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Village Councils (Amendment) Act, -
No. 60 of 1961 -

L. D.—O. 68/58.

AN AcCT TO AMEND THE VILLAGE COMMUNITIES ORDIN-
ANCE AND TO MAKE CERTAIN AMENDMENTS AFFECTING
. VILLAGE AREAS IN CERTAIN OTHER WRITTEN LAW,

[Date of Assent: June 19, 1961]

BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent
‘Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of Ceylon in
this. present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Village Councils
(A.mendment) Act, No 60 of 1961, and shall come into

‘operation dn such date as the M1n1st.er may appoint

by Order published in the Gazette.

(1) In . the Village Commun1t1es Ordinance
(herelna,fter referred to as the °° principal enact-
ment ’’) and in any other wrltt.en law, t.here shall be
substituted,—

(a) for the Words ““ Village Communities Ordin-
ance ’, the words . °° Village Councils
Ordinance ’’ '

(b) for the Words

"~ words *

““ Village Cemmittee ', . the
‘ Village Couneil *’ ;- and

(c) for the word ‘° Committee *’ (denotlng' “* Vil-
lage Committee >*}, the word *‘ Council *’

(2) Every reference to the Vlllage Communltles
Ordlna,nce and a Vﬂlage Committee in any notice,
notification, instrument or other document shall be
read and construed as a reference respectively to the
Vlllage Councﬂs Ordlnance and a Vllla,ge Councﬂ

8. Sectmn 11 of the prlnclpal enactment is hereby
amended as follows: — - :

(1) in sub-section (1) of that section,—

(a) by the ‘substitution, for the words . ‘‘ every
village headman’s division in a v111age area
shall be deemed to be a ward *’, of the WOI‘dS
‘“ every village headman’s division in a

" village area, or, if only a part of any village
headman’s d1v1s1on is in that area, that part,
shall be deemed to be a ward *’ 3 a.nd
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(0) by the substitution, for the second proviso
thereto, of the following new proviso: —

‘“ Provided, however, that the WMinister
may, by mnotification published in the
- Gazette,—
(a) sub-divide—
(1) an existing ward, or -
(ii) the combined area of two or more
‘ existing wards, or ,
(iii) the combined area of parts of.two
~ or more existing wards, -or
(iv) the combined area of ‘an existing
ward and a part of -another
existing ward,

into two or more new wards with such limits
as shall be specified in the notification; or

() amalgamate—

(1) two or more existing wards, or
(ii) parts of two or more existing
wards, or L
(iii) an existing ward and a part of
another existing ward,
into a new ward with such limits as shall be
specified in the notification.’’; and

(2) by the insertion, immediately after sub-section
(1) of that section, of the following new sub-
section : — ‘ .

‘“ (1A) The limits of any such part of a
village  headman’s division as is deemed
.under sub-section (1) to be a ward of a
village area shall be specified by the
Minister by notification published -in the

Gazette.’’. : _
Insertion of 4. The following new section is hereby. inserted
o section immediately after section 11, and shall have effect as
principat .~ : section 114, of the principal enactment:— -
enactment. S . : '
Effect of 11a.- (1) Where in consequence of
alteration or . .
abolition of ‘an order under section 6 or a notifica-
wards or - tion under section 11 the limits of any
creation of . .
new wards. ward of a village area are altered, the

member elected for that ward shall,
upon the coming into force of the order
or notification, vacate his office, and a
by-election in accordance with the
- provisions of written law for the .time
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being applicable in that behalf shall be
held in that ward for the purpose of
filling up such vacancy: -

Provided, however, that the pre-
ceding provisions of this sub-section
shall not apply in any case where the
Minister declares by such order or
notification or any subsequent order or
notification that the alteration made in
‘the limits of the ward is such that
a by election is unnecessary. ‘

(2) Where in consequence of an order
under section 6 or a notification under
section 11 a new ward of a village area
is created, an election in accordance
‘with the provisions of written law for
the time being applicable to a by-elec-
tion shall be. held in the ward so
created. '

(3). Where in consequence of an order
under section 6 or a notification under
section 11 any ward of a village area is
abolished, the member elected for that
ward shall, upon the coming into force
of the order or not1ﬁcat10n vacate his
office.

(4) Every member elected at a by-
election referred to in sub-section (1)!
or an election referred to in sub-section
(2) shall, unless he earlier vacatés his
office, hold office until the expiry of the
current -term of office of the members
elected for the other wards of the village
area at the last general election. >’.

5. Section 19 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the follomng new section substituted Replacement of -

section 19 of
therefor : — SR the principal
fV;;.a.tlon . - 19. (1) If the Assistant Commis- ®3ctment.
Ol oImce.

sioner is satisfied that any member of-
a Village Council has after his election
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- been &bsent without motice to the Coun—

cil, from more than three consecutive

- meetings of the Council, the Assistant

Commissioner shall, subJect to the pro- |

. visions of -sub-section (2), by notice

published im the Gazette declare that
such member has vacated office, and
thereupon such member shall vacate -

. _office - as. from the date on which such -

declaration is published in the Gazette.
- {2). The . Assistant ' -Commissioner.

