

. 112. Section 284 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of paragraph (a) of that
section and the substitution therefor of the following
paragraph: _.

" (a) vary the limits of any Municipality;".
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Repeal of
section 285
oftha
principal
enactment.

Amendment
of section 289
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principal
enactment.

Amendment
of section284
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principal
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enactment.
Amendment
of section 12
or the
principal
enBctmenL

Replacement
of subheading
appearing .
im mediately'
before
section 6
of the·
principal
enactment.

Repeal of
section 6
of tbe :
principal

Replacement
of section 5 of
Chapter 255.

119 Section '12 of the principal enactment is
hereb; amenned by the repeal of subsection (3) of t~at
section and the ·substitution therefor of the following
subsection: - .

118. Section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed. .

117. The subheading appearing immediately before
section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby repealed,
and the following subheading substituted therefor:-

" ELECTIONS AND DATE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS
OF OFFIc"E OF URBAN COUNCILS ETC.". .

PART III .

116. Section 5 of the Urban Councils Ordinance
(hereafter in this Part referred to as the "principal
enactment") is hereby repealed and the following
section substituted therefor :-.
II Composition 5. (1) Bach Urban Council shall
of Urban
Councils. consist of the Chairman, and Vice-

Chairman and such number of other
members, as the Minister may prescribe
by Order published in the Gazette.

(2) In determining the number of
members the Minister shall have regard
to the area and population of that town.

(3) Every Order made under subsection "
"(I) shall as soon as may be convenient be
laid before the National State
Assemblv. " .v
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(2) No regulation made under this section shall
have effect unless it has been approved by the
National State Assembly and notification of such
approval is published in the Gazette.".

. 115. Section 327 of the principal enactment is Amendment
hereby amended in subsection (1) of that section by the ~~~b~tion 327,
substitution for the definition of "Mayor"· and . principal
<'Deputy Mayor" of the following new definitions: _. enactment.

, "Mayor" 'and Deputy Mayor" means respec­
tively the Mayor and Deputy Mayor elected
in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Authorities Elections Ordinance.'.



19. (1) There shall be a Chairman and
a Vice-Chairman for' each Urban Coun­
.cil who shall be members and be elected

.' in accordance with the provisions of
written law for the time being applicable
in that behalf.

"(2) The Chairman or .Vice-Chairman
of an Urban Council shall hold office for
the "terril.of office of the Council unless he
resigns or vacates such office. Whenever

and Vice-
.' Chairman

. Chairman. ./

,
125.. Section 19 of the principal ena-ctment is

'hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: - .

12~.. Sections 17 and 18 of the principal enact-
ments are hereby repealed. ' .

" ALTERATION OF LIMITS OF- TOWNS AND NUMB~ OF
& "MEMBERS, c. . -

122. Section 14 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the substitution for paragraph
(a) 'of that. section of the following paragraph:-
. ," (a) vary the limits of any town; ".

123. Section 15 of the principal enactment IS
hereby repealed.

121. The subheading -.appearing immediately
before section 14 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the' following subheading is substituted
therefor :-
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. "(3) If any person elected as a member of an
Urban Council refuses or resigns his office, or dies,
or vacates the office under subsection (2),' or if a.
casual vacancy _occurs in any other manner in such
office, such office shall be filled in accordance with
the, provisions of written law for the time being
applicable in that behalf and the persons so elected
. shall hold office until the. next succeeding general
election of members of that Council. ".

120 .. Section 13 of the - principal enactment IS
hereby repealed ..

Replaeement
of section 19
of U!e .
principal'
enactment.

Repeal of
section 15
of the
principal
enactment.
Repeal of
sections 17
and1S
of the
principal -
enactment •.

Amendmenti
of section l4. .
of the

. principal
enactment.

Repeal of
section 18
of the
principal
enactment. -,
Replacement
of snbheadlng
appearing
immediately
before
section 14. -
of the
principal
enactment.



a Chairman or Vice-Chairman vacates
his office he shall at the same time cease
to be a member.

(3) The Chairman of an Urban Council .
shall subject to the provisions 'of section
28 of the Local Authorities (Special
Provisions) Act, No. 48 of 1971, be the
. chief executive officer of the Council and
all executive acts and responsibilities
which are by this Ordinance or any other
written law directed or empowered to
be done or discharged by the Council may
unless the contrary intention appears
from the context, be done or discharged
by the Chairman. '

(4) The Chairman may by order in
writing- delegate to the Vice-Chairman
or Secretasy-or any officer of the Council
any of the powers, duties or functions __

. conferred or imposed upon,. or vested in
the Chairman by this Ordinance or .any
other written law. .

(5) The exercise, discharge or perfor­
mance by the Vice-Chairman or Secre­
tary or any other officer of the Council of
any power, function or duty delegated
to him by order of the Chairman shall
be subject to the direction and control of
the Chairman and shall be subject to
such conditions and restrictions and'
limited to such purpose or. purposes,' as .
may be specified in the order and any
such delegation, may .. at any time be
varied 01' cancelled by order of the
Chairman.

