Mo 28, —187L Mo, 28.—1871.
An Ordinanceto provide for the Registration of Domestic Servants.

A7 HEREAS it is expedicnt to provide for the Registration of Domestic Servants,
Preamble, IT IS ENACTED BY THE GOVERNOR OF CEYLON, with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows:—

Commenosment of Ordl- - 1. THIS Ordinance shall come into operation in such towns or districts of the
RanoR. Island, and from such date or dates, as may from time to time be prescribed by the
Governor, by Proclamation published in the Government Gazette.
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2. THE following words and expressions in this Ordinance shall have the
meanings hereby assigned to them, unless there be something in the subject or
context repugnaut to such ennstruction.

“MASTER" shall inelude every person having servauts in his empley.

“SERVANT” shall mean Domestic Servants, hired by the month or
receiving monthly wages, and shall inelude head and under servants,
female servants, couks, cuachien, horsckeepers, and house and garden
cooiies,

3. IT shall lic lawful fin the Governor, from time fto time as oceasion may
require, to appoint for the Izland of Ceylow, or for any town or district in which
this Ordinance may be beougle info operation, a Registrar of Domestic Servants,
who shall be under the gencral supervision and control ot the Inspector- General of
Police.

Eristing Servants.

4. WITHIN one month of thiz Ordinance coming into operation in any town
or distriet, it shall be the duty of every (mplm er of domestic servants to cause such
&ervanrsmhm employment to be ltrrmm(tl in the Register of Servants for sueh town
or district, and for this purpose he “<hall furnish to the: Registrar in writing a list
shewing the names, eapacity in which employed, and date of engagement of each of his
servants.

5, IT shall be the duty of every servant to attend personally, within three months
.after the coming into up{rstum of this Ordinance, before the Registrar, and furnish
him with information as regards his nge, country, previous service, and such other
particulars, as the Registrar may reqguire,

6. THE Registrar shall, on such servant so attending, hand to him a
Pocket register, in which shall be entered the particulars of his or her present
engagemeut, und such memorandunt of previous service or antecedents of the
applicant as he or she may desive to huve recorded in the Register,
that the Registrar shall not make any such untecedent entry without satisfying him-
gelf of the credibility of the stutements teudered to him for entry.

7. IF any servant returned Ly any master to the Registrar as provided for in
Section 4, shall leave the service of such muaster within three months of the coming
into operation of this Ordinavee, and before obtaining his Pocket register, such
mester shall transmit to the said Registrar a memorandum of date and cause of such
servant quitting his employment.

Intending Servants,

B. 1T shall be the duty of the Registrar to receive applications from persons
desirous to cnter domestic service, He ghall satjsfy himself that there are reasonable
grounds to belicve such applicants to be fit and proper persons to enter domestic
service ; and if so satistied, shall register them in the General registry, recording
what he bas been able to learp respecting their antecedents, and the names of any
persons who certify to their respectability. And he shall thereupon issue Pocket
registers to such applicauts, which shall contain the particulars of the record in the
General registry. . J

9. IF the applicant can produce no sufficient evidence as to his fitness for domes-
tic service, the Regisirar may grant provisional registration, to be thereafter con-
verted into confirmed registration, according to the result of subsequent service.

10. IF the Registrar be eatisfied that the applicant is not a fit and proper person,
he may withhold rcgmtnahon altogether s but it shall be his duty in such case to
submit the same to the Inspector-General of Police for his approval.

11. TIE Registrar shull not grant registration to any convicted thief or associate
of thieves, or to any person known to the Police to be I ading a disorderly or disre-
putable life, or who shall have been convicted of any infamous erime, PROVIDED
that the Registrar may grant registration to any person from whom it may have been
so withheld, on application of any householder who may be willing to give such
person a trial ; provided that the Registrar is eatisfied of the respectability of such
bouseholder, and that the intention to engage such person as a domestic servant is
a bona fide one,

PROVIDED
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General Regulations
12, AFTER the coming into operation of this Ocdinnnee, in any town or Distriet,
no master resident therein shodlenrare a servant who shall Gl to prodoce his Pocket
register inevidence of his being reristered, ot whose Pocket register shall not record
the termination of his last previous service, it any.

