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Contracts or
'ordersunder the
amendingenact
menta to conti
nue in force.

Amendment of
certain enact
menta.

Short title

2-~ 35298- 8.5il (18/08)

"Duties to be 17. All duties of eustoms, as
paid in Sri. well as all penalties under the'
Lanka curren- Ordinance, shall be paid and
oy according received in the several deserip-
to units of tiona of money herein enu
measurement mersted, and at the rates of
for Sri Lanka exchange specified. namely in

~riti8h gold or silver monei. or
m such other desoription of
money and at such rate of
exchange as may from time
to, t.ime be determined by the
Minister and acoording to .the

~.

In section 2, substitute, for the definition of
"estate", the followingdefinition:-
• "estate" means any estate in which labourers
are employed havirig four hectares of land
actually cultivated in tea, rubber, coffee,
eocao, cardamoms, cocoa, camphor, pepper,
or cinchona;'.

2. The Customs Ordin- 1. For section 17, substitute the folIowmg
anoe section ;-

Oolumn II
..4.mmclment8

OoZumnI
Enactment

1. MedicalWants Ordi
nance

Schedule

3. Nothing in this Law shall be deemedto invalidate-
(a) any contraot subsisting on the day immediately

preoeding the appointed date, or
(b) a~y order made under any ot .the enactments

set out in Column t of the Sohedule hereto
and in force on such date,

whereby any act or thing is required to be done or performed
by reference to any units of measurement other than metric
units of measurement.

Metrtc Unit» (Consequential Provisions) Law
No. 40 of 1978

[Certified on 16th August, 1978]

A LAW TO AMEND CERTAIN ENACTMENTS IN CONSEQUENOE
OF THE INTRODUCTION OF THE M Ii;TRIC UNITS OF
l\I!EASUREMENT AND 'TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS
CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

BE it enacted by the National State Assemblyof the Republic
of Sri Lanka as follows:-

1. This Lawmay be oited~ the MetricUnits (Consequential
Provisions) Law, No. 40 of 1978, and shall oome into
operation on such date (hereafter in this Law referred to
as the " appointed date ") as the Minister may appoint by
Order published in the Gazette.

2. The enactments set out in Column I of the Schedule to
this Law shall have effect subject to the amendments
set out in the corresponding entry in ColumnII of that
Schedule.



Oolumn II
Amendment8

units of measurement for Sri
Lanka ; 'and in all cases, when
such duties are imposed and
allowed according to any speci
fic quantity or any specific

" ' value, the same shall be deemed
to apply in the same proportion
to any greater or less quantity

Produce ofCUB- or value ; and the produce of
toms duties to all duties of customs shall be
be paid into the paid. by the Collector into the
Treasury &c. hands of the Doputy Secretary

to the Treasury or to the
sub-accountants of Sri Lanka
in such manner and at such
periods as may be speciflod by
tho Ministor.

Oolumn I
Enactmem

Met1ic Units (ConsequentiaZ Provisions)
Law, No. 40 of 1978
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(3) 'l'here shall be charged, levied and paid.
an export duty of eighteen cents for every
kilogramme of crepe rubher (other than sorap
c.roperubber) exported from Sri Lanka. II

{2} There shall be charged. levied and paid
an export duty of eighteen cents for every
kilogramma of tJCl'apcrepe rubber exported
from Sil' .Lank.. .

«(I) There shall btl charged. levied and paid
an export. duty of eighteen cents for every
kilogramme of sheen rubber exported from
Sri Lanka .

4. Tho Rubber Replan- In section 7, substitute, for subseotions (1). (2)
ting Subsidy Act and (3) of that section;the following subsec

tions reapecbively r-c-

"small holding " means an area of land
which is less than four hectares in extent,
and on which rubber plants are grown for
the purpose of collecting latex: therefrom;.

