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An Ordinance to prevent unlicensed gemming upon Crown Lands.

HEREAS it is expedient to prevent unlicensed gemming
wpon Crown lends within thia Colony: It iz hereby
enacted by the Governor of Cevlon, with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Uouneil thereof, s follows :—
1. This Ordinance may be cited as * The Gemming Ordi-
nance, 1542."

2. In the construction of this Ordinance, onless the context
otherwise requires, the following termge shall have the respective
meanings hereby asaigned to them, that ia to sayi—

(1) The terms *“to gem"” and “ gemming” shall wean and
welude sny mode or method of working whatscever
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whereby the soil or earth or any gem or precious stone
or any rock, stone or quartz may ba disturbed, removed,
carted, carried, washed, sifted or otherwise dealt with
for the purpose of obtaining any gem or precious stone
therefrom, whether the same maey have been previously
disturbed or not.

{2) “Crown land” includes the bed of every river and
stream flowing through lands belonging to or reserved
by the Crown, in addition to every other deseription of
land belonging to or reputed to belong to the Crown,
whether imder the Ordinanes No, 12 of 1840, or resarved
or otherwise held or possessed by the Crown,

3. From and after the passing of this Ordinsnce it shsll not
be lawful for any person to gem uwpon apy Crown land or upon
any land in which the rights of the Crown to gems snd precious
stonez have been reserved, for gems or pm:inun stones : unlass
such person shall have obiained a license therefor in the manner
bereinafter provided.

4. The Government Agent of the Province and any Assistant
Government Agent within his own district may grant to the party
applying for the same s license, to be called a * gemmer's license®;
lulﬂl license shall be in the form A, given in the schedule hereto,
and shall be stamped with a stamp of Ra. 1, to be furnished by
the licensoe.

5. Every such gemmer's license shall be in force for such tarm
a8 Ehall be mentioned therein, and shall not be trapsferable ; mnd
only one person shall be named thergin, who shall be called tha
licensee.

8. A gemmer's license ghall authorize the licensee personally
and not through snother or others to gem during the time men-
tioned therein, upon any portion of the Crown land described in the
licanse,

T. Every licensea shall conform to the roles which the Govern-
ment Agent of the Provines shall canse to be drawn up in the
manner hervinafter provided for the regulation of gemming within
his own Province.

B. The Goverument Agent of each Provines is hereby em-
powered from time to time to make, alter, amend or substitute such
rules for the regulation of gemming within his own Province as
he may consider necessary. Provided that such rules shall not be
contrary to any of the provisions of this Ordisance, and provided also
that such rules shall not be of any force or effect until they have
been submitted to and confirmed by the Governor, acting with the
adviee of the Executive Couneil, who ia hereby empowered with
such advice to confirm or disallow the same. The rules when
allowed shall be published in the Government Gazette, sud =hall
thereupon become us legal, valid and effectual se if they had been
enacted in this Ordinanca.

B. Every licensee shall be held and required to produce and
exhibit his license to the Government Agent of the Province, or his
Office Assistant, or the Assistant Government Agent within his own
district, or any person authorized by the Government or by bis
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Assistant in writing in that behalf, and to prove to the satisfaction
of such Government Agent, Office Assistant, or Assistant Govern-
ment Agent that such license is in foree, whenever required to do
#o by him,

10. Every person committing a breach of any of the provi-
siong of the third, seventh or niuth sections of this Ordinance, or
of any rule made under the provisions of scetious seven and eight
of this Ordinance, shall be guilty of an offence, punishable with
imprisonment at hard labour for any term not exceeding thres
months or with & fine not exeeeding fifty rupees or with both.

11. If the court before which the offence is tried shall find the
offender guilty under the third seetion of this Ordinanee of gem-
ming without a license, it shall be lawful for such court to confis-
cate nll gems, stones, or gemming implements which at the time of
the eommission of the said offence were fonnd on the person or in
the possession of such offender,

12. In any prosecution for any offence againat this Ordinancs,
if the information or plaint in any such case shall pegative tha
issue or possession of & gemmer’s license under the provisions of
this Ordinaunce, it shall not be necessary for the prosecutor or
eomplainant in that behalf to give any evidence of such negative,
but the defendant or acensed may prove the atfirmative thereol in
his defence if he would have advantage of the same.

13. This Urdinavee shall come into operation on the pnesing
thereof.

SCHEDULE A.
Btamp GEMMER'S LICENSE.
Rs. 1. (NOT TRASSFEEADLE.)
No. District
Province.
The day of 188 .

Izsned to under the
provisions of the Ordinance, to be in force for
from the date hereof, and to apply to the Crown
land » in the province aforesaid, lot

, containing in extent
Government Agent.
(See back.)

Passed in Conneil the Eighth day of November, One thousand

Eight hundred snd Eighty-two.
J. A, SWETTENHAM,

Clerk to the Couneil,

Assented to by His Exeellency the Governor the Thirteenth day
of November, One thousand Eight hundred and Eighty-two.

J. DotaLas,
Colouinl Secretary.