_ shall not declare under sub-section (1)
that any member of a Village Council

has vacated office except after notice to

‘ the Chairman of that Council and to

such member and after such inquiry as

"the Assistant Commissioner may deem
necessary. Every such notice shall be

sent by reglstered post

(3) Where a member of a Vlllage'
Couneil has, without notice to the.
Couneil, absented himself from three
eonsecutive meetings of the Couneil,
the Chairman of the Council shall,

within seven days after the date of the
" third - of - such meetings, inform the
~Assistant Conimissioner in writing of
such absence. .

(4) ‘Where the a.bsence of any mem-

ber of a "Village ‘Council without notice

to the Council from three consecutive
meetings of the Council is alleged to the

‘Assistant Commissioner by any person

other than the Chairman of that Coun-
cil, the Assistant Commissioner may,
before inquiring into the correctness or

.otherwise of the allegatlon require

such person to deposit in the Kachchert

such sum not exceeding twenty-five
~rupees ' as the Assmtant Comm1ss1oner .
- fma,y require. ‘ ~
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(5) The sum .'deposited under sub-
section (4) shall, in the discretion of
the .Assistant Commissioner, be for-
feited and credited to the communal
fund of the Village Council regarding

~ whose member the allegation referred
to in sub-section (4) was made, if—

(a) the Assistant Commissioner finds

" that such allegation 1is false

. and the person who made such

allegation has done so with a

frivolous, vexatious or mali-
cious intent, or

‘,(b) such person subsequently with-
draws such. allegation, or '

(¢) such person fails to attend any
inquiry .held by the Assistant
"Commissioner into such alle-
gation or refuses to give
evidence "at sach inquiry.

(6) Any sum deposited under sub-
section (4) shall, unless it is. forfeited
under sub-section (5), be returned to
the person by whom it was deposited
after the conclusien of the inqguiry held
by the Assistant Commissioner.

{7y Any person who alleges to the
Assistant Commissioner that a member
of a Village Council has without notice
to the Council absented himself from
three -consecutive meetings of the ‘Coun-
cil, knowing or having reason to believe
that such allegation-is false, shall be
guilty of an offence and shall, on con-
viction after summary trial before a .
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not
exceeding one hundred rupees or to im-
prisonment of either description for a
period not exceeding six months or to

"~ both such fine and imprisonment.

(8) The - Chairman of a Village
Council who refuses or wilfully neglects
to comply with the provisions of siib-
section (3) shall be guilty of an offence
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and shall, on conviction after summary
trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred rupees
or to imprisonment of either description
for a period not exceeding six momnths or
to both such fine and imprisonmeént. .

6. Section 25 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended, in sub-section (1) of that section, by the
substitution, for all the words from *° the first
meeting >’ to the end of that sub-section, of the

‘following : —

~““ the first meeting thereof by notice. Such notice

"shall, at least five days before the date fixed
for the meeting,—

(a) be published in the G'azette and in one or
‘more Sinhala newspapers circulating
in Ceylon, if the language in which
proceedings are conducted in that
Council is Sinhala, or in one or more
newspapers  in Sinhala and Tamil
circulating in Ceylon if the language
in which proceedings are conducted
in that Council is Tamil, and

(b) be despatched by registered post to each
elected member of that Council. ™.

7. Section 30 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended, in sub-section (5) of that section, by the
substitution, for the words ‘‘ twenty rupees ’’, of the
words ‘‘ fifty rupees >’

8. The following new sections are hereby inserted

.immediately after section 80a, and shall have etfect

as sections 80B and 30c, of the principal enactment
as amended by Act No. 28 of 1957 : —

** Power of 30B. During the period commencing
Assistan sner on the date of occurrence of a vacancy in
under certain the office of Chairman of a Village
ciroumstances ' (Council and ending on the date of elec-
powers, and tion of a new Chairman, or during the
gerform the period of absence of both the Chairman

- Chbairman. and the Vice-Chairman of a Village
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Council on account of illness or other
unavoidable cause, the Assistant Com-
missioner shall be entitled to exercise the
same powers, and perform the same

. duties, as a Chairman duly elected by

that Councﬂ

30c. (1) The Assistant Commissioner
shall, whenever requested in writing by
not less than one-half of the ‘total number
of members of a Village Council to con-
vene a special meeting of the Council
for the purpose of considering a resolu-
tion for the removal from office of the
Chairman of the Council, forthwith
convene a special meeting of the Council -
for such purpose.

(2) Where, at any special meet.lng of a
Village Council convened under sub-
section (1), a resolution for the removal
of the Chairman of that Council from the
office of Chairman-is passed by not less
than two-thirds of the total number of
members of that Council, he shall be
deemed to vacate such office on the date
on which such resolution is so passed;
and the members of the Council present
at such meeting shall forthwith proceed
to the election of, and shall elect, one of
their own number to be the Chairman of
the Council, but no such election shall be
held unless there is present the quorum
mentioned in section 26. :

(3) Where the Chairman is not elected
at the meeting referred to in sub-section
(2) or the election of the Chairman is not
held at that meeting by reason of the
want of a quorum, the Assistant Commis-
sioner shall, by notice in accordance with
the requirements of sub-section (8),
forthwith convene a special meeting of

" the Village Council for the purpose of

electing the Chairman. The election of
the Chairman shall not be held at that
special meeting unless there is present -
the quorum mentioned in section 26.
Where the Chairman is not elected at
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that special meeting or the election of
the Chairman is not held at that special
meeting by reason of the want of a
quorum, Section 29 shall apply as if that
~section included a reference to the
failure to elect. the Chairman in accord-
ance with the provisions of this sub-
section.

