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Weights and Measures.

No. 8 of 1878.

An Ordinance to amend the Law as to Weights and Measures,
and to provide for the more effactual prevention of False
Weights, Measures, and Balances,

(See No. 14 of 1878.)

EREAB it is expedient to amend the law as to

weights and measures, and provide for the more
affectoal prevention of false weights, measures, and balances :
It is hereby enacted by the Governorof Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :

1 Fromandafterthe time when this Ordinance shall come
into operation within every part of the island of Ceylon the
imperial standard yard established by the Btatote of the
British Legislature of the 15th and 19th Viet,, ¢. 72, intituled
“An Act for legalizing and preserving the restored standards
of Weights and Measures," shall be and is hereby declared
to be the only standard measore of extension, from which all
other mensares of extension, whether lineal, superficial, or
solid, shall be derived and computed ; and the imperial
standard ponnd avoirdupois by the said Statnte established
shall be and is hereby declared to be the only standard
measure of weight, from which all other waights shall be
derived and computed ; and one equal seven-thousandth part
of such pound avoirdupois shall be a grain, and 5,760 such
grains shall be and be deemed to be a pound troy ; and the
imperial standard gallon established by the Statute of the
British Legislature of the 5th George IV, ¢. T4, intitaled
“An Act for ascertaining and establishing uniformity of
Weights and Measures,” shall be and is hereby declared to
be the only standard measure of capacity, from which all
other measnres of capacity shall be derived and computed ;
and the parts or multiplesor proportions of the said standards
shall be respectively computed according to the echedule to
thie Ordinance annexed.

2 For the purpose of enabling every person to ascertain
with certainty whether any weights and measures in use or
intended for use do conform to the standards hereby declared,
copies of the standard weighte and measures of brass, or of
some other material or materials best adapted for preserving
accuracy in the climate of this island, shall be provided by
Government and shall be preserved as hereinafter provided ;
(that is to say,)

For each municipality, such standard weights and measnres
shall be preserved by the chairman of the municipal
council at the office of the municipality.

For any town possessing a local health and improve-
ment board established wnder the provisions of
“The Local Health and Improvement Ordinance,
1876," such standard weights and measures shall be
preserved by the chairman of such board at the
office of such board.
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Weights and Measures,
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And the government agent of each province shall likewise
preserve such standard weights and measures at
each and every kachchéri of his province.

3 Every person shall be at liberty, on giving reasonable
notice, to have any weighta or measnres, which he may bring
for that purpose, tested by comparison with the standards
aforeaaid and duly stamped in manner hereinafter provided.

4 1t ghall be lawfuol for the Governor, by Proclamation
publighed in the Fovernment Fazetle, with the advice of the
Executive Council, from time to time to prescribe fees to be
paid for the testing and stamping of weights and measnres in
any place asg provided by this Ordinance ; and any such
Proclamation from time to time, with the like advice, to
amend, alter, or revoke., Provided that such fees shall in no
case excesd 25 cents for each weight or measare tested and
stamped, and that in the absence of any Proclamation pre-
seribing such fees, or in so far as any such Proclamation may
not extend, such testing and stamping shall be free of charge.

6 All contracts and dealinge, which shall be made or had
within any part of this island for any work to be done, or
for any articles or things to be sold, delivered, dons, or
agreed for by weight or measurs, where no special agreement
shall be made to the contrary, shall be deemed to be made
and had according to the standard weights and measures
hereby established ; troy weight being the measure of weight
applicable to contracts and dealings relating to gold, milver,
platina, dismonds, and other precions stones ; apothecaries’
weight applicable to contracts and dealings relating to the
gale by retail of drugs; and avoirdupois weight applicable
to contracts and dealings relating to all other articles.