, (6) During the period commencing on
the date of occurrence of a vacancy in the
office of Chairman and ending on the·

, date of election of a new Chairman or
during the period of ~bsence of the
Chairman on account of Illness or other
unavoidable cause, the Vice-Chairman
may exercise, discharge and pe~form the
'samepowers, functions and duties as the,
Chairman. ." .' .

\
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" (2) The S~c~etary.of an, Urban Council s~all be
the chief administrative officer of the CounCIl and
shall exercise, perform and discharge such _powers,
, duties and functions as are conferred or Imposed
, upon him by this Ordinance o~by rules made under j
, section 193 or by any other written law for the time
being in force.

(( (2) All matters or questions. authorized
by this Ordinance or by any other written law,
to be. decided by the members of an Urban
Council' shall be decided by the majority of
members present and voting at any general
or special meeting.' . ' '

(3) Where the votes of the members
present at any meeting are equally divided
in regard to any question, the Chairman,

. Vice-Chairman or other member presiding
'at the meeting shan. in addition to his vote '
~, a member, have a casting vote.".

128. Section 27 of the principal enactment is
. hereby amended by the repeal of subsection (2) and
subsection (3) of that section and the substitution
therefor of the following subsections: - "

~ ,I

:1',127., , Section 26 of the, principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of subsections (2) and
(3) of, that section and the substitution therefor of the
following subsections: - .

")26., Sections 20, 21 and 22 of the principal enact-
ment are hereby repealed. '

'l'::" '
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,(7) Whenever the office of Chairman
of an Urban Council falls vacant infor­
mation of the occurrence' of the vacancy
, shall forthwith be given to the elections'
officer of the district ill: writing. by the ~r"
Secretary of the Council. upon the'
receipt of such information the elections
officer shall proceed to fill the vacancy
in accordance with the provisions of
written law for the time being applicable
in that behalf.".

Amendment
of section 27
pf the ,.
principal '.
enactment,

Amendment
of section 26
of the
principal
enactment.

Repea.lof
sections 20,
21 and 29
of 'he' .
principal
e.nactment.



"

Amendmen.
of section 159
of the
principal
enactment.

Replacement
of section 89
of the
principal
enactment. _

i30.. Section 159 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended in subsection (1) of that section by

. the insertion immediately a.fter paragraph (g) of the
following new paragraph: - ..

".(gg) all .allowa~ces payable to t~e.
ChaiT'man. VICe-Chmrman and members
in accordance with rules made under
.section 193;".

39. (1) The Chairman shall not enter
into any/contract on behalf of the Council -
for any work or service the cost of which
exceeds five hundred rupees, or any
contract enduring for a longer . period
than the time elapsing between the
making of such contract and the. end of
the financial year, without the sanction
of the Council.

(2) If the Council fails to sanction any
contract the Chairman may -with the
.approval of the Commissioner enter into
such contract notwithstanding the pro­
visions of subsection (1).".

n-Consent of .
Council.

129. Section 39 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: ._. .
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(3) In the event of the vacation' of the officesof
both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman by
death, resignation, removal or any other cause,
then, during the period intervening between the
vacation of the office of the Vice-Chairman and
the election of a new Chairman, the secretary of
the Council shall, in addition to the powers referred
to in subsection (2), have authority, subject to the
approval of the Commissioner and subject to such
limitations and conditions as may be prescribed by
rules under section 193, to incur expenditure on
behalf of the Council, to make payments out of the
local fund, and to exercise and perform such of the
powers, duties and functions of the Chairman .as
rnay be specified by the Commissioner or prescribed
by rules as aforesaid. ".



: "

179. The Chairman may, in case of
necessity during .the course ·of any year,
reduce or increase the expenditure under
any head or transfer the moneys appro­
priated under one head to any other
head, in the budget or in any supple­
'mentary budget adopted for that year,

" Variation of
expenditure
proposed in .

.» budget.

133. Section 179 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following .section substituted
-therefor :- I)

, .132.' The following new section is hereby inserted
.immediately after .section 178, and. shall have effect
as 178A, of the principal enactment i-e-
"Chairman's 178~. If the Council modifies or rejects,
pO'Yel:s
with' . all or' any of the, items in any budget or

, regard to ' supplementary budget or adds any item. _,budget.
thereto and the Chairman does not agree
with any such decision of the Council he
shall re-submit the budget or supplemen­
tary budget to the. Council for further
consideration. Where a budget or supp­
lementary budget is not passed by the,
Council within two weeks after it is re-

l .submitted, the budget or supplementary
" .' 'budget shall, notwithstanding that .it has,

not been passed by the Council , be
. ,~.,,-.deemed to be the duly adopted budget or

"supplementary budget of the CounciL".

-
- 174A. If the Council fails to sanction
the raising of a loan for the purpose of
fulfilling any duty imposed on the Coun­
cil or carrying out any work, which
the ·Chairman considers to be necessary,
the Chairman may, with the approval of
the Commissioner, raise such loan· and
may exercise all the powers vested in the
Council under the provisions of sections
173 and 174 as though such powers
were conferred by those sections on the
Chairman." .