(4) Where, at any special meeting of
a Village Council convened under sub-
section (1), a resolution for the removal
of the Chairman of that Council from
the office of Chairman is negatived or is
passed by less than two-thirds of the
total number of members of that Council,
no other meeting of that Council for the
purpose of considering a resolution for
the removal from office of the same
Chairman shall be convened by the Assis-
tant Commissioner within six months
after the date on which the first-men-
tioned resolution was mnegatived or
passed, anything in sub-section. (1) to
the contrary notwithstanding.

(5) The Assistant Commissioner shall
preside at every special meeting con-
vened by him under this section, but shall
not be entitled to vote on any question
coming up for decision thereat.

(6) The Assistant Commissioner shall,
on the termination of every special
meeting convened by him under this
.section, cause the minutes of snch meet-
ing to be entered in the book kept for
that purpose under section 38, and shall
sign such minutes. "A copy of such
minutes shall be forthwith sent by the
Village Council to the Commissioner
of Local Government.

(7) Where for any reason other than
the want of a quorum a special meeting
convened by the Assistant Commissioner
under this section is not held on the date
appointed by him, he may by further
-notices in accordance with the require-
ments of sub-section (8) appoint, as
often as may be necessary, any other
~date for such meeting.
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. {8) Every special meeting of a Village
‘Council under this section shall be con-
. vened by the Assistant Commissioner by
- notice in writing addressed to and served
upon each member of the Council not less
than two days before the date of the
~meeting. Where service of any such
notice ecannot for any reason be effected
personally on any member, the notice
shall be deemed to be duly served if it is
sent by post to, or left at the last known
place of abode of, that member, and
every such notice which "is sent bv post
shall be deemed to be served at- the time
at which it would be received in the

ordinary course of post. Every notice -

shall specify the date, time and place
- of the meeting.

(9) Where the number constltutlng
sueh proportion of the total number of
members of a Village Council as is men-~
tioned in sub-section (1) or sub-section
(2) is an integer and a fraction, then,
for the purposes of this section, the next
higher integer shall be deemed to be the
number constituting that proportion.’

9. Section 39 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended by the substitution, for the words ¢ at the
commencement of this Ordinance ’’, of the Words and
figures ‘‘ on December 31, 1938, °’.

10. Section 43 of the pr1n01pa1 enactment 1s hereby
repealed ‘and the following new section subst1tuted
therefor - —

** General - 43. For the purpose of the discharge of
powers. its duties under this Ordinance, a

Village Council (Wlthout 1pregudlce to

‘any other powers specially conferred
upon it) shall, subject to the other pro-
visions of this Ordinance and to any
rules made  thereunder, have the
following powers:— '

(@) to create all such posts or offices as
it may deem necessary;

(b) (1) to assign to any post or office

in the service of the Counecil,

other than a scheduled post

Wlthln the meaning aof the

Amendment of
section 89 of

the principeal .
enactment.
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Local Government Service
Ordinance, such salary, allo-
wances Or remuneration as
the Council may think fit;

(11) to make, with the prior

approval of the Assistant
Commissioner, advances of
salary to officers and servants
of the Council for such pur-
poses and subject to such
terms and conditions as may
be prescribed by rules which
the Minister 1is - hereby
authorised to make under
section 59;

(¢) to remove any officer or servant of

the Council, other than a mem-

" ber of the Loecal Government

(@) to

Service:

abolish any post or office in the
service of the Council which is
not a scheduled post within the
meaning of the T.ocal Govern-

. ment Service Ordinance;

(&) @

(11)

to grant pensions to officers
and servants of the Council
who are not members of-:the
Local Government Service on
their retirement from service;

to establish and regulate a
provident fund for the benefit
of the officers and servants of
the Council who are not mem-
bers of the Local Government
Service and who will not
receive a pension . from the
Council under sub-paragraph
(i), and to make contributions
to such fund from the commu-
nal fund;
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(f) to

grant leave of absence to offi-
cers and servants of the Council
who are not members of the
Local Government Service;.

