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No. 81.—1884.

An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 1C of 1861, entitled
“ An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Laws
relating to Poblic Thoronghfares in this Colony.”

Artavr Gorpon,

HEREAS it iz expedient to amend Ordinance No. 10 of

1861, entitled * An Ordinance 1o consolidate and amend

the Laws relating to Public Thoronghfares in this Colony:” De it

theraefore enacted by the Governorof Ceylon, with the sadvice and
consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :—

1. Thig Ordinance, so far me iz consistent with the tenor
thersof, eliall be construed as ope with Ordinance No, 10.of
1861, entitled “ An QOrdinauce to consolidate aud amend the Laws
rolating to Public Thoeroughfsres in this Colony,” and in this
Ordinance referred to as the principal Grdinance.
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8. This Ordinance may be cited as “The Road Ordinance,
1861, Amendment Ordinance, 1584, -

3. Every division officer shall, from the liste mentioned in the
42nd section of the priocipal Ordinsnce, as well as from such
other information as he may possess, compile and prepare in
duplicate a return showing the name and age of every pereon in
his division lisble to perform laboor oo the ronds. Frovided that
it shall not be vecessary for the division officer to ask the peraons
mentioned in such list who are lisble to perform lsbour whether
or not they elect to commute the same, anything in section 42 of
the prineipal Ordinanes 1o the conrrary notwithstanding.

4. Such return shall be prepared vot Iater than the 21st day
of December in ench yesr, and shall be published in each district
ou or before the 81st day of Juvuary in the following year, by
alfixing one of ths duplicates or a copy thereof to such conspicuous
placa in the division ns the Chairman of the District Road
Lommittes shall appoint.

5. The other duplivate sball Le furnisbed to and be retained
Ly the Chairman of the District Road Committee.

8. The return so prepared shall be signed by the division
oflicer who shall have prepared the snme, and, as soon as publidhed
in the manner provided for by section 4 of this Urdinpnee, ghall
constitute notice to every person vumed therein of his lisbility to
perform labour ; aud the production of either of the duplicates
sbull be conclusive proof of such notica.

e) It shall be lawful for theYChairman of the District Road
Committee, upon proof to his satisfaction that any person resident
within the distriet and liable to the'performance of labour is either
from disenss or bodily infirmity inkapable of performioy labour,
to exempt such person from the perfgrmance thereof either for lile
or for such period as the Choirman of ghe District Rond Committes

Imgrf‘?m}ﬂﬁ.t- foee 3

: Ev&r? p-iunu whose name is inseribed in the returns re.
ferred to in section 4 of this Urdinance, and which shall not have
been atruck off therefrom by the Chairman of the District Road
Committes, shall ba liable to labour on the roads, and the returna
either before or after nmendment, should nny amendment to them
be made, or auy copy therenf, certified to be » copy by the Chair-
maan, shall be final sud conclusive evildence of the liability to labour
of any person whose name ghall appear thereon, unless, in cose of
& copy, it shall be proved to the Distriet Road Committee that
such list was nob & true copy of the original.

9. A supplementsl return, should such be found necessary, may
be prepared in the same mauner as the return meutioned in section
4 of this Ordinanece : Provided that any such supplemental return
shall be published not later than the 30th day of April in any year,
and provided that such supplemental return shall not include any
person who was not an inhabitaot on the 31st March of that year.

10. Upon sny supplementsl return being so published, all the
provisions of this sod the priveipal Ordinanee relating to returns
ghall apply, so far a8 may be practiczlble, to any such supplewcental
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retorn in the same maoner as if such retarn had been prepared and
published under sestion 4 of this Ordinance.

11. No person liable to perform labour shall ba required to
sttend for the performance thereof on a Sunday, nor except during
the customary Lours of lubour,

12. No person, except as hereinafter provided, shall be required
to attend for the performance of labour on any pringipal thorough-
fare nor on any minor thoroughfare which shall be at s greater
distance from his residence then ten miles : Provided that the
Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, may from
time to time wary the distance within the limit hereinbefore
preseribed. '

13. Ewvery division officer, on beiog directed so to do by the
Chairman of the District Commities, shall give notice to the
inbubitants of Lis division liable to perform labour, who ehall not
in the wanner heroafter provided have commuied the same, to
attend and perform such labouor at the time and place appolnted by
the Chairman of the District l{oad Committes, and such notice
shall ba given by publication by beat of tom-tom not less than
eeven days before the day appointed for the attendanes of such
inhabitunts, and in such other way, if aoy, as the Chairman of
the District Road Committes shall direet.  Provided thet no such
notice shall be given untl the time during which a person is,
under section 26 of this Ordinsnece, sllowsd to commute, shall
have elapsed,

