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No. 18 of 18886,

An Ordinanee relating to the Protection of Wild Birds.

THEREAS it I8 expedient to provide for the proteetion

of wild birds in this tsland : Be it therefore enacted

by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice and
congent of the Legislative Conneil thereof, as follows :

1 This Ordinance may for all purposes be cited as “The
Wild Birds Protection Ordinance, 1586,

2 The words * wild birds" sghall, for all the purposes of
this Ordinance, be deemed to mean all wild birds.

3 It shall be lawful for the government agent of each
province to declare, by notification in the Fovernment
(Frzefle, and by ench other means as to him shall seem
expedient for giving due publicity thereto, what shall be
obeerved as the close season, during which wild birds shall
not in anywise be desiroved in such province. And it shall
be lawtul for the government agent, by sach notification,
either to specify different close seasons for different species
of wild birds, or to declare one close geason for all wild birda
excepting any particular species thereof ; and the govern-
ment agent may, by the said mnotification, limit such close
geason or close seasona aforesaid to any particunlar district or
diatricts of his province,

4 Any person who during the close season in any year
after the passing of thir Ordinance shall knowingly and wil-
fully shoot, or attempt to ghoot, or shall nee any boat for the
purpose of shooting or cauging to be shot, any wild bird in
respect of which such close season shall have been declared,
or shall uee any lime, trap, snare, net, or other instroment
for the purpose of taking such wild bird, or shall expose or
offer for sale, or shall have in his control or possession
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during the closs season such wild bird recently killed or
taken, or the feathers or skin of such wild bird recently
killed or taken, shall be guilty of an offence, and punished
by a fine not exceeding ten rupees.

Provided that a person shall not be liable to be convicted
of exposing or offering for sale, or having the control or
poasession of anch wild bird recently killed or taken, or the
feathers or skin of such wild bird recently killed or taken,
if he satisfies the court before whom he is charged either—

() That the killing or taking of such wild bird, if ina
place to which this Onlinance applies, was lawful
at the time when it was killed or taken ; or

(&) That such wild bird was killed or taken in some
place to which this Ordinance does not apply, and
the fact that the wild bird wag imported from some
place to which this Ordinance does not apply shall,
until the contrary ia proved, be evidence that the
bird was killed or taken in some place to which
this Ordinance does not apply ; or

() That he came into possession of such feathera or skin
at a time when the killing or taking of the bird
from which such feathers or skin wers taken was
lawfal.

6 Where any person shall be found offending againat
this Ordinance, it shall be lawful for any person to reguire
the person so offending to give his name amd place of abode,
and in case the person so offending shall, after being so
required, refuse to give his real name or place of abode, or
give an untroe name or place of abode, be shall be guiliy of
an offence, and punished by a fine not exceeding ten rnpees.

8 All offences onder this Ordinance may be prosocnted
before a police court or village tribumal having in other
respects jurisdiction ; and it shall be lawful for such eourt
or tribunal to award to the informer in any case any anm not
exceeding a moiety of the fine actually recovered and realized.

7 The Governor may, by order under his bhand, extend
or vary any close season or sepsons appointed nnder gectinn
3, and such extended or varied close season may, by the said
order, be limited to any particular district or districts of any
province, and to any particular species of wild birds, after
the making of which order the punishments imposed b
this Ordinanee in respect of such wild binds shall in sne
diatrict or districts apply only to offences commitied during
the time specified in euch order. Every sauch order as
aforesaid ghall be published in the Government Gazefle, and
a copy of the Government (fazelfe comtaining any order
made under this section shall be evidence of the same having
been made. a

8 Thie Ordinance shall come into operation on the first
day of Jannary, 1887.
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