(9) to spend any part of the communal

fund in the payment of subsis-
tence and travelling allowances
to officers and servants of the
Council by way of reimburse-
ment of expenses incurred in
the performance of any duty;

(h) to enter into any arrangement with

any other Village Council or
other local aunthority for the
joint execution of any work or
for the employment and
remuneration of any officer or
servant, not being a member of
the Local Government Service,
for the several purposes of each
Council or local authority;

(1,') to spend any part of the commu-

(@) to

nal fund on matern1ty and child-
welfare services, the training of
midwives for the purposes of
any maternity service estab-
lished by the Council, housing
schemes; such charities or such
measures for the relief of dis-

.tress caused by rain, .floods,

fire, earthquake, famine or
epidemics, or such other pur-
pose as may be approved by the
Minister; '

purchase or take on 'lease any
land or building;

(k) to sell, exchange.or let or glve out

on lea,se any land or building
which is deemed to be vested in
the Council by virtue of section
39; or which has been purchased



12

Village Councils (Amendment) Act,

)

No. 60 of 1961

or otherwise acquired by the
Council; or in the case of any
land or building vested iIn the
Council by a vesting order
under section 40, to let or give
out on lease such land or build-
ing to any person subject to
the conditions of the vesting

-order, or to surrender such land

or building to the Crown;

to receive and hold property in

trust for the inhabitants of the
village area, or any section of
such inhabitants, or for the
purposes of any public service
administered by the Council,
and to otherwise act as trustee
for any public purpose;

(m) to enter into amny contract with .

any person for any work to be
done, service to be rendered, or
goods or materials to be
supplied;

(n)r to spend any part of the communal

fund for the construction or

-alteration, improvement or

maintenance of village works,
and for the purpose of adminis-
tering any property vested in or
acquired by or otherwise trans-
ferred to the Council, or of
carrying out the provisions of
this -Ordinance or any by-law
made or deemed by virtue of
any written law to have been

- made thereunder;

{0) to establish ferries, to impose and

to levy or to lease the right to
collect tolls at any ferry estab-
lished or maintained by the

Council, and for the protection
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of such ferry, to prohibit or
restrict private ferries by by-
laws made in that behalf;

the case of a ferry established
or - maintained between any
place ‘within the village area
and any place within any other
village area or within the
administrative limits of any
other local authority, to dis-
tribute the tolls that may be
imposed or levied in respect of

~any such ferry, in such manner

or proportion as may be fixed by
agreement entered into with
the Council of the other village

. area or with such local autho-

rity, as the case may be, and to
spend any part of the communal
fund for any work of construc-
tion or maintenance to be
carried out beyond the limits of
the village area in connection
with any such ferry;

(@) to spend any part of the communal

(r) to

fund in the conduct of experi-
ments In agriculture and the
breeding of domestic animals,
and 1in the maintenance of
experimental farms and studs
for that purpose;

make by its officers aunthorised
in that behalf and the servants
or workmen accompanying them
all such entries into lands and
buildings and inspections there-
on as may be necessary for the
detection and abatement of
nuisances, the detection, pre-
vention and abatement of all
contraventions . of this Ordin-
ance or of by-laws or rules made
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thereunder, or for the perform-
ance of acts required to be done

under this Ordinance in respect

 of which the owner or occupier

(s) by

(@) to

is, or may be deemed to be, in
default;

its Chairman or other officer
authorised by him, to hold all
inquiries which the Chairman
may deem mnecessary for any of
the purposes of this Ordinance,
and for the purpose of all such
inquiries, to administer oaths
and summon witnesses;

set apart such contributions
from the communal fund as the
Minister may approve towards.
the cost of any association of

- local authorities for the con-

sideration of matters relating
to local administration;

() to spend any pa,rt of the communal

fund in the payment of travel-
ling allowances to members of
the Council for attendance at
meetings of the Council, or to
members or officers of the Coun-
cil attending, with the approval
of the Council, any meeting or
conference of members or
officers of Village Councils for
the consideration of matters
relating to local administra-
tion:

~ (») to apply any part of the communal

fund to the payment of such
expenses not exceeding in the

aggregate one thousand rupees
in any year as may be incurred
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by the Council, and such other
expenses as may be incurred by
the Council with the prior
sanction 1in writing of the
Minister, in connection with
civic receptions or the celebra-
tion or observance of any events
or occasions of public interest,
or any religious, charitable,
cultural, health, recreational or
educational purposes;

(w) to make from the communal fund
* such contributions not exceed-
ing in the aggregate five
hundred rupees in any year as
may be voted by the Council,
and such other contributions as
may be voted by the Council
with the prior sanction in writ-
ing of the Minister, towards the
cost of public entertainments or
recreations, or towards the sup-
port of any libraries, or any
educational, scientific,” charit-
able or benevolent ingtitutions,
or any religious, charitable,
cultural, health or educational
purposes; :

(#) to institute or defend any legal
proceedings which the Council
may deem necessary to institute
or defend for the purpose of
enforcing or protecting the
rights of the Council or of the
public or of protecting its
members or officers in the execu-
tion or intended execution of
their duties;

(¥) to enforce by-laws made or deemed
' by virtue of any written law to
have been made by it under this

. Ordinance and to enter prosecu-

tions in the Rural Court for

breaches of such by-laws;
2——J. N B 24236—1,525 (6/61)
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(?) generally to do all things necessary
for the effective exercise of the

powers and duties of the
Council.”’.