8 All weights representing or intended to represent or be
nsad as any of the weights mentioned in the scheduale hereto,
which shall be made after this Ordinance comes into
operation, of the weight of one ounce avoirdupois or more,
ahall have the number of pounds or alignot parts or multiplea
thereof contained in every such weight stamped or cast on
the top or side thereof in legible figures and letters in the
Engliah, Siphalese, or Tamil langnage ; and all measures of
capacity representing or intended to represent or be used as
any of the measares of capacity mentioned in the said
schednle sghall, if made afier this Ordinance comes into
operation, have their contents denominated, stamped, or
marked on the outside of such measnres in legible figores
and lettera in the English, SBiphalese, or Tamil langnage,

7 Fromand after the passing of thia Ordinance examiners
of weights and measuores shall be appointed as follows :
The examiners for any municipality shall be appointed
by the chairman of the municipal council thereof.
The examiners for any town possessing a local health
and improvement board incorporated under the
Eruviaiuna of “The Local Health and Improvement
rilinanee, 1876," shall be appointed by the chair-
man of such board.
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Weights and Measures,

The examiners for any other locality shall be appointed
by the government agent of the provines within
which such locality may be sitnated.

The number of examiners for any municipality, town, or
other locality shall be in the digcretion of the anthority
empowered to appoint them, and may from time to time be
increased or diminished at snch discretion.

8 An examiner appointed under the Tth section of this
Ordinance may be removed by the authority by which he
was appointed.

8 Good and snfficient stamps or dies of & pattern to be
approved of by the Governor, acting with the advice of the

ecntive Connell, for the stamping or sealing weights and
measures, shall be provided and kept by the municipal
council of every municipality, and by the local health and
improvement board in every town possessing such board,
and at every kachchéri; and all weighta and measures
representing or intended to represent or be used as any of
the weights or measures mentioned in the schedule hereto,
or any multiple or aliquot part thereof (except as hereinafter
excepted), which shall be nged for buying, selling, or
receiving any goods or merchandise by weight or measure,
shall be examined and compared with one or more of the
copies of the standard weights and measures, provided under
the anthority of this Ordinance, by such examiners aforesaid,
or by euch other persons as shall be anthorized in that behalf
by such municipal couneil or local board or by the govern-
ment agent of the province in places therein sitnate, where
there ig8 no municipality or local board, and such examiners
or other authorized persons shall stamp in euch manner as
best to prevent frand such weights and measurcs when so
examined and compared, if found to correspond with the
said copies. Provided that nothing hersin contained shall
extend to require any single weight above fifty-six pounds
to be inspected or stamped ; and that nothing herein con-
tained shall extend to reguire any wicker measure used in
the sale of lime or other articles of a like nature, or any jug
or drinking cup made of glass or earthenware or partly of
metal and partly of glass or earthenware, though represented
as containing the amount of any imperial measure or of any
multiple or alignot part thereof, to be stamped; but any
person buying by any vessel represented as containing the
amount of any imperial measure or of any multiple or
aliquot part thereof is hereby authorized to require the
contents of such vessel to be ascertained by a comparison
with a stamped measure, such stamped measure to be found
and provided by the person who shall use such wicker
measure, glass jug or drinking cup as aforesaid ; and in case
the person who shall nse the last mentioned measare or
vessel shall refuse to make suoch comparisom, or if, mpon
such comparison being made, such wicker measure, glass
jug or drinking cup shall be found to be deficient in guantity,
the person who shall nee the same shall be guilty of an
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offence, und on conviction be subject to the forfeiturea and
punishment hereinafter imposed on any person using light
or unjnst or nnstamped weighte or meagnres, Provided also
that nothing herein contained shall extend to require any
weights or measures to be re-stamped, if the same shall have
been constructed in England and shall bear the imperial
gtamp a8 provided by the Z1stsection of the Imperial Statute
5 and 6 William IV., c. 63, intituled * An Act to repeal an
Act of the fourth and fifth year of his present Majesty
relating to Weights and Measures, and to make other pro-
visions instead thereof,” or any other lmperial Statute to be
enacted in that behalf.