I3. ON engaging a servant, every muster shall forthwith enter in the Pocket
register, the date, und expacity in which such servant is cogaged, aud shall cause
the servaut to attend persoually at the Registrar’s Otlice, to have the entry tnserted
in the General registry.

14, EVERY master who shall discharge a servant shall thereupon insert in the
Pocket register, the date and cause of dizcharge, and the chivmacter ol the servant,
PROVIDED that if for any reason he be unwilling to give the servant a character,
or to state the cause of discharge, he may decline to do so g but in that case, he shall
furnizh to the Reglstrar in writing his reasons tor so refusing,  PROVIDED further
that it the master be unable to enter the cessation of the enrazenent, through failure
of servant to produce Pocket register, he shall report the fuct to the Registrar,

15. EVERY servant shall, withio fifteen days after tho date of any entry in his
Pocket register, attend personally at the office of the Registrar of Servants, for the
purpose of having such eutry recorded in the General registry.

16. I shafl be the duty of every regisiered servant to produce his Pocket
register when called upon to do se by the Police.

17. LEVERY servant recistered under the provisions of this Ordinance, shall, if
he subsequently enter rervice in any place not under its operation, artend personally
at the nearest Police station on his entering or leaving such scrvice, and produce
his Pocket vegister to the Principal Otficer of Police at such station: and the said
Odicer of Police shall record such ecommenecment or fermination of service, and
comumunicate the same to the Rezistrar of Servauts for the town or district in which
such servant was originally registered.

+

18. IT shall be the duty of any employer of Domestic Servants not resident in
any town or distriet under the operation of this Ordinance, who shall engage or dis-
charge a rezistered servant, forthwith to enicr the engagement or discharge of such
servant in the Pockut register, in the auner prescribed in the 13th and [4th Sections
of this Urdinance, relatlng to the engagement or discharge of servants in places
brought within the operation of this Urdivance.

19. IT ghall be lawful to the Registrar to is<ue duplicate Pocket registers to
replace the originals, which may have become worn out, or which may have been
lost or destroyed,

‘Penalties.
20. TIIE following penaltics are hereby imposed for any of the following acts:—

As respects Qfficers of the Registration Department,

(1) ANY Oificer of the Registration Department, carelessly losing or
injaring, or ullowing to be lust or injured, any Register Book or
other document while in his keeping, shall be held to be guilty of an
uffence, and be liable toa fine not exceeding I'wo Hlundred Rupees,

(2.) ANY Officer of the Registration Departinent committing any of
the fullowing acts shall be held to be guilty of an offence, and
be liable to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a
period not exceeding I'hree years, or to afive not exceeding One
Thousand Rupees, or to both. :

(@) WILFULLY destroying or injuring any Register Book,
or other document, or wiltully permitting or causing
any such book to be destroyed or injured.

(6) FALSELY making or counterfeiting, or permitting or
causing to be falsely made or counterfeited, any part of
a Registar Book, or document.
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(¢) WILFULLY inserting or permitting, or cauring to be
inserted in any Register Book, or certifivd copy thereof,
or document, any false entry.

(d) WILFULLY giving a false certified copy of a Register
Book, or document, or permitting or causing such false
certified copy to be given,

(¢) CERTIFYING nany writing to be & copy or extract
from a Servant’s Register Book, knowing the said
portion so copied or extracted to be false in auy part
thereof.

As respects such Officers and others.

(3.) ANY Officer of the Registration Departient whe shall ou any
pretext or under any circumstance, directly or indirectly eollect
or receive, and any person who shall offer or pay to such Gllicer,
any fee, gratuity, allnwance or recompense, other thun he may be
duly authorized to collect or receive, shall be held to be guilty ofan
offence and be liable toa fine not exceeding Two Hundred Rupees.