14, The following new sections are hereby-i‘nserted
immediately after section 43, and shall have effect as

sections 44, 44A and 44B, of the principal
enactment ; — :

* Power to 44. (1) Whenever it appears to the
o= Chairman of any Village Council that

an examination or a survey of any private
land, building, or premises is necessary
for any public purpose in the village area
for which the Council is constituted, it
shall be lawful for the Chairman to direct
-any officer or servant of the Council to
make such examination or survey, and it
shall thereupon be lawful for such officer
or servant and his workmen to enter such
land, building or premises, and to do
thereon any of the following acts:—

(@) to make a survey and to take
levels;

(b) to dig or bore into thé sub-soil;

(¢) to do other acts to ascertain
whether the land, building, or
premises is or are adaptable to
such public purpose;

(d) to.set out the boundaries of any
land which is to be acquired, or
street lines, or the lines of any
work proposed to be carried
out;

(¢) to mark such levels, boundaries, or
lines, by placing permanent
marks on existing buildings,
trees, posts, walls, fences, or
other fixed objects, or by fixing
new marks, or by cutting
trenches as the case may
require; S

(f) and where otherwise a survey can-
not be completed or levels
taken, or the boundaries and
the lines marked, to cut down



Seizure of
certain
animais on
roads or

paths.

Village Councils (Amendment) Act, 17

No. 60 of 1961

and clear away any obstructions
interfering with the execution
of 'such work.

(2) Where any damage is caused to
any land or to anything thereon by the
performance of any of the acts referred
to in sub-section (1), full compensation
shall be paid by the Village Council to
the owner or other person entitled
thereto.

(3) No person shall enter any building
or any enclosure attached to a dwelling-
house for the purposes of sub-section (1)
except with. the written consent of the
occupant thereof, or if such consent is
withheld, with the written sanction of
the Chairman of the Village Council.

(4) Every mark fixed on any land
under this section shall be deemed to be
the property of the Village Council.

44A. (1) It shall be lawful for any
person thereto authorised by the Chair-
man of a Village Council to seize any
ox, buffalo, horse, sheep, goat or pig,
which he may find tied, tethered or
straying on or about any road or path

. within the administrative limits of the -

Council, unless such animal is tied or
tethered to a cart which is being loaded
or unloaded, and to place every animal
so seized in the pound established by the
Council for the purpose.

(2) No animal seized under sub-
section’ (1) shall be delivered to the
owner thereof except upon payment to
the Chairman of the Village Council of
the sum of one rupee, or such other sum
as the Minister may by notification pub-
lished in the Gazette fix from time to
time, which the Chairman shall cause to
be remitted to the person by whom the
animal may have been seized, and of a
further sum of thirty cents for each day
during which the animal may have been
kept in the pound. :

(3) If no person claims any animal
placed in the pound or pays the dues
vequired by sub-section (2) within ten
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days after the seizure of the animal, it
shall be lawful for the Village Council
to sell it by public auction, and after
payment of two rupees, or such other
sum as the Minister may by notification
published in the Gazette fix from time
to time, to the person by whom the
animal was seized and a sum calculated
at the rate of. seventy-five cents a day
for the custody and maintenance of the
-animal in the pound, to pay any balance
of the proceeds of such sale, if such
balance is not claimed and the payment
thereof is not obtained by any person
entitled thereto within a period of one
year from the date of such sale, to the
communal fund.

(4) The . provisions of this section
shall have effect in every village area
notwithstanding anything contained in-
the Cattle Trespass Ordinance.

Interference 448. Any person who removes any
e Roreons animal from the lawful custody of any
seize certain person authorised to seize it wunder
animals on section 44A, or who in any way molests
paths. or obstructs such person in the exercise

or discharge of his powers or duties,
shall be guilty of an offence punishable
by the Rural Court having jurisdiction’
over the area in which the offence was
committed.’’.

12. Section 45 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended, in sub-section (3) thereof, as
follows : — ' :

1) in paragraph (a) of that sub—section; by the
substitution, for the word °‘ six ’’, of the

>
3>

word “‘ nine ’’;
(2) in paragraph (b) of that sub-section—

(1) by the substitution, for the words
““ fifty cents ’’, of the words ‘‘ two
rupees ’?, and

(ii) by the substitution, for the :words
‘“ outside a built-up locality and ”’,
of the words °° within the village
area and which ’’; and
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(3) by the insertion, immediately after the second -

proviso in that sub-section, of the following
new proviso :—

““ And provided further that the
Village Council shall not impose an acre-
age tax exceeding fifty cents a year on
each acre of any divided portion of land,
duly defined and forming one property,
which is less than five acres in extent and
is situated in any area declared by the
Minister by Order published in the
Gazette to be a special area for the
purposes of the imposition and levy of that
tax: ”’

48. The following new section is hereby inserted
immediately after section 45, and shall have efiect as
section 454, of the principal enactment:—

_ Remlssion of 45A. (1) Where any building, other
I;sse_ssment than a building containing furniture, 1s
tax in respect or remains unoccupied for any period,
of period of . - £ h
non-occupancy a Village Council may allow for that
. ©of a building. period a proportionate remission of the

amount due on that building in respect -

of the assessment tax.