_ ... Wben
Chairman
may
exercise
powers of
_Council
relating to
raising of
loans.

. ;,131. .The following new section is hereby inserted
.~ immediately after section 174, and shall have effect
as 174A,of the principal enactment:-
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Amendment
of section 1~
of the
principal
enaetmenD.

134. Section 184 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended. as follows: - '.' ,

(1) by the repeal of .subsection (i) of that section
and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection: - .

" (1) If at any time the Minister is satis­
fied that there is sufficient proof of-. ' .
.(a) 'persistent' refusal to hold or attend

meetings or to vote . or to transact'
business at any meetings that may be
held; or ' ,

I

'(b) wilful neglect, or misconduct in the per­
. formance of the duties imposed by this
,Ordinance; or " .

(0) persistent disobedience to or disregard of
. the directions,' instructions . or
'recommendations of the Minister or of
the Commissioner; or

(d) incompetence and mismanagement; .or

(e) abuse of tlie powers Conferred by - this
Ordinance, .' '

on the part of the Chairman or on the part'
of any Urban Councilor any of the members
thereof, the Minister may, as the circums­
tances of each case may require; by Order
published in the Gazette- -~ "

: '
(i) remove the Chairman from office;

. or
(ii) remove all or any of the members

. of the Council from office, and
, .the provisions of section 12 (3)

shall thereupon apply: or ,
(iii) dissolve the Council; .

and such Order shall as soon as may-be con­
venient be laid before the National state
Assembly.

, '
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but so, however, that the total amount
.of expenditure sanctioned by such bud­
get .or supplementary budget. is not
exceeded.". "



,

(i) suspend the Chairman from office
r and direct the Vice-Chairman
or, where the office of Vice­
Chairman is vacant, or where ..
. the Vice-Chairman has been ~
suspended, the Assistant
Commissioner of Local Govern­
ment of the region to exercise
the powers and perform the
duties of the Chairman; or

,,(ii) suspend any member from office;
\}".".~ or. . ~ .
, (Iii) suspend the Council and direct the

-~' ','~r~' Assistant Commissioner of
':" 'j,~, Local Government of the region

to exercise the powers and pe~­
form the duties of the Council
and 'its Chairman.

(b) Upon the receipt of the report of the
person appointed under subsection (lA)
the Minister may make an Order under
subsection (1) or revoke the Order m~~e
under paragraph (a) of this subsection, ;
and

(3) by the repeal of subsection: (3) of that section Yj
and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection: - , '

, .
(2) by the insertion, immediately after ,subsection

(1) <?fthat section, of the following new sub­
secbons:-
_"(lA) The Minister shall before .making an ."
Order under subsection (1), appoint for the '
purpose of satisfying himself in regard to
any of the matters referred to in subsection
(1), a retired judicial officer to inquire into
and report upon such matter within a period
of three months, -,and such officer shall in
relation to such inquiry have the powers of a
commission of inquiry appointed under the,
Commissions of Inquiry Act.
(Ls) (a) When the Minister appoints a
retired judicial officer under subsection (lA)
to inquire into any matter, the Minister may
as the circumstances of each case may require
by, Order: published in the Gazette-

/
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Chapter 256.

Amendment
of section 241» .
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principal
enactment.

Amendmenb
of section 193:'
of the
principal
ena.ctment.

\ .

137. Section 5 of the Town Councils Ordinance
(hereafter in this Part referred to as the' " principal
enactment' ') is hereby repealed. .and the following
section substituted therefor: - ..-', ' .
•• Composition . 5. (1) Each Town ,.Council shall
of Town
C')Uncils. consist of the Chairman and Vice-

Chairman and such number of other
members, as the Minister may prescribe
by Order, published in the Gazette." -,

(2) .In deter~~ning the num~er of
members the Minister shall have regard
to the area .and population of the town. ~

(3) Every Order made under subsection
(1) shall as soon as may be ~ollvenlent be
laid before the National State
Assembly." .

,PART IV

136. Section 249 of the principal 'enactment is
hereby amended in subsection (1) of that _section by
the substitution for the definition of " Chairman" of
the' following definition:-

c' "Chairman and Vice-Chairman '.' means
I respectively a Chairman and Vice-Chairman

of an Urban Council elected in accordance
with the provisions of wri tten law for the
time being applicable in that behalf. '..

135. Section 193 of the principal enactment is
hereby, amended in subsection (2) of that section, by
the insertion immediately after paragraph (g) thereof,
of the following new paragraph:-

" (gg) for prescribing the rates at which allowances
payable to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman
and members of Urban Councils ;".

..._... "~
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"(3) .Where the Minister removes' the
Chairman of an Urban Council from office by
Order under subsection (1) the Chairman
shall be deemed to vacate forthwith the office
of member of the Council as well as the office
of Chairman' and the provisions of written
law for the time being applicable in that
behalf shall thereupon- apply with regard to
-the filling of such vacancy.".