As respects Masters.

(4.) ANY master comitting any of the following acts shall be held to
' be guilty of an oifence, und Le liable to a fine not excceding
Twenty Ropees,

{(¢) FAILING to furnish to the Registrar, within one month
after this Ordinance shall have come into operation in
any town or district, the list specified in Section 4.

() FAILING to transmit to the Registrar a memorandum of
the date of a servaut quitting Lis employ, as required
by Seetion 7.

(c) ENGAGING a servant, after this Ordinance shall have
come info operation, who shall fail to produce his Pocket
register, or whose Pocket register shall not record the
termination of the last previous service, if any, as provided
by Scetion 12,

(d) FAILING to enter in the Pocket register the date and
capacity in which a servant is engaged, as required by
Section 13.

(¢) FAILING to insert in such Pocket register the date of
- a servant being discharged, and the cause of such dis-
charge, as required by Section 14.
(f) DLECLINING to give his servant a character, and failing
to farnish to the Registrar his reasons for so refusing.

(9) ENGAGING or discharging a registered servant in any
town or district not under the operation of this Ordi-
nance, without eutering such engagement or discharge in
the Pocket register, as required by Section 18,

As respects Servants.

(5.) ANY servant committing any of the following acts shall be held to
be guilty of an offence, and Le liable to a fine not exceeding
Twenty Rupees,

(a) FAILING to attend the Registrar and furnish him with
the informeation required by Section 3.

() FAILING to produce Lis Pocket register when requested
to do so.

(¢) HAVING been once registered under the provisions of
this Ordinance, and yet entering or leaving scrvice
thereafter in any place not under the operation of this
Ordipance, without having attended at the nearest
Polize Station end producing bis Pocket register, as
required by Bection 17,
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(6) ANY servant who shall give false information on any matter in
which he is requited by this Ordinance to give information to
the Registrar of Servants, or to any other person, shall be guilty
of an offence, and be liable to a fine not exceeding Fifty Rupees,
or to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any term not
exceeding Three months.

As respects others.

(7.) AXNY person unconnceted with the Registration Department com-
mitting any of the following acts shall be held to be guilty of an
offence, and be liabie to imprisonment, with or witbout hard
labour, for a periad not excecding One year, or a fine not
exceeding Five Hundred Rupecs, or hoth,

(a) WILFULLY destroying or injuring any Register Book,
or document, or causing any such book or document to
be destroyed or injured.

() FALSELY making or counterfeiting, or causing to be
falsely made or counterfeited, any part of a Register
Book or document.

(¢) WILFULLY ipserting or causing to be inserted in any
Register Book, or document, or certified copy thereof,
any false entry.

(d) WILFULLY giving a false certified copy of a Register
Book, or causing such certified copy to be given.

Fees.

21. THE following fees shall be levied under thia (rdinance ; such fees to be
paid by masters or servants, or intending servants, in stamps, to be attached to the
Pocket register :—

Fee payable by Master on causing en existing servant

to be registered ... Twenty-five Cents.
- - on engaging a new servant ... " "
- Intending Servant on provisional regis-
tration g5 . ”
pe 5t - on registration being
* confirmed % %
” Servant for the registration of previous
service or antecedents ... 5. 5
5 % for a duplicate Pocket register... One Rupee.

22, IT shall be lawful for the Court awarding a fine, to direct that any sum not
exceeding half thereof shall be paid to the informer, and the remainder to a fund
which shall be called “The Domestic Servants’ Registration Fund ;” the said fund to
be regulated in manner as the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council,
from time to time, shall direct.

Passed in Conneil, the Twenty-ninth day of December, One thousand Eight
bundred and Seventy-one,
. JAMES Swan,
Clerk to the Council.

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor, the Twenty-uinth day of
December, One thousand Eight hundred and Seventy-one, and published by his
order. :

Hrxgry T. Irving,
Colonial Secretary.