(2) Where any building containing
furniture is registered with a Village
Council as a building intended to be let
furnished, or as a building not intended
to be permanently occupied, and the
building remains unoccupied for any
period, the Council may allow for that
Eeriod a proportionate remission of one

alf of the amount due on that building
in respect of the assessment tax.

(3) The period for which a remission
may be allowed under sub-section (1)
or sub-section (2) in respect of any
building shall— -

. (i) commence on the date on which
S written notice is received by

the Council to the effect that -

the building is wunoccupied ;
and

Insertion of
new section
454 in the
principal
enactment,
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(ii) end on the date on which the
building is re-occupied :

Prov1ded however, that where
written .notice of the date of the re-
occupation of any building is not given
to the Council within three days of the
re-occupation, then—

(a) if the period for which such
remission is claimed exceeds
one month, mno such remission
in respect of one month in that
period shall be allowed, and-

(b) if that period does not exceed one
month, no such remission in
respect of the entirety of that
period shall be allowed.

(4) Every person who gives notice
under sub-section (3) that any building
is unoccupied, shall specify in the notice
the address to which any communication
may be sent to him by the Council for
the purposes of this section.

(6) Where any question arises as to-
the period during which any building is
or remains unoccupied, the decision of
the Council thereon shall be final; notice
of such decision shall be sent by post to
the address specified 111 the notice
relating to that building. ’

Amendment of 13. Section 47 of the principal enactment is bereby
Bﬂctlﬂﬂ; 4? of d d f 11 .
the prlnc]pal amenae as OliOWsS . —

enactmens.,

(a¢) in sub-section (1) of that section by the substi-
tution, in paragraph (&) of the proviso in
that sub- section, for all the words and
figures from * sections > to the end of that
paragraph, of the words and ﬁgures ‘¢ the
Motor Traffic Act, No. 14 of 1951.

(b) in sub-section (5) of that section—

(1) by the substitution, for the words and
figures ‘‘ or section 128 of the Muni-
cipal Councils Ordinance, ’’, of the
words and figures “°

3

or section 175 of
the Town Councils Ordinance, No. 3
of 1946, or section 245 of the Muni-
Clpa,71 Counclls Orxdinance, No. 29 of
1947 °7 ;
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(2) in paragraph (@) of that sub-section—

(@) by the substitution, for the words
‘““an Urban Council or ’’, of
the words ‘“ an Urban Council,
a Town Council or *’; and

() by the substitution, for the words
‘“ such Urban Council or ’’, of
the words ‘¢ such Urban Coun-
c¢il, Town Council or >’ ; and

(3) ‘i:|'1 paragraph (&) of that sub-section by

the substitution, for all the words
from ‘“an TUrban Council’ -to
““ limits ’’, of the words ‘“ an Urban
Council, a Town Council or a Munici-
pal Council, to the Village Council,

Urban Council, Town Council or,

Municipal Council within whose"

23

administrative limits

48. Section 47A of the prihcipal enactment is
hereby repealed and the following -new section
substituted therefor: — '

Power of
‘Village -Council
to establish
and maintain
pnblic utility
services.

““ Public Utility Services.
47a. A Village Council may, for the

- purpose of the village area or any part

thereof, either independently or in con-
junction with any other local authority,

Reoplacement of
gsection 47a of
the principal
enactment,

and either directly (with or without the

assistance -of Government) or through
any promoter- or body of promoters,
establish and maintain for the benefit of
the persons inhabiting or resorting to
such area or part any of the following
public utility services:—

(a) water supply; -

(b) the lighting 'of streets, public'

places, and public buildings;
(¢) the supply of electric light or
power; -
(d) markets; - ,
(¢) public baths and bathing places;

() the manufacture and supply at
- cost price of squatting plates
for latrines;
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(g) the provision of housing accommo-
"~ dation for the poorer classes;

(2) any other form of public service
which the Council may be
specially authorised by the
Minister to establish and
malintain;

() any other form of public service
which the Council is authorised
by any other written law to
establish and maintain.’’.

16. The following new sections are hereby inserted
immediately after section 47A, and shall have efiect
as sections 47B, 47c, 47D, 47E, 47r, 47c, 47H, 471,
47k, 47L, 47Mm, 47N, and 47p, of the principal
enactment: —

** Manner of 478. For the purpose of the establish-
i v ment and maintenance of any public
public utility" utility service which a Village Council
services. is authorised by or under section 47aA to

establish and maintain, the Counecil

may—

(@) provide for any expenses involved

out of the revenue of the
Council; or

(b) levy a special rate upon the area
benefited by such service, subiect
to such limits and exemptions
as may be prescribed by by-
laws; or

(¢) contract with the owners or occu-
piers of premises for the supply
of the service, and charge and
enforce such rates in respect of
such service as may be pres-
cribed by by-laws; or

(d) charge such fees as it may deem
reasonable from persons deriv-

- ing benefit from such service; or

(¢) where any such public service is
established and maintained
through any promoter or body
of promoters, in pursuance of
any agreement made with the
Council or under any licence
issued by the Council, authorise
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such promoter or promoters to
charge such fees as may be
approved by the Council from
persons deriving benefit from
such service.