'.-.

, 1~2. The' subheading appearing immediately
before section 14 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed. and the following subheading substituted
therefor: -. .

," ALTERATION OF LIMITS OF TOWNS AND NUMBER OF
... MEMBERS, &c."

',143. Section 14 of .the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the substitution for paragraph (a)
of that section, of the following paragraph: - .

.,~ (a) vary the limits of any town; ."

1414i. Section 15 of the principal enactment IS
hereby repealed.

1~5. Sections 17 and 18 ofthe principal enactment
are hereby repealed.

1~O.. Section 12 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of subsection (3) of that
section and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection :'-

" (3) If any person elected as a member of a Town
Council refuses or resigns his office, or dies, or
vacates the officeunder subsection (2), or if a casual
vacancy occurs in any other manner in such office,
such. office shall be filled in accordance. with the
provisions of written law for the time being appli­
cable in that behalf and the person so elected shall
hold office until the next succeeding general election
of members of that Council.".

1~1., Section 13 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed.

"ELECTIONS AND DA'l'E OF COMMENCEMENT' 'OF TERM
OF OFFICE OF TOW~ COUNCILS, &c."

'139. Section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby .
repealed. . . ' '
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, 138. 'I'he subheading appearing' immediately
before section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following subheading substituted .,.
therefor:- . . .'. .

Repeal of
section 15
of the
principal
enactment.

. '.Repeal of
Sections 17'
and 18
o!the

, principal
ena.ctment.

Amendment
of section 14 -
of the
principal
enactment.

<,

Repeal of
section 13
of the
principal
enactment. ',
Replacement
of subheading .
appearing
immediately
before
section 14
of the
principal­
enactment.

~peal of
section 6
of the
principal

, .enactment,
Ame.l:ulment '
of section 12
of the'
principal
enactment. '

Replaoement
of aubbeading
immedia.tely
before
'ection 8
of the
principal
enactment.



(2) The Chairman or Vice-Chairman
of a Town Council shall hold office for
the term of officeof the Council unless he
resigns Or vacates such office. Whenever
a Chairman or Vice-Chairman vacates
his office he shall at the same time cease
to be a member.

(3) The Chairman of a Town Council .
shall subj ect to the provisions of section
28 of the Local Authorities (Special
Provisions) Act, No. 48 of. 1971, be the
chief executive officer of the Council, .and
all executive acts and responsibilities
which are by this Ordinance or any other
wri tten law directed or empowered to be
done or discharged by the Council may,
unless the contrary intention appears'
from the context, be done or discharged
by the' Chairman .

. ' (4) The Chairman may by order in
writing delegate to the Vice-Chairman
or Secretary or any other officer of the'
Council any of the po.wers, duties or
functions 'conferred or imposed upon or
vested in' the Chairman by this
Ordinance or any other written law.

(5) The eJ(ercise,. discharge or perfor- .
mance by the Vice-Chairman or the
Secretary or any other o~cer of the
Council 'of any power, function, or duty
delegated to him by order of the qh.aIr­
man shall be subject to such conditions
and restrictions and Iimited to such
purpose or purposes as may be specified
in the Order; and any such delegatIOD
may at any time b~ varied or cancelled
by order of the ChaIrman.. .

.., Chairman
.and Vice­
-Chairman.

Replaceme••
of section 19
of the
principal
enactmeDi.•

19. (1) There shall' be a Chairman ..
and a Vice-Chairman for each Town
Council who shall be members and be
elected in accordance with the provisions
of written law for the ..time being appli­
cable in that behalf. .

• . I '
146. Section 19 of .the principal enactment is

hereby repealed and the following section substituted
·therefor :- '

..•. ' . s
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148. Section' 25 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by. the repeal of subsections (2) and
,'(3).of that section and the substitution therefor of
the following su.bsections:-

. c'c (2) All matters or questions authorized
by this Ordinance or by any other written
law, to be decided by the members of a Town
Council shall be decided by the majority of
members present and voting. at any general
,'or special meeting .

. (3) Where the votes of the members
present at any meeting are equally divided in

, regard to any question, the Chairman, Vice­
,Chairman or other member presiding at the
meeting shall, in addition to his vote as a
member, have a casting vote." .

147. Sections 20, 21 and 22 of the principal
" enactment are hereby repealed.

, 'SO Local A -uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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,(6) During the period commencing on
the date of occurrence of a vacancy in the
office of Chairman and ending on the
date of election of a new Chairman or
during the period of absence of the
Chairman on account of illness or other
unavoidable cause the Vice-Chairman
may exercise the same powers and per ..
form the same duties as the Chairman. '

'(7) Whenever the office of Chairman
of a Town Council falls vacant informa­
tion of the occurrence of the vacancy
shall forthwith be given to the elections
officer of the district in writing by the
Secretary of the Council. Upon the
receipt of such information the elections
officer shall proceed to fill the vacancy in
accordance with the provisions 0.£
written law for the time being apph­
cable in that behalf." .

