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An Ordinance relating to the Emigration of Nsative Labourers
from this Island vnder contract of Bervioe.

HEREAS it is expedient to regulate the emigration of

native lubourers under comtract of service to lakour in

places without the limits of this Island : It is heroby enacted by

the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Cooncil thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be ealled * The Ceylon Emigration
Ordinance, 1542, and shall come into force on the passing thereof.

2. From and after the passing of this Ordinance the Governor
may, with the adviee of the Excutive Council, from time to time
by notification published in the Government Gazeite, declare thas
tha emigration of the native inhabitants of this Island shsll be
lawful to any place deseribed in such notification, provided that
every such notifiestion shall contain also a decloration that thé
Governor bas bLeen duly certified thet the Government of the
place to which the potification refers has made such laws and
other provisions es the Governor in Executive Council shall deem
sufficient for the protection of the native Inhabitants of Ceylon
emigrating to such placs,

3. From the date of any such notification, contracts may be

‘made with any native inhabitant of Ceylon for labour to be per-

formed in any place to which emigration is suthorized in the
notifieation, and it ehall be lawful to ensble or sssist any native



inhabitant to emigrate to suck place; but all contracts and engage-
menis under such notification shall be made and signed before a
Police Magistrate, who is hereby suthorized to take such signa-
tures, after roading over and explaining to the signatories, the
contract to be entered into by them.

4. It shall not be lawful for any person to muke with any
native Inhabitant of this Island any eontract for labour to be per-
Yormed in any Beltieh—or Forsiga-colony without the limits of
this lsland to which emigration has not been declared lawful,
in manner aforessid, and every person who shall make anv such
conlract, or who sliall knowingly sid or abet any oative inhabitant
of this Island io emigrating from this Islapd for the purpose of
being employed under contract as & labourerf shall be guilty of
an offence, and shall ba liahla on eonvietion’to a fine not oxcesd-
ing two hundred rupees for every native inhabitant so contracted
with, aided, or abetied.

Provided always, that nothing in this Ordinance contained shall
be taken to apply to any native seaman who shall of his own free
will contract to navigate any vessel, or who shall embark on
hoard such vessel in pursnance of soch contract, or to any person
who shall contract to serve as a menial servant only, or who shall
embark as such menial sorvant,

Passed in Couneil the Eleventh day of October, Une thousand
Eight hundred and Eighty-two,

J. A. SwerTESHAM,
Clerk to tha Couaneil.

Agsented to by His Excellancy the Governor the Nixieenth day
of October, One thousand Eight hundrod and Eighty-two.

J. DovGLas,
Colonisl Secratary.
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