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Village Tribunals,

No. 34.—1884.

An Ordinance to emend the Laws relating to Village
Communities and Village Tribunals.

ArTRUR GORDON.

HEREAS it is expadient to amend the Laws relating to

Village Communities and Village Tribunals : Beit there-

fore enncted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Couneil theveof, ae follows :—

1. This Ordinance, so far as is consistent with the tenor thereof,
shall be read and constroed s one with Ordinance No. 26 of 1571,
in this Ordinance referred to as “The Principal Ordinance,” and
with Ordinance No. 12 of 1850, and Ordinance No, B of 1882, and
this Ordinance may be cited ne *The Village Communities
Urdinances Amendment Ordinance, 1584."

3. It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice of the
Executive Council, to limit the powers of any Village Tribunal,
established under section 20 of the ]Jnrirh:-.iI.'m:.iIII Ordinanee, to the
exercise of civil and eriminal jurisdiction referred to in section
21 of such Ordinanes, nod sectivn 8 of Ordivance No. 12 of 1850,
or to the exercise of either the civil or the eriminal jurisdiction
referred to in the said Ordinances, or to limit the jurisdiction of
such I'ribunals to breaches of any rolea made by the inhabitants of
the subdivision under the authority of this Ordirance, or of the
principal Ordinance, or of Ordinance No. 12 of 1880, or of Ordi-
nance No. 8 of 15~2, or to the breaches of such roles togother
wilh the exercise of eivil jurisdiction abovementioned, or to the
breaches of such rules tegeither with the exercise of ecriminal
jurisdietion abovementioned, auything in such Urdinances to the
contrary notwithstanding,

3. Whevever gny rules shall have been duly prepared by the
inbabitants of any sub-division in virtue of the powers econlerred
upon them, and it shall not seem advisable to establish a Village
Tribunal in the sub-division in which such rules may have been
made, it shall be lawful for the Village Committes for the time
being to try breaches of any rules so made and duly approved by
the Governor, with tha advies of the Executive Council, and te
impose such penalties a3 may be lawfully inflicted for the breach
of such rules,

4, The chief headman shall be ex-officio chairman of every
Village Committes in his division : Provided that if he shall be
absent at auy meeting of such committee, the members of the
committes who shell be present, not being less thsn four, may
select aud appoint & chairman for such meeting,

5. The quoestion as to whether a person charged with the
breach of any such rule has or has not committed o breach thereof,
shall be determined by the majority of the Village Commitiee,
and in case the members of the committee be equally divided, the
Chairman shall decide.
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6. The Villagze Committes shall have the same exclusive
jurisdiction with regard to all matters connected with the breach
of uny such rules as have the Presidest and Councillors of &
Yillage Tribusal under section 21 of the principal Ordinance,
and if o fine imposed for the breach of any such rule by the Village
Committee be not paid forthwith, thg Village Committee may sen-
tence the offeuder to imprisovment with or without hsrd labour
for any period not exceediug fourteen daye. :

7. The provisions of the 19th section of Ordinsnce No. 4 of
1867, and of the Sth, 8th and Blst sections of * The Prisons Ordi-
vance, 1877,"” shall extend and apply to warrants of commitment
issued by Village Committees under the sathority of this Ordi-
NADCH,

8. It chall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice of the
Exeeutive Couneil, from time to time to make rules and to repeal,
alter or nmend the same to be observed by Village Committees
for the trial ol breaches of rules under this Ordinance in the same
mauner and to the rame extent as the Governor is empowered to
make rules under section 30 of the principal Ordipance ; and
such rules when made, altered, or amended, shall be published =a
provided in such section, and, subject to any such rules, the pro-
ceedings of & Village Committes shall be in accordance with the
provisions of such section,

