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Amendment
of section
230 of the
Municipal
Councils '
Ordinance.

where such rates and any costs incurred have been
paid, set off such amount of the rates and costs
waived, against future rates due on the property
in respect of which such rates have been paid;

:(b) where such rates and any costs incurred have not
been paid, waive the amount of such rates and
costs.

Np person shall have a right to a refund of such amount.".
S-A 'S006-1S,~o (79/0'1)

,(a)

(Ic) Where the Minister has under subsection (1B)
authorized the waiver of the' whole or part of any rates
imposed arid any costs incurred, the Council shall-

......

AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL COtJNClLS ORDmANcE

2. Section 230 of the Municipal Councils Ordinance, as
amended by Act No.8 of 1967, is hereby further amended
by the insertion, immediately after subsection (IA) of that .
section, of the following new subsections:-

" (IB) It shall be lawful for the Minister to authorize '
the waiver of the whole or any part of the rates imposed
by the Council under this section in an:,{ past year and
any costs incurred for the purpose of recovering those
rates where-
(a). he is of the opinion that such rates have been imposed '

without the provision of adequate services; or
(b) he determines, with the approval of the Government,

that such waiver is just and equitable in all the,
circumstances of the case,

PART I

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka as follows:- '.

1. This Act may be cited as the Local Authorities Short title.
(Revision of Assessments and Reduction of Rates) Act,
No. 57 of 1979.

[Certified on 4th September, 1979]

L. D.-O. 1179
I

"' AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO
PROVIDE FOR THE REVISION OF ASS~SMENT OF ~AL VALUE
OF PROPERTIES OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES ONLY IN INSTANCES
WHERE THE MINISTER SO DmECTS, TO EMPOWER THE MINISTER
TO AUTHORIZE THE WAIVER OR REDUCTION OF RATES IN CERTAIN
~IRCUMSTANCES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO. •

Loccl Authorities (Revision of As-sessments and
Reduction oj Rates) Act, No. 57 of 1979
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238. (1) A Municipal Council shall prepare
a new assessment only when so directed by
the Minister, generally or specially.
The Minister may direct the preparation of
a new assessment in respect of any class or
species of immovable property or. all
immovable property in any Municipal
Council area having regard to the provision
of new services or the improvement of exist
ing services in such Municipal Council area.
Except when a new assessment is carried
out on the directions of the Minister, the
Council shall adopt the valuation or assess
ment for the preceding year with such
alterations as may, in particular cases, be
deemed necessary, as the valuation or
assessment for the year following:

Provided always that notice of such
valuation and assessment shall be given in
the prescribed manner.

(2) The Minister may on representations
made or of his own volition direct the .revi
sion of the assessment of the annual values
in respect of any past year in such manner
as he may deem fit having regard to the
services that had been provided at the time.

(3) Where there has been a reduction of
the rates as a result of the revision of
assessments on a direction of the Minister
under subsection (2), the Council shall-
(a) where such rates have been paid, set

off the amount of such rates and: any
costs incurred for the. purpose .:of
recovering those rates so reduced,
against future rates due on the
property in respect of which such .
rates have been paid; or

~
(b). where such rates have not been paid, '1

waive the amount of such rates and
any costs incurred.

No person shall have ~ right to' a refund
of such amount. ".'

.. Assess
ments of .
annual
values ..

3. Section 238 of the Municipal Councils Ordinance, as
amended by Act, No. 48 of 1971, is hereby repealed and
the following new section substituted therefor:-

2 Local Authorities (Revision of Assessmeuts and
Reduction' of Rates) Act, No. 57 of 1979 .
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Amendment
. of section
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cils Ordi
nance.

l

.•. -.J.amount. ",.' .

(b). where such special rateha~ not been paid,
waive the amount of such rate and any costs
incurred.

No'person shall have a.right toa refund of such

,"

(c) where such special rate has been paid, set oft
such amount of the.rate and any costs Incurr
ed, against future rates due on the property.-
in respect ofwhich such rate has been paid; 9r

(3) Where the Minister has under subsection (2)
authorized the waiver of the whole or part of any
special rate imposed and any costs incurred for the

. .purpose of recovering that .rate, the Council shall- .