Amendment
of section 2i
of the
principal

, enactment.

Repe&lof
section 20,
21 and 22
of the
principal
enactmenti.



Replacement of
section 3S
of the
principal

, enactment.

Amendment of
of section 26
of the
principal '
ena.ctment.

"

....

.. Consent
of Council..

38. (1) The Chairman shall 'not enter
into any contract on behalf of the
Council for any work or service the cost
of which exceeds two hundred and fifty
rupees, or any contract enduring for a
longer period than the time elapsing
between the making of such contract and
the end of the financial· _year, without
'the sanction of the Council, .

, (2) If the Council, fails' to sa:nction
any contract the Chair.m~n may WIth.the
approval of the ComrrnsSlOnel'enter Into
such contract no~~ithst~~ding the
provisions of subsectI~n (1) .. '

7-tJ 300G8 (17/11)

,150. Section 38 of the principal, enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor:-

149. Section 26 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of subsections (2) and
(3) of that section and the substitution therefor of the
following subsections: - '

" (2) The Secretary of a Town Council shall be
the chief administrative officer of the Council and

, shall exercise, perform and discharge such powers,.
duties and functions as are conferred or imposed .
upon him by this Ordinance or by rules made under
section 192 or by any other written law for the time "
being in force. " , ,

(3) In the event of the vacation, of the offices of
both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman' by the
death, resignation, removal or any other cause,
then, during the period intervening between the
vacation of the office of the Vice-Chairman and the
election .of a new Chairman, the Secretary of the
Council shall, in addition to the powers referred to
in subsection (2), have authority, subject to the,
approval of the Commissioner and subject to such
limitations and conditions as may, be prescribed by
rules under section 192, to incur expenditure on
behalf of the Council, to make payments out of the
local fund; and to exercise and perform such of the
powers, duties and functions of the Chairman as
may be specified by the Commissioner or prescribed
, by rules as aforesaid. ",
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153. The following new section is hereby inserted
immediately after section 177A, and shall have effect
as section 177A, of the principal enactment:-
" Chairman's 177A. If the Council modifies or rej ects
powers with
regard to all or any' of the items in any budg~t or
budget. supplementary budget or adds any Item

thereto and the Chairman does not agree
with any such .decision of the Council he
shall re-submit the budget or supplemen­
tary' budget" to the Council for further

'\ consideration. Where a .budget or
.supplementary budget is not' passed by
the Council within two weeks after it

.' is lIe-submitted, such budget or supple-
'inentary budget shall notwithstanding_
that it has not· been passed by the
Council, be deemed to be the duly
adopted, budget or supplementary budget
of the Council.",'.

\

,. 173A. If the Council fails to sanction
the raising of a loan for the purpose of
fulfilling any duty imposed on the
Councilor carrying out any work which
the Chairman considers to be necessary,
the Chairman may with the approval of
the Commissioner raise such loan and
may exercise all the powers vested in the
Council under the provisions of sections
~72 and 173 as though such powers were
conferred by those sections on the
Chairman. " : r.

"When
Chairman
may
exercise .

.!powers of
Council
relating to
raising of
Jeans,

.... 152. The following .new section is hereby inserted
.immediately after section 173, and shall have effect as
section 173A, of the principal enactment:-

82 Local A uthorities Elections (Special Provisions)
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151. Section. 158 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended in subsection (1) of that section, by
the insertion immediately after paragraph (f) thereof,
of the following new paragraph: - "
. "<If) all allowances payable to the Chairman, Vice

Chairman and members in accordance with
rules made under section 192.".

Insertion
of new
section 1771.
of the
principal
enactment.

. ,"

Imertion
of Dew
IleCtion17&
of the
principal
enactment ..

Am611dmeIll
of section 158
of the .

. principal >,.

enactment.

(
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155. Section 183' 'of the principal enactment IS Amendment
of section 183hereby amended as follows: - . _ . . •.of the
principal "

(1) by the repeal of subsection (1) of that section' enactment.
and the substitution therefor of the following __.-'
subsection: -.
'" (1) If at any time the Minister is satisfied
that there is sufficient proof of- ,.

(a) persistent refusal to hold or
attend meetings or to vote _0r
to transact business at any
meetings that may be held ; or

• (b) wilful neglect, or misconduct in
. ' the performance, of the duties

imposed by this Ordinance; or
(c) persistent disobedience to or

. disregard of the directions,
instructions .or recommenda­
tions of the Minister or of the
Commissioner; or

(d) incomepetence and mismanage­
ment; 01' .

(e) abuse of the powers conferred by
this Ordinance,. '. .'

on the part of the Chairman or on the part.
of any Town Councilor any of th.e members
thereof the Minister may as the CIrcumstan­
ces of' each case may require, by Order
published in the' Gazette- .

(i) remove the Chairman from
office; or

178. The ,Chairman may, in. case
of necessity during the course of any
year, reduce or increase the expenditure
under any head, or transfer the moneys
appropriated under one, head to any
other head, in the budget or in any
supplementary budget adopted for that
year, bur so, however, that the total
amount of expenditure sanctioned by
such budget or supplementary budget is
not exceeded." .