Maximum of 47c. A special rate levied by a Village
ecial rate

o Council upon the area benefited by a
conservancy water service Or conservancy service
service. established and maintained by the

Council shall not exceed six per centum
of the annual value of all buildings and
lands situated within such area.

Lisbility for 47D. (1) Where any land or building,
ﬁeféz';:;t“ which is sitnated within any village area
of Crown and is the property of the Crown, is
property- occupied or held by any person under any
lease or permit granted by the Crown,
such land or building shall be liable to
be assessed in respect of any special rate
imposed under section. 478, and such
person shall be liable to ay and shall
pay the special rate 1ev1abl% in respect of
that land or building
(2) No property of the Crown, whether
movable or immovable, shall be liable to
be seized or sold for the recovery of any
special rate which may be due from any
person occupying or holding that
property under any agreement, contract
- . or permit, whether expressed or implied,
with or from the Crown.
Agsessment

and rocovery 47E. Every special rate under section
of special 478 shall be assessed and levied and, in
rates. case of default shall be recovered sum-
: marily, in such manner as may be
prescribed by rules made under
~ section 59: : :

'~ Provided, however, that for the
purposes.of ‘the recovery of any such rate
in case of default, nothing specified in
the proviso in section 45 (6) shall be
liable to such seizure or sale as may be

prescrlbed by .any such rule.

Exemption - 47r%. A Village Council may by resolu-
f‘a‘;“ggecm‘ _ tion specially exempt any property from
resolution. any special rate imposed under section

478 on the ground of the poverty of the

owner.
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47c. A Village Council may, with the
approval of the Minister and subject to
the consent of the local authority of any
area adjacent to the village area, con-
tract with the owners or occupiers of any -

. premises situated in any such adjacent

area for the supply of any public utility
service to such premises, and may
charge and enforce rates in respect of
such supply.

47a. For the purposes of the establish-.
ment and maintenance of any public
utility service which it is authorised to
establish and maintain by or under this
Ordinance, any Village Council may
enter into any contract and may, subject
to the provisions of this Ordinance,
purchase, take upon lease, hire, cons-
truct, maintain all premises, ma.chlnery,
and apparatus required for such pur-
poses and do and execute all such works,
matters, and things as may be necessary
in that behalf

471. Where the Village Council estab-
lishes and maintains a public water
supply for the benefit of the inhabitants
of the village area or any part thereof,
the owner. or occupier of any premises
in such area or part, as the case may be,
in respect of which the Council levies a
special water rate, shall be entitled to
have free of further charge a supply of
water from the public stand-pipes for the
domestic purposes of himself and his
household or of his tenants or other
persons occupying the premises.

47, A supply of water for domestic
purposes shall not include a supply of
water for horses or cattle or for washing
vehicles, where such horses, cattle, or

. vehicles are kept for sale or hire, or a

supply for any trade, manufacture, or
business, or fountalns or swimming
baths, or for any ornamental or mecha-
nical purpose, or for "purposes of
irrigation.
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47n. A Village Council may supply

-water for other than domestic purposes

or allow a private service of water to any
premises for domestic purposes in such
quantities and upon such terms and
conditions as may be agreed upon bet-
ween the Council and the persons
desirous of .being so supplied, or as may
be prescrlbed by by-laws in that behalf.

47v. Tt shall be lawful for a Village
Council to establish and maintain within
the village area all such village fairs as
are required for the service of the inhabi-
tants, and to provide for the proper

\regu-latlon supervision and control of

such fairs.

478. The- follovvlng provisions shall
apply in the case of every village area
where the establishment or maintenance
of a private fair except under the
authority of a licence is prohibited under
any by-laws made in that behalf by the
Vlllage Council of that area:-—

(1) Every licence for a private fa1r
granted on or after such date
as the Minister may appoint by
Order published in the Gazette,
shall be upon the condition that
should the Council at any time
decide that it is in the public
interest to establish a village
fair in place of such private
fair, the authority empowered
in that behalf may refuse to
renew the licence of such pri-
vate fair, and that the owner of
such private fair shall not be
entitled to any compensation in
“respect of such refusal.

(2) The authorlty empowered in that .

behalf may, on or after the date
appointed under paragraph (1)
of this section, refuse to issue
_ or renew a licence for a private
fair, if he. is satisfied that the
wants of the area are sufficiently
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provided for by the village and
private fairs already in
existence or in contemplation.

47p. (1) Where a Village Council is
satisfied that it is in the public interest
that any private fair should be either—

(a) discontinued, or

(b) taken over by the Council and
maintained as a village fair,

the Council may either direct the dis-
continuance of such fair, or may take it
over and maintain it as a village fair,
subject in either case to the payment of
compensation in accordance with the
provisions of this section.

(2) Where any private fair is directed
by a Village Council to be discontinued,
the compensation payable, unless other-
wise settled by agreement, shall be the
difference between the wvalue of the
premises if used as a fair under this
Ordinance and the value of the same
premises if used, not as a fair, but for
any other purposes to which similar
premises in the same locality are or
might be put to the best advantage,
together with an allowance in respect of
the cost of adapting for any such purpose
the buildings used for the fair.