14. Any person liable to perform labour, snd who has not
commuted in the manner hereinafier provided, who shall. without
lawful excuge, the proof of which extuse shall lie on such person,
fail to attend to perform labowr at the time and place appointed
for that purpose, or who shall fail to pay the amount of commu-
tation movey due by him ss hereinafter provided, shall be liable,
on receiving notice so to do, to labour on the thoroughfares or
public tanks of the district in which such person’s liability to
work arose, for double the number of daye for which such person
was originally liable : Provided that the limitation ae to distanee
prescribed by section 12 of this Ordicaoee shall not apply to
persons required to perform donble labour under this section, buot
if the distance of the place where such parson is called upon to
work under this section is greater than that mentioned in section
12 of thiz Ordinanes, such person shall be provided with lodg-
ingrd by the District Road Commities, and provided that any person
who shall have become liabls to the performance of the doubls
labour under this section may commute such donble labour in the
manner hereinafter provi

16. If mny person attendiog to perform labour due by him,
whether it be labour for which he was originally liable, or the
increased labour by remson of his having failed to sttend in the
first instance, ehall, without lawful excuse, the proof of which
excuge shall lio on such persen, peglect or refuse to remain in
attendance during the working hours, or who shall be guilty of
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any drunkeoness, wilful neglect, or disobedience of the orders
of the officer in charge of the work in which such persgn
shall be employed, or of not takiog due care of the tools and
implements entrusted to him, or of any other misconduet in the
performance of the labour required of him, every such person shall,
after enquiry aond on adjudication, be liable w be condemned by
the Chairman of the District Road Conrmities to work for nn extra
number of days, not excesding three days for any one of the above
offences : Provided that the aggregate amount of punishment
imposed upon aoy one person under the provisions of this section
shall not exceed six days’ labour,

18. Whenever any person fuils after receiving notice to attend,
or negloets or refuses to perform or abandons the performance of
double laboonr under gection 14, ar additionad lahour under section
15 of this Ordinapee, he shall be goilty of an offence, nud be liable
to the ponishment provided by section 18 of this Ordinsuce, and
the Chairmen of the Heed Committee of the distriet in which auch
person is bound to labour is hereby empowered snd required, unless
such person be otherwise before him, to issue his warrant for the
arrest of such person, which warrant shull be substautially in the
form A. of the schedule bereunto anvexed.

17. Every snch warrant of arrest way be executed by the per-
sou or persons Lo whom it is addressed, or by awy police officer,
headman, fiscal, or fiscal’s officer, woil every such warrant shall be
axecutable throughout the I:laud withont any endorsement, any-
thing in the Ordinance No. 3 of 1853, entitled * An Ordinanee for
regulating the procedure of the Courts of Crimingl] Judicature,” to
the contrary notwithatuoding.

18. Any person nrrested onder the provisions of this Ordi-
nance shall be taken witbhout delay before the Chairman of the
District Road Committee, accordivg o the terms of the warrane,
and the Chairman befora whom soeh perzon ghall be broughe, shall
enguire into the charge on which such person was arrested, and
upon being satisfied that the party arrested is the person againat
whom the warraot was issued, and that the offence mentioned in
such woarrant was committed by such person, shall, and ia herehy
required, by warrant substantially in the form B. of the schedule to
thia Ordinance, to commit such person to prison, there to be detain-
ed at hard labour for the period of oue mouth : Provided that the
Chairman before whom any such person shall ba brought may, in
his diseretion, in lieu of committing such person to prison, adjudge
him to pay s pevalty of ten rupees, and if such sum be paid
ﬁ}rt.hwhﬁ, or within such time as the Chairman may allow, such
person shall not be committed to prison, but otherwise he ehall,
and the Chairman may, if such person shall have been relessed
prior to the payment of such fine when inflicted, issue, if uecessary,
s warrant for his arrest :!':'?va'idmj that from any decision of the
Chairman under this section there shall be no appeal.

19. Any peoalty so recoverad shall forthwith be eredited to
Government, and be deemed and taken to be 8 peymeot o Her
Majesty.
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20. The warrant of nrrest menotioned in (ha 16th section of
this Ordinanca shall he issoed as & warrant nrf firgt inatance, and
it shall not be lawful for the Chuirman of the' Road Committee of
a Provinee or the Chairman of a Distriet Road Committea to issue
& summons or any other description of notice befere issniog such
warrant of arrest.