.. Variation of .
-expenditura
;proposed in
-budget,

154.' Section 178 of the principal enactment is Replacement
ihereby repealed and the following section substituted of section 178. of thetherefor: -' . principal

enactmen' •
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\.
(2) by the insertion, immediately after subsection

\ (1) of that section, of the following new
subsections: -
_ "(lA) The MinIster shall before making an
Order under subsection. (1), appoint for the
purpose of satisfying himself in' regard to
.any of the matters referred to in "subsection
(1), a- retired judicial officer to inquire into
and report upon such matter within a period
of three months, and such officer shall in
relation to such inquiry have the powers of a
commission of inquiry appointed under the
.Commissions of Inquiry Act .
.(Ls) (a) When the Minister appoints a

retired judicial officer under subsection (lA)
to inquire into any matter, the Minister may,

.. ·as the circumstances of .each case may
require; by Order published- in the Gazette- .
(i) suspend the Chairman from office and
. direct. the Vice-Chairman or, where

the 'office of Vice-Chairman is vacant
.or where the Vice-Chairman has been
- suspended, the Assistant Commissioner

I .of Local Government of the region to \
exercise the powers and perform the
duties of the Chairman; or

(ii) suspend any member from office; or
(iii) suspend the Council and' direct the

Assistant . Commissioner .of Local
. Government of the region to exercise
the powers and perform the duties of
the Council and its Chairman; _

. (b) Upon the receipt of the report of the -
person appointed under subsection (lA) the·
Minister may, make an Order under
subsection (1) or revoke the Order made under
paragraph (a) of this subsection. "; and

(ii) remove all or any of the members
of the' Council from office, and I

the provisions of section 12 (3)
shall thereupon &.pply; or

(iii) dissolve the Council;
and such Order shall as soon· as may be con­
venient be laid before National State Assem­
bly' "., ,

. -'
"-

•

" -",

-'

... -
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Beplscement
of section 8 of
Chapter 257.

~< •

8. (1), Each· Village .Council shall
oonsist of. the Chairman and Vice­
Chairman and' such number of other
~emb~rs as the Minister may,' for the
purpose of the constitution the Council,
prescribe by Order pubPshed in the
Gazette.". '

•• Composition
of Village
Councils.

157. Section 244 of the principal enactment is . Amen~ent
h b ded j b . () f h <, • b . of section 244.. ere y amen ed In su section lot at section y of the
the substitution for the definition of "Chairman" of principal
th f II . definiti enactment.e 0 OWIng eiinition i-e-

, " Chairman and Vice-Chairman" means respec­
tively a Chairman and Vice-Chairman of a
Town Council elected in accordance with the
provisions of written law for the time being
applicable in that behalf;'.

PARTV
158. Section 8 of the Village. Councils Ordinance

(hereafter in this Part referred to as the "principal
enactment") is hereby repealed and the following sec­
tion substituted therefor:-

Amendment
. of section 192
of the
principal
enactment.

to·

156. Section 192 of. the principal enactment is
hereby amended in subsection (1)' of that section by
the insertion immediately after paragraph (g) of the
following paragraph i-s-

"(gg) for prescribing the rates' at which allowances
payable to the Chairman, Vice-Charman
and members of Town Councils;".

(3) by the repeal of subsection (3) of that . section
and the substitution therefor of the following
subsection: -

" (3)' Where the Minister removes the
Chairman of a Town Council from office by
Order under subsection (1), the Chairman
shall be deemed to vacate forthwith the office
of member of the Council as well as the office.
of Chairman and the provision of written
law for the time being applicable on that
behalf shall thereupon apply."

..
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, 15~If any person .elected as a member .
of a Village Council refuses or resigns'
his office,or dies or vacates his officeby
virtue of the provisions of section 13,
or if a casual . vacancy occurs' in
any other manner .in such office, such

, office shall be filled in accordance with
the provisions of written law for the time
being applicable in that behalf .and th.e
persons so elected shall hold office until
the next succeeding general election of
members of that Council.".

Filling of
casual
vacancies.

, 161. Section 15 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor: - '

Replacemens
of section 16 ,
of the

. principal '( ,
enactment.

10. The term of office of a Village
Council tp be constituted for any village
area under this Ordinance shall .com­
mence on such date as the Minister may
appoint by Order published in the
Gazette. Such date shall be deemed to be
the date of the constitution of the
Council for .all the purposes of this
.Ordinance and the Council shall be dee-
. med to be duly constituted on that date,
notwithstanding that the full number of
members prescribed under section 8 may
'not have been duly elected.".

, ,

.. Commencement
of term of

. office of
Village
Council and
date of
constitution
of such
Council.

,,

. Repeal of
section 8A.
of'the
'principal
enactment.

~e~~~~ox:e~ '. '100. Section '10 of 'the principal enactment is
of the • <«. hereb:y.repealed and the following section. substituted
'principal" therefor: _.. '
enactment.

