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574 ORDINANCE No. 17 or 1B87.

Treasure Trove,

No. 17 of 1887.

{ As aviended by No. 8 of 1891.)
An Ordinance relating to Treasure Trove.

HEREAS it is expedient to provide against the con-

ceglment of treasure trove foond in this island : Be

it therefore enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof,
as followa :

1 For tha purposes of this Ordinance * treasurs trove ™ shall mean
any money, coin, gold, silver, plate, bullion, precious stonesa, an-
tiquities, or anything of any n.lpua found hidden in, or in snything
affixed to, the earth, and the owner of which iz unknown or cannot
be found ; and * chief headman * shall inclode any muodaliyir
mohandiram, ratémabatmayi, kérdla, arschehi, vanniye, ndaiyir,
maninkar, or adighr.

4 All treagpure trove ghall be the absolute grup-artj' of
Her Majesty and her snccessors, and the person finding the
same shall not, aa of right, be entitled to any portion thereof,
any law or cuslom to the contrary notwithetanding.

3 (1) From and after the coming inte operation of this Ordinance
it shall be the dut{ of every person finding treasure trove, and
every person to whose knowledge the Goding of treasure trove
ahall in any wng come, and of every person to whose ion
treasure trove shall in any way come, forthwith to report the fact
of such finding and to surrender the treasure trove in his
gion to the nearest police magistrate, if l-ﬂi: such magisirate
resides within a distance of ten miles from the place in which
such finding ahall have occurred, or in which auch person shall be
at the time he acquires possession of such treasure trove. Bot if
no such magisirate resides within the distance aforesaid, such
report and surrender shall ba made to the nearest chief headman
or Lo the nearest police officer not under the rank of sergeant, and
it shall be the duty of such headman or polies officer forthwith to
give information of such re and to deliver possesmon of any
treasure trove which may have been surrendered to him to the
nearest police magistrate,

EL On the receipt of the roport mentioned in the preceding
aub-gection, or on complaint being wade by any person to a police
eourt that an offence has been committed under this Ordinance, the
police magistrate shall proceed to inguire into the matter of such
report or complaint in order to ascertain—

() What was the treasure trove actually found ;

(5} Who were the finders ;

{¢) Whether any offence has been committed under the Ordi-
nance, and, if a0, by whom.

If, however, such magistrate has no jurisdiction over the district
or division in which the tremsure trove has been found or may ba
reported to have been fownd, he shall forthwith-tranamit such
information as he may have received, and any treasure trove which
may have been delivered to him, to the police magistrate baving
such jurisdiction, and soch 1strate shall thereupon proceed o
hold the inquiry na above prm"iseﬂ.
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4 The police magistrate when holding such inguiry as
aforesaid shall have the same power of issning any summons,
warrant, or search warrant, and of examining witnesses on
oath or affirmation, and of enforcing the production of any
docoments, goods, articles, or things as he has when dealing
with cases in his ordinary criminal jurisdiction ; and any
person wilfully giving falee evidence at any such inguiry
ghall be liable to the painsand penalties prescribed in section
179 of the Ceylon Penal Code.

6 The record and detailed report of smch inguiry when
made shall be forwarded by such magistrate, together with
hia findi on the evidence addnced before him, to the
Attorney-General, who may in respect thereof exercise any
of the powers conferred on him by chapters XVI. and XX.
of the Criminal Frocedure Code, the proceedings at such
ingquiry being treated in all respecte ae the proceedings
ra?&rrai to in the said chapters,

8 The finder or other person to whose possession treasure trove
ghall have come shall, on complying with the provisions of section
3, and on woluntanly surremdering such treasure trove to any
chief headman, police officer, or police magistente, ne hereinbefore

rovided, and on such tressure trove being retained by the Ceylon
overnment, becoms entitled to receive from the said Govern-
ment payment of a aum of money eqnivalent to the value of the
maternal of such treasurs frove, together with an additional one-

fifth of ruch value. The walue in cach case shall be determined
by the Governor in Execotive Couneil,

7 When the finder or possessor of treasuore trove does
not voluntarily surrender the same in manner hareinbafore
vided, and any other perzon shall give information which
ghall lead to the recovery thereof, such person shall, instead
of such finder or posscesor, become entitled to receive the
afore-mentioned reward.

Provided that if at any time a conflict of claim should
arise in respect of such reward, as between the finder and
posaessor or either of them and an informer, or as between
two or more of any finders, possessors, and informers, the
decision of the Governor, in Executive Council, thereon shall
be final and conclusive.

8 Every finder of trensure trove, and ever{' person to whose know-
ledge the finding of treasure trove shall in any way come, and
avery person to whose possession treasure trove shall have come,
who | wilfully omit or negleet to report such finding, or to
deliver possession of such treasure trove 1n manner in section 3
provided, and any person who conceals or does any net towards
concealing treasure trove, or inany way alters or attempts to alter
such treasure trove 8o as to conceal its identity, and any chief head-
man or police officer who wilfully neglecta to perform the duty
imposed on him by scction 3, shall be guilty of an offence, an
ghall be liable on conviction to mimpla or rigorons imprisonment
for a term not exeeeding two years, or to a fine not excead-
ing one thoosand rupees, or both.
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Regulstion Ko 180t 10 Nothing contained in the Regulation No. 15 of 1823

e toaprirto chall in any manner apply to treasure trove.

Commendement. 11 This Ordinance shall not come into operation until
guch time as Her Majesty's gracious allowance and confir-
mation® of the same shall be notified by Proclamation in
the Government Gazette.

15th November, 1887,