(b) he determines, with the approval of the
Government, that such waiver is just and
equitable in all the circumstances of the.
case.

(a) he is of the opinion that such rate has been
imposed without the provision of adequate
services; or

,

" (2) It shall be lawful for the Minister to autho-
rize the waiver of the whole or any part of the
special rate imposed by the Council under sub
section (1) (b) in any past year and any costs
incurred for the purpose of recovering that rate
where-

(2) by the addition, at the end of subsection (1) of that
section, of the following subsections:-

(1) by the renumbering of that section as subsection (1)
of that section; and

AMENDMENTS TO THE URBAN COUNCILS ORDINANCE

4. Section 130of the Urban CouncilsOrdinance is hereby
amended as follows:-

PART II '

Local Authorities (Revision oj Assessments and 3
Reduction of Rates) Act, No. 57 of 1979



A.MEND:MENTS TO THE TOWN COUNCILS ORDINANCE

6. Section 129 of the Town Councils Ordinance is hereby
amended as follows:-

(1) by the renumbering of,that section as subsection (1)
of that section; and ",

(2) by the addition, at the end of subsection (1) of that
section, of the following subsections :-
" (2) It shall be lawful for the Minister to autho

rize the waiver of the whole or any part of the
special rate imposed by the Council under subsec..
tion (1) (b) inany past year and any costs incurred
for the purpose of recovering that rate where-+:
(a) he is of the opinion that such rate has been

,imposed without the provision of adequate
services; or

PARTm

, (2B) Where the Minister has under subsection (2A)
authorized the waiver of the whole or part of any rate
imposed and any costs incurred for the purpose of
recovering that rate, the Council shall-

(a) where such rate has been paid, set off such amount
of the rate and any costs incurred, against future
rates due on the property in respect of which such
rate has been paid; or .

(b) where such rate has not been paid, waive the amount ::.
, of the rate and any costs incurred.

No person shall have a right to a refund of such amount.".

5. Section 160of the Urban Councils Ordinance is hereby
amended by the insertion, immediately after subsection (2)
of that .section, of the following new subsections :-

" (2A) It shall be lawful for the Minister to authorize ~
the waiver of the whole or any part of the rate imposed
by the Council under this section in any past year and any
costs incurred for the purpose of recovering that .rate
where-
(a) he is of the opinion that such rate has been imposed
, without the provision of adequate services; or

(b) he determines, with the approval of the Government,
that such waiver is just and equitable in all the cir
cumstances of the case. ' .

Local Authorities (Revision of Assessments and
Reduction of Rates) Act" No. 57 of 1979
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Amendment
of section
159 of the
Town
Councils
Ordinance.

(lc) Where the Minister. has under subsection (lB)
authorized the waiver 'of the whole or part of any rate
imposed and any costs incurred for the purpose of recover
ing that rate, the Council shall-

(a) where such rate -h;s been paid, set off such amount
of the rate and any costs incurred, against future
rates due on the property in respect of which such
rate has been paid; or

(b) where such rate has not been paid, waive the amount
of such rate and any costs incurred.

No person shall have a right to a refund of.such-amount.".

7. Section 159of the Town Councils Ordinance, as amend
ed by Act No. 8 of 1987~is hereby further amended by the
insertion, immediately after subsection (IA) thereof, of
the following new subsections:-

" (IB) It shall be lawful for the Minister to authorize
the waiver of the whole or any part of the rate imposed
by the Council under this section in any past year and
any costs incurred for the purpose of recovering that
rates where-

(a) he is of the opinion that such rate .has been imposed
without the provision of adequate services; or

(b) he determines, with the approval of the Government,
that such waiver is just and equitable in all the cir
cumstances of the case.

( ,
"

(b) he determines, with the approval of the Gov
ernment, that such waiver is just and equit
able in all the circumstances of the case. .

(3) Where the Minister has under subsection (2)
authorized the waiver of the whole 0:( part of any _
special rate imposed and any costs incurred for the
purpose of recovering that rate, the Council shall-
(a) where such special rate has been paid, set off

such amount of the rate and any costs in
curred, against future rates due on the pro
perty in respect of which such rate has been
paid; or I

(b) where such special rate has not been paid,
waive the amount of such rate and any costs
incurred.

