ORDINANCE No. 19 or 1898. 497

Telegraphic Press Messages.

No. 19 of 1898, Qwmwwtid @07“( Nl o 2e

An Ordinance to secure, in certain cases, the right of
Property in Telegraphic Press Messages.

’\/ HEREAS it is expedient to secure, in certain cases, Preamble.
the right of property in telegraphic press messages :

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and

with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof,

as follows : wm M / 4{?2—6

1  When any person, in the manner hercinafter mentioned, Press messages
publishes in any newspaper or other printed paper published :’3']'0""‘?““]'“’
and circulated in Ceylon any message by elastsie-telegraph from « pﬁ:ﬂﬁslhggt L
any place outside the said Island, lawfully received by such  during forty-
person, no other person shall, without the consent in writing cight hours
of such first-mentioned person, or his agent thereto lawfully “f.‘t‘;" i
authorized, print or publish, or cause to be printed or published, ¢ t,,‘,‘;“,?e;’;’;\‘,‘f,f“'
such telegram, or the substance thereof, or any extract there- '
from, until after a period of forty-eight hours from the time of
first publication ; provided that such period shall not extend
beyond sixty hours from the time of the receipt of such message
(Sundays and public and bank holidays excepted), and the
publication of the whole or any part of such telegram, or of
the substance thereof, or (excepting the publication of any
similar message in like manner sent) of the intelligence therein
contained, or any comment upon, or any reference to, such
intelligence, shall be deemed to be a publication of the same.

2 If any person wilfully print and publish, or cause to be Unlawful
printed and published, any matter contrary to the provisions 2};&'3;""3 s
of this Ordinance, he shall be liable to a fine not excceding - ’
one hundred rupees; and every person who is convicted a

second time of any offence against this Ordinance shall be

liable to a fine not exceeding three hundred rupees. . ‘ .
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4 (1) During the period of forty-eight hours hereinbefore ll?éhrlggsl:)rfg{ggtghght

mentioned, no intelligence protected by this Ordinance sh.all Lnt:all.igor1cptglc;lt to

be transmitted by ekeetete telegraph tot’lnnyt l})ersglrll outside gﬁy]’[;‘c‘;s'c',‘,; it

Ceylon by or on behalf of any person other than the person  Cexlon.

who, under the provisions of this Ordinance, is entitled to the @ 073{ . NO [ ﬁZ{ (52-6.

exclusive use of such intelligence.

(2) Any person acting in contravention of this section shall  Penaity.
be guilty of an offence, and liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding one hundred rupees for a first offence, and to a fine
not exceeding three hundred rupees for any subsequent offence,
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5 Inany prosecution under this Ordinance the production
of any document which purports to be a telegraphic message
from some place outside Ceylon, and which contains the
intelligence published in the newspapers as aforesaid, and which
has been delivered to some person entitled to receive the same
by the proper officer of the Telegraph Department, shall be
primd facie evidence that the message published as herein.
before described in such newspaper is a message within the
meaning of this Ordinance; and proof that any person is owner,
or is, or is acting, or appears to be acting, as editor or manager
of any newspaper in which there has been any publication
contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance shall be primd
facie evidence that such person has wilfully caused such un-
lawful publication... . '

6 Nothing in this Ordinance shall extend to any document
published by the Government Printer, or to the report of any
proceedings in the Legislative Council.

7 This Ordinance shall be cited as ** The Telegram Copy-
right Ordinance, 1898.”

14th December, 1898.