21. A register shall be kept by the Chairman of the District
Road Committes in which shall be entered s list of all warrants
issued onder this « rdinance, the reasons for whiclh such warrants
wure issued, and the ponishment inflicted Bpon the offenders
brought up in virtue of such worrants.

22, Any person sentenced to imprisonment under the pro-
visions of this Ordinauce may be imprisoned in the prison of the
district wherein he is coudemped, in the same way as if he had
been condemned under the authority of & Court, Justice of the
Peace, Corouer or Deputy Coroner, auvthing in the Ordivanee
No. 16 of 1877 to the contrary notwithstanding,

23. The District Road Committee shall, opon the application
of suy person performing double labowr whder seetion 14 or
iverensed lnbour under sectivn 15 of this Ordinance, or whenever
such committee may consider it peceszary to do so, provide such
person for every day that he may labour with either subsistence
manay equal to one half of the ordinary rate of a eooly'’s wages,
a8 paid in the diztrict in which such work shall ba performed, or
with fooil, aecording as such committee may deem best; sl any
person who shall receive subsistence mouney or food in virtwe of”
this section shall, in adlition to the labour for which he was
otherwis=e linble, Inboor on such works na are mentionad in section
14 of this Ordinance for an extra number of days, exclusive of
Sundays, equel to the pnwber of days for which he was liable to
double labour or increased labour : Provided that any person shall,
during the time that he may be so st lahour, be uuh;eul. to the
provisions of sections 14, 15, and 16 of this Ordinanes in respeck
of any of the offences therein mentioned,

44. If any person shall cleim o be exempted from the per-
formunce of labour by reason that his sge is less than eighteen
years or exceeds fifiy-five, or if at any time complaint shall be
made that any person has heen unduly exempted from labour on
n like plen, or if any question shall be raised as to the rate of com-
mutation which ooglt to be paid by any person for the labour due
by him, or if any person shall refuse to lsbour upon any work upon
the plea that the eame is situnted at a greater distance from the
place where he resides thun that prescribed, it shall be lawful for
the Chairman of the District Road Committes of the disiricé to
which any such person may belong, to make such enqguiry as he
shall deem necessary, and to determine any such question ; and the
decision of such Chairman shall be final.

Commutation,

26. It shall be lawful for any inhabitant to commute the per-
formance of the labour due by him for sny one vear, except any
double or increased labour to which he may have become liable
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under sections 14 and 15 of this Ordinance, by a money payment
of such sum not exceeding two rupees, as the Governor, with the
advice of the Executive Council, may from time to time fix in
respect of the provinee or district in which such inhabitant resides :
Provided that the rates of commutation hitherto paid under the
principal Ordinanca shall be levied until altered by Proclamation.
And it shall be lawful for any person who shall have become liable
to the performsace of double labour under section 14 of this (irdi-
nance to commute such double labour by the payment of double
the amount of the rate of commutation leviable in that distriet at
any time previous o the day on which such person shall have been
notified to perform double labour.

28. Any person desiring to commute the performance of labour
by 8 mouey paymeut shall pay the amount due by him on or
before the 28th day of in each year, und up to such date
& person shall not be liable to the peualties provided by section 14
of this Ordinance. - Iotgeo  + o F

2. The amount due by any person a3 commutation money
shall be paid to a division officer of the diswrict to which the
person liable fo pay may belong, or to the Chairman of the
Roand Committes of the said district, who shall grant a receipt
therefor, and any monev paid as such commutation money shall
bo deemed and taken to be o payment to Her Majesty.

28. Every division officer shall grant a receipt npon a form
issued by and beariog the stump of the District Road Committes,
and shall pay over ull such sums received by him us division officer
to the Distriet Committes, at gnch times and in gneh mauner as
such Committes shall direct, and all sueh sums shall forthwith be
deposited in the Kachehéri and shall be placed to the credit of the
Chairman of the District Roud Commitiee, nod the order of such
Chairman for the payment of any commutation money, together
with the receipt of the party to whom the same is paid in pursuance
thereof, shall be & full and sufficient authority and discharge for
any such payment, and all such receipts and orders for payment
at are mentioned in this or in the next preceding section shall be
free of stamp duty.