9. It shall he the duty of the Presideot of any Village Tri-
bunal or of the Chairman of any Village Committes to report
weekly all cases tried before the Village T'ribunal or the Village
Committee, as the ense may be, to the Kachehéri of the eub-
division to which soch Village Tribunal or Village Committes
belongs, and to forward the journals of proceedings taken by such
President or Chairman to the Goveroment Agent to be filed of
record in his Kachchéri., The Government Agent shall be
empowered to git with the Presideut and Councillors, or with the
Chairman and Villaze Committes, and observe their proceedings,
srl generally from time to time to report on such proceedings to
the Governor. And it sball be lawful for the Government Agent
to take action in any case in which either party thereto may apply
to him for relief, and to direct further enquiry thereof, or to order
g now trisl, or that further evidence be taken, or to order a non-suit,
or to alter, ameud, modify or reversa the decision therein, and it
shall be lawful for the Government Agent, st aoy time, of bis own
motion to esall for and exsmine the record of any ecase, whether
already tried by or pending trial before any Village Tribunal or
Village Committee, for the purpose of satisfying himself na to
the propriety of any decision, order, or sentence passed therein, or
a8 to the propriety of the proceedings of such tribunal or com-
mittee, and npon consideration of any case so brought before him,
to pass any decision, order, or sentence, which he might have

aszed had the case come before him in due course of appeal.
%ulhing in this section shall be deemed to authorize the
Government Agent to increase any sentence passed or to interfers
with any scquittal by any such tribupal or committee. Fro-
vided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed (o affect the
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right of any on feeling aggrieved by the decision of & Village
Tribunal or Village Committee, or the decision come to by the
Government Agent, to apply to the Governor by petition after
application for relief shall have been in the first instance made by
either party to the Government Agent, and it shall be lawful for
the Governor, with the advice of the Kxecutive Council, to direct
further enguiry, or to order a new trial, or that furcher evidence be
taken, or to order s non-suit, or to alter or amend, modify or reverse
the decision of the Village Tribunal or Village Committee, or that
of the Government Agent.

10. The provisions of section 35 of the principal Ordinance
shall apply toany fine paid to or recovered by a Village Committee
under the provisions of this Ordinance in the ame manner as if
inflictod by the President and Councillors of 8 Village Tribonal.

11. Shouldthe term of office of any Village Committee elected
in pursuance of sections 15 and 16 of the priocipal Ordinance
bave been allowed to expire before the eleclion of a subsequent
committes, it shall pevertheless be lawful for the Government
Agent to fix a day for the election of committeemen for the three
years next succeeding, which three years shall be reckoned from
the 1st day of April next fullowing the day of such election, any-
thing in sections 15 and 16 of such Ordinanes to the contrary
notwithstanding,

12. In addition to the powers of making roles conferred by
the priocipal Ordioanee, the inhabitants of moy sub-division
shall have power from time to time to make rules for the
encouragement of the eultivation of industrial products end for
regulating the eale and removal of cattle ; and say rules made in
pursuance of such authority, when duly approved, ehall have the
same effect as if they had been made under the powers conferred
by the said Ordinsnce,

13. The inhabitants of any sub-division duly proclaimed
under section 5 of the principal Ordinance may at any publie
meetiog held under section 11 thereof impose an anoual tax upon
the inhabitants of soch sub-divigion for the payment of such
number of police headmen as may be considered necessary for the
protection of such sub-division, and preacribe in what manuer
such tax shall be recovered. Provided that such tax shall be
submitted for the approval of the Governor, with the advice of
the Executive Counueil, who may, either s regards the tax or the
means proposed for the recovery thereof, allow or disallow the
same, or make any change or nmendment with regard thereto,
except any increase of the tax, as may be deemed expedient.

14. Section 32 of the principal Ordinance is hereby repealed,
vaidﬂd that such repu.u.l ghall not affect—

(a) the past operation of such section, nor anything done
or suffered under it, nor

(6) any right, privilege, obligation, er liability acquired,
. accerued; or ingurped under it, nor
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(¢) any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred in respect
of any offence committed against such section, nor

(d) any legal proceeding or remedy in respect of any such
right, privilege, obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture
or punishment as aforesaid,

Puased in Council the Tenth day of Decomber, One thousand

Eight hyndred and Eighty=-four.
R. H. BixcLAIR,

Acting Clerk to the Council.

Aszented to by His Excellency the Governor the Seventeenth
day of December, One thonsand Eight hundred and Eighty-four,

Jony F, Dicrsox,
Acting Colonial Becretary.