• "estate" means an area of land which
is not loss than four hectares in extent
and on which rubber plants are grown
for the purpose of collecting latex
therefrom;

3. In scction 52, in subsection (I) of that
section, substitute, for the definitions of
"estate" and "small holding", the following
definitions respectively:-

2. In section 25, substitute, for subsection (1)
of that section, the following subsection :_
"(I) 'l'here shall bo charged, levied and paid

an export duty on rubber calculated at the
rate of fifty cents for every hundred kilogra
mmes of rubber exported from Sri Lanka:

Provided, however, that no such duty shall
be charged or levied on any rubber which is
proved to the satisfaction of the Principal
Collector of Customs to have been imported
to Sri Lanka for the purposes of re-exporb,",

16. Every licensed dealer
shall keep in his licensed pre
mises scales capable of weighing
up to fifty kilogrammes and
shall, upon being requested to
do 80 by tho Controller 01'by an
officer authorized by the Con
troller, cauee any rubber in
those premises to be weighed,
and shall permit and give every
facility and assistance to tho
Controller or such authorized
officer to compare the weight of
the stock of rubber in those pre
mises with the weights as
shown in tho rooord maintained
under section 15. ".

"Scales to be
kept in licen
sed premises

'.OolumnIl
..4.mtndmenU

1. For section 16, substitute the following
seotion :__,

5

Oolumn I
Enactmen'

3. The Rubber Control
Act.

Met'ric Units ·(Consequential Pronieiotis)
Lctw, No. 40 of 1978 .



1. In section 8, substitute, for subsection (1) of
that section, the following subsection :-

.. (1) The Board shall grant its consent-s-

(a) to the transfer of ownership of 0. teo. or
rubber estate which docs not involve the
division of such estate into a number of
lots;

(b) to the transfer of ownership of.a. ~8 or
rubber estate which involves the division of
such estate into a number of lots, or to the
partition by deed of a. tea. or rubber ~sta.t.e,
or to the institution of a partition aC~lOJl III
respect of a tea or rubber estate-

(i) if all the lots into which such estate ~
to be divided or partitioned, or a.
those Jots except such one of them as ~
not less than forty hectares in ex.ten~,
are to be used for an object which 18
declared to be a housing object by sec-

- tion 20ftha National Housing Act, or
for any industrial purpose, or for the
development of any town, or for any
other prescribed purpose, or are to be
merged with an adjoining tea. o~rubber
estate and the Board is of opUllon that
such merger will result in the more
efficient and economic management of
the lands that arc merged ;

"(4) Every licensed dealer shall keep in his
liconsed premises, and every manufacturer to
whom subsoction (3) of this section applies
shall koep in his ten Iactory: scalos capable
of weighing up to fifty kilogrammes :

Provided, however, that. it shall not be necessary
for a licensed dealer who deale solely in made
teo. paoketcd by 0. registored packer to keop
in his licensed premises the scules referred to
in this subseotion. ".

2. In section G3, in subsoct.ion (I) of tha t sootion
substitute, for the definitions of "est-tHe" nod
"small holding". the following definitions
respectively :-

• "estate" means an area of land, four hectares
or more in oxtent., on which too. plants are
grown for the purpose of harvesting the leaf
thereof for conversion into made tea;

II small holding" means an area of land less
than four hectares in extent. on which tea.
plants are grown for the purpose ofharveeting
the leaf thereof for conversion into made
tea;' •

7. The Tea and Rubber
Estates (Control of
Fragmentation)
Aot. No.2 of 1958

6. The Tea Oontrol Aot,
No. 51 of 1957

5. Rubber Research In seotion 6, substitute, for subseotion (4) of~hat.
Ordinance section, the following subseotion :_

"(4) For the purpose of culoulaning the duty
under subsection (1) one litre of fluid latex
shall be taken to be equivalent to three hun
drod and fifty grammes of dry rubber and one
and a half kilogramme of coagulated latex
shall be taken to be equivalent to I kilogram
me of dry rubber. ",

1. In section 18, substitute, for subscction (4) of
that seotion, tho following subsoct.ion :-

Oolumn II
Amendments

Oolumn1
Enactmen'

Metric Units (Conseq~ential P fo'visions). ,
Law, No. 40 of 1978
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" tea estate" means a tea estate of not lessthan
forty hectares in extent whiohunder the Tea
OontrolAot, No. 51 of 1957, is or is deemed
to be an estate registeredunder that Act j' •

• " rubber estate" means a rubber estate of nOb
less than forty in hectares in extent which
under the Rubber OontrolAot is or is deemed
~obe an es~ateregistered under that Ao~;

3. In section 25, substitute, for the definitions
of .. rubber estate " and " tea estate ", the
followingdefinitionsrespectively :-

(2)Not withstanding anything to the cont
rary the Rubber Oontrol Aot an estate less
than one hundred hect.ires in extent, or a
small holding,constituted by the divisionof a
rubber estate into Jotson or after the appoint
ed day shall not be registeredunder such Act
unless such division has been made in conse
quenceofa transferofownershipor a partition
of such rubber estate with the prior consent 01
the Board and in accordancewith the condi
tions, if any, subject to which such oonsent
has been granted. In this subsection the
expression "small holding" shall have the
same meaning as in the Rubber Control
Act."