29, Ifaony person, who shall have peid the amount doe by him
a8 commutation money nuder this ot the principal Ordinaves, ehali
deliver any receipt given to him by the division officer or by the
Chairman of the District Road Committee to any other person, in
order that such last-mentioned pearson may make nse of the same
in proofof his having pald any sum of money due by him, or for
any other frandulent purpose ; or if any person shall damitﬂzllr
make ose of any receipt given to sny other peraon by a division
officer or & Chairman of a District Road Committes as a receipt
given to him, such persouns, or either of them, shall be guilty of
an offence, and be lisble to such punishments as the court before
which they or either of them may be tried shall impose,

30. Every Provinecial Committea sball, on or before the lat
day of Augnst in every year, forward to the Colonial Secretary for
trunsmissioa to the Governor, a statement exhibiting the amount
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which the Committee recommend should be expended during the
ausuing year, together with a list of the rowmds, rivers, lakes,
eanals, rest-houses or other works on which the Committes desira
the said amount to be expended.

31. Suljeet to
this Ordivases, the
alteration or amend

he enactment cootsined in section 32 of
iovernor may from time to time make any
nt in any such statement or list which may
appenr to him necessary, and propose such statements and liste or
such amended siatements and amended lists to 1he Legislative
Couneil in the Urdinknee providing for the contingent expendi-
ture of the Colony forjibe ensuing year.

32. In the event of apy Frovineinl Committes failing to
trausmit such statement aod list as bereinbofore meotioned oo or
before the Ist lay of Augost, the Governor may, subject to the
ennctment contained in the next following section, make such
gtatement and list as he shull consider necessary, and propose the
same to the Legislative Cowncil in the manver provided in the
next preceding section of this Ordinance,

33. Whenever snch statements and lists have been proposed
by the Governor and approved by the Legislative Cooneil, tha
amount of labour to ba supplied for the performance of any works
contained in such approved statements and lists shall be distinetly
stated in the Ordinance enacted for the snme, and shall in no case
exceed two-thirds of the whole amount of labour due from the
district or districts within which it may be requoired to ba
performed, leas two-thirds of the necessary expenditure to ba
incurred in earrying out the provisions of this and the principal
Ordinance.

34. Bection 19 and sectiona 51 1o 65, both inclusive, of the
principal Ordinanee, and the provisions of Urdinance No. § of
1866, entitled * An Ordinance to facilitate the recovery of moneys
doe as commutation of the Paddy Tax and of the performance of
Labour,” in eo far as they relata to the recovery of any amoonnt due
a8 commutation under the principal Urdinance or under thia
Ordinance, are hereby repealed ; provided that snch repeal shall nod
affect—

(@) The past operation of anything done or suffored under
any ensciment hereby repealed, nor

(6) Any right, privilege, obligation, or liability nequired,
acerugd, or incarred uuder apy enactment hereby
repealed, nor

(e) Any penalty, forfeiture or pooishment incurred in respect
of any offenea commiitted sgainst any ensctment
hereby repealed, nor

(d) Any iovestigation, legal proceeding, or remedy in respect
of any such right, privilegs, obligation, liability,
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment as aforesaid,

35. This Ordinance ehall not apply to nor operate within the

limits of any town in which a Municipality or & Local Board shall
have been or may be hereaficr established,



SCHEDULE A.

Warnanr or Arpmest vwpee Sgcrion 16 or OUrmixascs No, 31 ur.lEH-I-.
To (mame and designation of person or persons who 12 or ore Lo execile the H’qrrml!_]

WaEzzas of is charged with the offence [Aere slate the offence
in terms of sections 14 or 18, according o the facls, as the case may be] in breach of
section 16 of Urdinance No.  of 1844 ; you are hereby directed to arrest the snid
end to preduce him before me at :

(Signed)

Dated the day of
Chairman of the Road Commillee of the
FProviace

or Chairman, District Road Commilice.

SCHEDULE B.

Wairnint or CoumITHEST OK A BENTEXCE UNDER SEcTTON 18 0F Orminawce No. 31 or 1884,

To the Fiscal of the Frovince,

Woeneas on the day of 188 [mame of prisoner] was convicted
before me [rame, Chatrman of the Road Commitfee of i or Chairman
of the District Hoad Commitlee for the Districl of , af the cose may be] of the
offence of [mention concisely the offence] under section —— of Ordinance No. —— 'of 1884,
and was sentenced to one month's imprisonwent with hard labour.

This is to snthorize and require yon to receive the eaid Eﬁmer‘l name] into your
custody in prison at —, together with this Warrant, and there to carry the aforesaid
sgontence into execntion arcording to law. ;

QGiven under my hand this day of

— 188 .
[Signature and Officinl Desigration.]
Passed in Conneil the Tonth day of December, One thousand Eight hundred
and Eighty-foar.
R. H SixcrLaig,

Actiog Clerk to the Couneil.

Apsented to by His Excellancy the Governor the Seventeenth day of December,
One thousand Kight hondred and Eighty-four,

Joaw F. Dicksox,
Acting Colonial Secratary.