159. Section 8A of the principal 'enactment
is hereby repealed.

. (2) In determining the number of
members the Minister shall have regard
to the area and population of the village
area.

(3) Every order made under subsection
(1).shall as soon as may be convenient
be laid before the National State
'.Assembly." .

. '

.1 . : .':;

'00"" ••:.
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Replacement
of section 21J
of the
'principal
,enactment.

Repeal of
sections 16,
17,18,19,20
and 21 .
of the
principal .
enactment •

"
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22. (1) There shall be a Chairman and
Vice-Chairman for 'each Village Coun-
cil who shall be members and be elected
in accordance with the provisions of
written law for the time being applicable
in that beh alf.

(2) The Chairman or Vice-Chairman
of a Village Council shall hold office'for
the term of office of the Council 'unless
he resigns or vacates such office. When'-

I .ever a Chairman or Vice-Chairman
vacates his office he shall at the same
time cease to be a member. '

(3) The Chairman of a Village Council
.,' shall subject to the provision's of section .:
28 of Local Authorities (Special Provi-.
sions) Act, No. 48 of 1971, be the chief
executive officer of the Council and
. all executive acts and -responsibilities
which are by' this Ordinance or any other
written law directed or empowered to be
done or discharged by the Council may,
unless' the contrary intention appears
from the context, be done or discharged
by the Chairman.

(4) The Chairman may by order in
writing delegate to the Vic~-Chairman or.
any officer of the Council any of the
powers, duties or functi?ns confer~ed or
imposed upon or vested In the Chal~man
by this Ordinance or any other written
law.

(5)The exercise" discharge or perfor-,
mance by the Vice-9hauman or any other
officer of the CounCIl of any power, func­
tion or duty delegated to him .by order of
the Chairman shall be subject to the

•• Term of
office of
Chairman
and Vice­
Chairman.

. 163. Section 22 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following. section substituted
therefor :-
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',162. Sections 16,17, 18 19,20 and 21 of the. . ,
.prmcipal enactment are h~reby repealed.



. ,

. .
(8) On vacating office' whether by

operation of law or by resignation, the
Chairman of a .Village Council shall
hand over charge. of all minute books,
accounts, records, furniture and other
property of the Council, either personally
or by a .duly ~uthorized person-.

(a) to the person duly elected to
succeed him as Chairman, with­
in forty-eight hours of ~he
receipt of notice of the electIon
of such successor, or

(b) where a successor is not elected
. ~ithin a period of fourte~~ days
of the occurence of the vacancy,
to the Assistant Commissioner

. or an officer.or person deputed
in that behalf by the Assistant

·t,

\~, ~~.~ .

8~ Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions).
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direction and control of the Chairman
.~and shall be subject to such conditions.
and restrictions and limited to such pur­
pose or purposes as may be specified in
. the order and any such delegation may
at any time be varied or cancelled by
the order of the Chairman.

(6) During the period commencing on
the date of occurance of a vacancy in the
officeof Chairman and ending on the date
of election of a new Charman or during
the period of absence of the Chairman on
account of illness or other unavoidable
cause the Vice-Chairman may exercise
the same powers and perform the same
duties as the Chairman." .

(7) Whenever the officeof' Chairman of!
a Village Council falls vacant informa­
tion of the occurence of the vacancy shall
forthwith be given by the officer in charge
of the Council office.Upon the receipt of
such information the elections officer
shall proceed to fill the vacancy in accor-
dance with the provisions of written law
for the time being applicable in that,
behalf. . '\



Replacement
of section
29 of the
principal
enactment.,

,

Replacement
of section
26 of the

. principal
enactment.

29 (1) All matters or questions autho­
rized 1)ythis Ordinance or by any .other
written law to be decided by a VIllage
Council shall be decided upon by the
majority of membe~s' pre~ent at any
meeting of the Council he~dm acoordance
with the provisions of this Ordinance.

,?
., Powers·'of
Oouncils :" .,
to be
vested in
the ,',
majority

168. Section 29 of the' principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted
therefor:-

26. The quorum for any meeting of a
Village Council shall be one-third of the
number of members of the Council in
officeon the date of that meeting."

., Quorum.

167., Section",;26 of the principal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following section substituted

- therefor: -

166. Section 24 of the principal enactment is Beplscement
hereby repealed and the following section substituted . ~ s:r~~
therefor: - principal
•• Chairman 24. The Chairman or' in his. absence, enactment.'
or Vice·
Chairman Vice-Chairman shall -,preside .at all
to' preside meetings of the Council and, if both the.'
:: ~~~~~f'Chairman and Vice-Chairman are absent

the members present shall elect one of
their own number to· preside .at the
meetings. "

165. Section 23 of the principal enactment IS ,Repeal· of
hereby repealed. section 23 .of the

principal
enactment.

RepeaJ of.
section
220 of the
principal
enactment.