9. (1) Notwithstanding anyt.hing to the
contrary in the Tea Control Act, No. 51 of
1957, an estate of less than two hundred
hectares in extent, or a small holding,
constituted by the divisionof a tea estate into
lots on or after the appointed day shall not be
registered under such Act unless such divi
sion has beenmade in consequenceof a trans-
1er of ownership or a partition of such tea .
estate with the prior consentof the Boardand
in accordance with the conditions, if any,
subject to whiohsuch consent has been gran
ted. In this subsection the expression
.. smallholding" shall have the samemeaning
as in the Tea ControlAct, No. 61 of 1957.

2. For seobion 9, substitute the following sec
tion :-

(iii) if each of the lots into whichsuohestate
is to be divided or partitioned is not
less than two hundrod heotares in
extent in the case of tea and one
hundred hectares in extent in the case
ofrubber, and suohdivisionor pa.rtition
will not in the opinion of the Board,
advrsely affect the agrioultural condi
tion or the efficienoy of management
of the property.",

Oolumn II

Amendment.9
(ii) if, in the opinion of the Board, the

agrioultural condition of such estate is
already so unsa.tisfaotory that its
division or partition into lots is not
likely to affeot such condition sdver
saly ; or

7

.. Prohibition of regis
tration of oertain es
tates and small hol
dings, under, tho Tea.
Control AotNo. 51 of
1957, and the Rubber
ControlAct.

Oolumn 1
Enactment

Metric Units (Consequential Provisions)
Law, No. 40 oj 1978
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(4) In the exercise of his powers ~a'.lr para
graph (b) of subsection (3) the MlllJst~l' may
:fix different amounts in respect of different
foreign tea auctions:

.',,-

(a) the export duty and any excess paid in
Sri Lanka. on that kilogramrne of tea, and

(b) the amount fixed by the Minister by
Order published in the Gazette in respeot
of a kilogramrne of tea exported from
Sri Lanka for sale at such a foreign te.')
auction to cover the cost of freight,
insuran~e and handling.

(2) For the purposes of expressing in tenus
of Sri Lanka currency the price at which a
kilogramme of tea exported from Sri Lanka
for sale at a foreign tea auction was sold on any
day at· such an auction, the rate of exchange
shall be the rate of exchange specified under
section 17 of the Customs Ord inance and III
force on tho. t day.

(3) The deductions which, for the purpo~s
of subsection (I). shall be made from the prrce
at which a kilogram me of tea. exported _froI'!l
Sri Lanka. for sale at a foreign tea auctIon JS

sold at such an auction shall b&-

Provided that whore tho tax which, but for
this proviso, would bo payable under the
preceding provisions of t.his subsect.ion on any
tea in respect of it-sfirst resale at a Colombo tea
auction is in excess of the tax under those
provisions on that lea in respeot of its sale at
such tin auction before such first resale, there
shall in lieu of the tax under those provisions.
be charged, levied and paid on that tea. in
respect of such first resale a tax equal to the
amount of such excess.

(ii) whore that excess is more than one rupee
and forty cen ts be equal to seventy cents:

{i) where tho.t excess is not more than one
rupee and forty cents, be equal to OJ'O
hulf of that oxcess ; and

~t a prico which is, or which when expresscd
In terms of Sri Lanka curronoy and after the
deduct ions specified in subsection (3) are made
therofrom is in excess of four rupees and
eight cents por kilogramme, there shan bo
charged, levied and paid in respect of each
kilograrnme of the teo. so sold 0. tax which
sha.ll-

2. (1) .Where any tea-
«(I.) is sold at a Colombo tea

auct-ion ; or
(b) is exported from Sri

Lanka and sold at a
foreign tea auction ;

"Tax on tea
which is sold at
0. Colombo tea
auobion and on
tea· exported
from Sri Lanka
sold at a foreign'
tea auction.