False weighta 12 TUpon any such conviction as in the preceding eection
and measures to  mentioned, the court shall order the defective weight or
be forfeited and  preqanre, or weights or measures, or the false or uneqnal

broken np. balance or balances, as the case may be, to be forfeited ; and
all weighte or measures or balances po forfeited shall be
broken and rendered uselesa.

Penalty on 13 Any examiner of weights and measures, and any

vxuminers who  pereon legally authorized to examine and stamp any weights
ol F“!‘“ d"'t“ or measares, who shall stamp any weights or measures with-
OO oot duly verifying the same by comparison with a copy of

the imperial standard in manner aforesaid, or shall be guilty

of a breach of any duty imposed npon him by this Ordinance,

or shall otherwise misconduct himself in the execution of his

office, shall be guiliy of an offence, and shall be liable on con-

viction to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees for each offence.

Penalty an 14 Any person or persons who shall make, forge, or

eonnterfeiting counterfeit, or cause or procure to be made, forged, or

stampe, weights, pgunterfeited, or knowingly act or assist in the making,

v, forging, or connterfeiting any stamp which may be uaed for
the stamping or marking of any weights or measures under
thia Ordinance, shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be
liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or to
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any period
not exceading one year, or to both ; and any person who shall
knowingly sell, nutter, dispose of, or expose to sale any weight
or measure with such forged or counterfeit stamp or mark
thereon, shall be guilty of an offence, and be liable on convie-
tion to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, or to imprizgonment,
with or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding three
monthe, or to both ; and all weights and measures with such
forged or counterfeited stamps or marks shall be forfeited
and broken up.

Repeal of Ovdinance 16 The Ordinance No. 2 of 1836 is hereby repealed.

Mo, 9ol 153,

Dute of 168 This Ordinance shall come into operation on ench a
operation aml day as the Governor shall, with the advice of the Executive
short title. Couneil, by Proclamation,* appoint, and may be cited for all

purposes ag ** The Weights and Measures Ordinance, 1876."

* Proclaimed the 1st day of May, 1879.
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Bchedule of Imperial Weights and Measures.
LINEAL MEASURE.

Inches.

12 = 1 Foot.

= 83 = 1 Yard

198 = 16} = & = 1 Pole or Perch.

T2 — BBl = 22 = 40 — 1 Furlong.
63360 = §280 = 1700 = 320 — B8 = 1 Mile,
BUPERFICIAL MEASURE.

Inches.

144 == 1 Foot.
1206 = 1 1 Yard.
FYHM = WEI = Hr.u- = | Paole.
156HTIG0 e TOHGD == 1210 = 40 = 1 Rond,
G2T2HU e 43060 = 4540 = 160 = 4 = 1 Avre,

AVOIEDUPOIR WEIGHT.

Drame.
16 = 1 Onnce.
206 == 16 = I Pouwnd.
3R = 2 = 14 == 1 Stone.
PHATE = [T982 == 112 = B = 1 Cwt.
HT3440 == BLA40 = 2040 = 1) = 20 == 1 Tun
TROY WEIGHT.
Grains,
24 — I Pennyweight.
430 == 20 = 1 O,
OTrd == 240p == 12 s 1 Pound.
ATOTHECARIESY' WEIGHT.
Grraina.
2 = 1 Sernple.
G = ¥ = 1 Deachim
AR = P4 = B = 1 Ounee.
ATG) — PHBH — 9% = 12 = 1 Pouond,
MEASURES OF CAPACITY.
Diry Meweure,
Pints.
2 = 1 Quart.
8 = o= 1 Gallon.
16 == B = 2 1 Puocl.
M = 32 = B - 4 == 1 Bushel.
512 = M = M = 2 = H == 1 Quartor,
Liguid Meawure.
Pints.
2 == 1 Quart.
g = 4 = 1 Gallon.
B == 252 — K3 = 1 Hogehend.
1R = B4 = 136 = 2 = 1 Pipe,.
2006 = 1B = 242 == $+ = e I Tuu.

#0th November, 1876,