.-

1611. Section 22c of the principal enactment IS
hereby repealed.

Commissioner within forty­
eight hours after the expiry of
the aforesaid period of four-·: '.~"
teen days." -
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. ',170. Section 43 of. the principal enactment is

..hereby amended by the insertion immediately after
. subsection (1) of that section of the following new:
subsection: _. '

"(lA) If a Council fails to sanction the raising of
a loan for the purpose of fulling any duty or carry­
ing out any work which the Chairman considers to
be necessary he may with the approval of the'
Commissioner of Local Government raise such loan
and may exercise all the ·powers vested in the Coun­
cil under this section or section 50 as though such
powers were conferred by those sections on the
Chairman. ".' .. ..

, (3) by the insertion, immediately after the renum-
I . bered subsection (1) of that section of the

.'. .following new subsection: _. '
. "(2) If the' Council rej e~t~ an~ or all the
tenders laid before the 'Councilor fails to
sanction the contract referred to in subsection
(1), the Chairman may with the approval of
the Assistant Commissioner enter into such

". contract." .

. .......
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, '(2) Where the votes of the members
.t present at' any meeting are equally divi­
ded in regard to any question the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman or other

. member presiding at the meeting shall;
.. in addition to his vote as a member have,
a casting vote." .

169. Section 36 of the principal enactment IS
'hereby amended as follows :_'

, .
(1) by the renumbering of that section as subsection

(1) of section 36;
(2) in the renumbered subsection (1) of that section,.

·by the insertion immediately after paragraph
. (t) thereof, of the following new para­

graph:-
"(tt) to spend any part of the communal

fund in the payment of allowances to
the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and
members at such rates as may be
prescribed by rules made under section
52'''' and, ,

.•..

, Amendmen,
of section
43 of the
principal
enactment.

Amendmen.
of section .
86 of the '
principal
enactment.



Amendment
of section
64 of the
principal
enactment.

Amendm~
of section
62 of ihe
principal
enactmen6.

173. Section 54 of the principal enactment. is
hereby amended as follows: - .

(1') by the repeal of subsection (1) of that section
and the substitution therefor of the following _
subsection: -

"(1) If at any time the Minister is
satisfied that there is sufficient proof of-

(a) incompetence and mismanagement;
or

(b) persistent refusal or wilful neglect
.to perform the duties imposed

. .by this Ordinance; or
(c) misconduct in the performance of

those duties; or _ . - .
\

(d) persistent disobedience to or disre-
gard of the directions, instruc­
tions . or recommendations of
the ~linister, or

.(e) abuse of th~ powers conferred by
this' OrdInance. .

on the part of the Chairman of.a Village.
Councilor any of themembers thereof the
Minister may as the clfcum~tanc~s of
each casemay require by Order published
in the Gazette-r: . . '-
. . (i) remove the Chairman :from

office; or .

172. Section 52 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended in subsection (1) of that section by
the insertion immediately after paragraph (eb) of the
following new paragraph:-
. I'~'(ec) the rates at which allowances payable to ·the

Chairman, 'Vice-Chairman and members of
a Village Council;". <,
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:.~ (ii) remove all or any of the
. , -,members of the Council

from office and the pro­
visions of section 15
shall thereupon apply;
or .

(iii) dissolve the Village Council
.and either direct that a.
general election in accor­
dance' with the provi­
sions of written law for
the time being applica-'

- ble in that behalf shall
be held for the purpose
of electing a fresh
Village Council for the
village 'area for which
the dissolved Village
Council was constituted
or.' direct any public
officer to administer the

. affairs of, that village
area for such period as
may be specified in the'
Order;

and such Order shall as soon as may be
convenient be laid before the National
State Assembly. " ;

(2) by the repeal of subsectiontz) of that section and
. the substitution therefor of the following new

subsection: -
, '(2) The Minister shall before making an

Order under subsection' (1) appoint, for the
purpose of satisfying himself in regard to any

: of the matters referred to in subsection (1),
. a retired judicial. officer to inquire into and
report upon such matter within a period of
three months, and such officer shall in reia- '1

. tion to such inquiry have the powers of a

. commission.of inquiry appointed. under the .
. Commissions of Inquiry Act."; and

..
" J

,.:..
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(iii) suspend the Council and direct the
Assistant Commissioner of Local
Governinent of the region to exercise
.the powers and perform the duties of
the Council and its Chairman.

(b) Upon the receipt of the report of the
person appointed under subsection (2) the
Minister may make an Order under subsec­
tion (1) or revoke the Order made under
paragraph (a) of this subsection.". '. I

"(2A) (a) When the Minister appoints a
retired judicial officer under subsection (2)
to inquire into any matter) the Minister may,
as the circumstances of each case may require, r

by Order published in the Gazette-.
(i) suspend the Chairman from office and

direct the Vice-Chairman or, where
the office of Vice-Chairman is vacant
or where the Vice-Chairman has been
suspended, the Assistant Commis- "
sioner of Local Government of the
region to exercise the, powers and
perform the duties of the Chairman;
or

(ii) suspend any of the members from office;
or

(3) by the insertion immediately after subsection
. (2) .of that section of the following new:

subsection: - .
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