No person shall have a right to a refund of such .
amount.".

"..

Local Authorities (Revision of Assessments and 5
Reduction of Rates) Act, No. 57 of 1979
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No person shall nave a right to a reflnd of such

assessment tax.". ;

(b) where such assessment tax has not been paid,

waive the amount of such tax.

(a) where such assessment tax has been paid, set

off such amount of the tax paid against any

future tax due on the property in respect of

which such assessment tax has been paid, or

I

(2B) Where the Minister has under subsection

(2A) authorized the waiver of the whole or part

of the assessment tax imposed, the Council shall-

(b) he determines, with the approval of the

Government, that such waiver is just and

equitable in all the circumstances of the case.

(a) he is of the opinion that such assessment tax

has been imposed without the provision of

adequate services; or

cc (2A) It shall be lawful for the Minister to
authorize the waiver of the whole or any part of
.the assessment tax imposed by a Village Council
under this section in any past year where-

(1) by the insertion, immediately after subsection (2)
thereof, of the following new subsections:-

8. Section 37 of the Village Councils Ordinance, as'
amended by Act N? 48 of 1971, js hereby further amended
as follows :;_

AMENDMENTS TO THE VILLAGECOUNCILS 'ORDINANCE

',' PART IV

6 Local Authm'ities (Revision of Assessments and
Reduction of Rates) Act, n« 57 of 1979

Amendment
of section
37 of the
Village
Councils
Ordinance.



. (3) by the insertion immediately after subsection (8) of
that section, of the following new subsections:-

" (9) The Minister may, on representations made
or of his own' volition, direct the revision of the
assessment of the annual values in respect of any I

)past year in such manner as he may deem fit having
regard to the services that had been provided at
the time.

(10) Where there has been a reduction of the
assessment tax or special rates as a result of the
revision of assessmentson a direction of the Minis
ter under subsection (9), the Council shall-

(a) where such assessment tax or special rates
have been paid, set off the amount of such
tax or special rates so reduced against future
tax or special rates due on the property in
respect of which such assessmentI tax or
special rates have been paid ; or _~. . . . ,.

H (8) For the purpose of levying the assessment·
tax referred to"in paragraph (a) of subsection (2),
a Village Council shall prepare' a new assessment
only when so directed by the Minister, generally
or specially. The Minister may direct the prepara-·
tion of a new assessmentonly in respect of any class
or species of immovable property or all immovable
property in any built-up locality of a village area
having regard to the provision of new services or
the improvement of existing services in such built
up locality of a village area. Except when a new
assessment is carried out ori the direction of the
Minister, the Council shall adopt the valuation of
assessment for the preceding year with such alte
rations as may, in particular cases, be deemed
necessary, as the valuation or assessment for the
year following:

. Provided always that notice of such valuation
and assessment shall be given in ·the prescribed
manner." ; and

(2) by the repeal of subsection (8) ~f that section and
the substitution therefor, of the. following new
subsection: -

Local AutlwTlties (Revirion of Assessments and '!-
Req,uction oj Rates) Act, No. 57_ oj 1979·
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(3) Where the Minister "hasunder subsection (2)
authorized the waiver-of the whole or part of any
special rate imposed, the Council shall-

(a) where such special rates have been paid set off
such amount of rates against future rates due
on the property in respect of which such

, special rates have been paid; or .

(b) where such special.rates have not been paid,
waive the amount of the' special rates.

No person shall have a right to a refund
of such amount.".

(2) by the addition, at the end of that section, of the
following subsections:-

" (2) It shall be lawful for the Minister to autho
rize the waiver of the whole or any part of a
special rate imposed by a Council under subsection
(1) (b) in any past year where he is of the opinion
that such special rate has been imposed without the
provision of adequateservices.

• J

(1) by the renumbering of that section as subsection (1)
. of that section; and;

1

9. Seciion 40A of the Village Councils Ordinance, insert
edby Act No. 60 of 1961, is hereby amended as follows:-

No person shall have a right to a refund of such
amount.".

(b) where such tax or: special rates have not been
"paid, waive the amount of such tax or rates
so reduced

8 Local Auihorities (R.evision of Assessments and.
Reduction of Rates) Act, No. 57 of 1979
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