Enactment
8. The Teo. (Tax and

OontrolofEx-port)
Act, No. 16 of
1959

Oolumnll
Amendment.!

1. For seotion 2, substitute the following seo
tion:- .

Oolumn I

Met?i.c Units (Consequent·tal ProLJisions)
Laui, No. 40 of 1978
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Provided that no permit shall be re
quired for trhe export of-

(a) where the assessed prioe of a kilo
gramme of such tea on the day on
which such permit is issued exceeds
rupees six and cents fifteen by not
more than rupees four and cents
forty, be equal to one-half of that
excess, and

(b) where such assessed pries e::wceeds
rupees six and cents.fi.ftoonby more
than rupees four and oents forty
be rupees two and cents ~wenty.'.

S. In seotion 7, substitute, for subsection
(1) oftbat section the following l5ubseotion :-

" I. No person shall export tea except
under the authority of I), penuit issued by
the Oommissioner,

(2) Before the issue of the permit under this
Act authorizing the export from Sri Lanka
of any tea to which subsecbion (1) applies
there shall be oharged, levied and paid in
respect of each kilogramme of such tea a
tax which shall-

would reasonably be expected to fetch On
any da.y if such tea were sold on that day at a
Colombo tea auction.

(b) any tea which is not tea referred to
in paragraph (a) of thie subsection
or in subsection (1) of section 2
and whioh is authorized by 0. permit
issued under this Aot to be exported
from Sri Lanka,

2. In section 6, substitute, for subaections (I)
nnd (2) of that section, the following sub
sections respectively :-
• (1) The Commissioner shall, on the basis of
t.ho curen t prices at which tea is sold at a
Colombo tea auction, determine, for tho pur
P08flS of subaecbion (2), the price, hereafter
in this section referred too as the "assessed
price '. which a kilogrnmme of-

(a) any tea produced in Sri Lanka by
the English and Scottish Joint Co
operative Wholesllie Society Ltd.,
or

OolumnII
Amendmenf.s

Provided that any amount or amounts
which may bej'determined by the Minister
n.cting under subsection (3) shall be1Published
in the'Gazette and tabled in the National Stato
Assembly as soon as possible thereafter and
unless the Assembly by resolution within two
months resolves against it, the amount or
amounta shallcontinue to be;levied; and pro
vided further that nothing in this subsection
shnl] be deemed to prevent the Minister from _.
levying as a lawful tax the amount or amounts
ho may determinejuntil tho expiration of such
period or the Assembly by resolution revokes
his Order whichever event occurs earlier".

Column J
JiJnflctmcnt

9Metric Units (Consequential Provisions)
Law,· No. 40 of 1978



4. In section 12, substitute, for subseetions (1)
and (2) of that section the following sub
sections respeotively :-

"(1) Where Bny tea is Bold at a Oolombo
tea suction, the person who is Ih. owner
of the tea at the time of the sale "hall. 00 t.
later than three working days after the date
of the sale, state in writing to the Commis
sioner the doscription, quantity and sale
price per kilogramme of such tea, and the
name and address of the purchaser.

(2) Where any tea exported from Sri
Lanka for sale at a foreign tea auction is
sold at such an auction, the person who is
the owner of the tea at the time of the sale
shall, not later than fourtoen days after the
date of the sale, state in writing to the
Commissioner the description, quantity and
sale price per kilogrnmme of such tea ,and the
name and address of thP purchsser ,"

1. In section 13, in ps.TIt,graph (a) of sub
section (1) of that section, substitute, for
the words "rupees ten and cents sixty
five only for every or,A hundred pounds ",
the words" rupees twenty-five and eents
seventy only fo\' everyone hundred
kilogrammea ."

2. Insection 3I,substitute, in tbedeBnitioJl8 of
(a) .. esta.te", for the words" ten acres It

the words" four hectares" ; and

(b) co small holding ". for the words
If teo acres ", tbe words .. {our
hectares .",

9. The Sri Lanka Tea.
Board Law, No. 14
of 1975

(b) any tea Bent as commercial ssmples. II

Oolumn 1 Oolumn II
JUnactmen' Amendment" ,

(Il) any tea, not exceeding six kilo-;
grammea in weight, despatched RR
1\ gift by parcel post or taken all
part of the personal baggage of a
passenger on any vesse lot aircraft,
or

Metric Units (Consequential Provisions)
Law, No. 40 of 1978
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