(3) Where any private fair is taken
over by a Village Council to be main-
tained as a village fair, the compensation
payable shall be the value of the premises
when wused as a fair under this
Ordinance.

(4) In estimating the value of the
premises used as a fair under this Ordi-
nance, regard shall be had to the

- depreciation likely to occur in the value
'of such premises in the event of a village

fair or a mnew private fair being estab-
lished in the same neighbourhood.’’.
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17. Section 49 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows:—

(1) by the substitution, for sub-section (1) of that

section;-of the following new sub-section:—

‘¢ (1) Every Village Council shall have

ower to make from time to time such by-

aws, not inconsistent with the provisions

of this Ordinance, as may be authorised or

required by this Ordinance, or may appear

to the Council to be necessary for the -

purposes of the exercise of its powers and

the discharge of its duties under this

' Ordinance, and to amend, vary or rescind
any by-law so made.’’; )
(2) in sub-section (2) of that section—
" (a) in paragraph (i) of / that = sub-sec-
tion—

/
(i) by the substitution, for sub--

paragraphs (¢) and (b) of

that paragraph, of the follow-

ing new sub-paragraphs:—

““ (a) the c;véation of posts or
officey ;

(b) appo?intments to. posts -

or c¢ifices in the service
of / the Council, not
being scheduled posts
‘within the meaning of
the: Local Government
ervice Ordinance ; *’ ;
nd '
(i) by the/ insertion, immediately
after/ sub-paragraph (&) of
that/paragraph, of the follow-
ing/new sub-paragraph :—
‘“ (ob) the qualifications ne-
/ cessary for appoint-
' ments to posts or offices
referred to in sub-
. paragraph () ;’’ ; and
(iii) by the substitution, for sub-
paragraphs (¢), (d) and (e)
of that paragraph, of the
following sub-paragraphs:—
““ (¢) the payment of salaries,
allowances and remu-
neration to officers and

" Amendment of

section 49 of
the prinecipal
enactment,
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servants of the Council
who are not members
of the ILocal Govern-
ment Service; : :

(d) the establishment and
regulation of a provi-
dent fund for the bene-
fit of the officers and
servants referred to in

. sub-paragraph {¢);

(¢) the grant of leave of
absence to-officers and
servants referred to in
sub-paragraph (¢) ’’;

() in paragraph (xi) of that sub-sec-
tion—

(i) by the substitution, for the word
‘“ Markets >>°, of the words
‘“ Village or private mar-

: kets >’ :

i1) by the substitution, for sub--

. paragraphs (@), () and (¢) of
that paragraph, of the follow-
ing new sub-paragraphs:—

‘‘ (a) their establishment, main-
‘ tenance and improve-
3 ment;

(b) their regulation, super-

vision, 1inspection, and
: control, including the
regulation of the prices

. of articles sold therein;

(¢) their conservancy and

. scavenging, and the
prevention of nuisances

' 1in connection  there-
with; *7 ;

(iii) by the substitution, in sub-para-
graph (d) of that paragraph,
for the-words ¢ village mar-
kets ’’,.0f the word °‘ them *;

(iv) by the oOmission, in sub-para-
graph (&) of that paragraph,
of the w¢rd *° village *’ 5 '

(v) by the substitution, in sub-para-
igI'-'sth (f).'of that paragraph,
.for the words ‘¢ spaces in village
markets;’’, 77 of the word

€< >

spaces; g
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" (vi)] by the omission, in sub-para-
' graph (k) of that paragraph,
of the word °‘ village ’f ; ‘and

(vii) ‘» by the substitution,-in sub-para-
graph (/) of that paragraph,
for the words *° e,mployees at

village markets;’>’, of the
word ‘‘ employees; '’ ; and

.- (¢) by the insertion, immediately after
paragraph (xxi) of that sub-sec-
tion, of the following new para-
graphs :— /f

‘ (xxia) . The  regulation, super-
vision, Iinspection and con-
trol of hairdressing saloons
and barbers’ shops;

(xxib) The f”regulation, super-

vision, / inspection and con-.

trol of: billiard saloomns;

/

(xxic) Theé regulation, super-

vision, inspection and con-

trol of forges;

_ _,.
. (xxid) The licensing of auction-
eers and brokers;

(ﬁxie) The licensing of ‘ pefsons
carrying on the business o
money lending;’”. :

48. Section 50 of fhe principal enactment is
hereby amended by the repeal of sub-section (1) of

that section and the substitution therefor of the

following sub-section:—

£C

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 56, it
shall be lawful for a.Village Council to borrow from
the Ceylon Government, or any person or body of
persons whether incorporated or not, such sum or

+ sums of money af'.sffmay be necessary for any of the
purposes of the.;iCouncil. Every loan raised by a
Village Councjl’ shall be subject to such rate
of interest and;to such conditions for the repay-
ment thereof ds the Minister with the concurrence
of the Minister of Finance may approve. ”’ :

Ameridment of
section §0 of
the principal
enactment.
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19. The following new section is hereby inserted
immediately after section 51A, and shall have effect
as section-518, of the principal enactment:—

‘“ Powers of
Chairman of a -

51B. (1) Where in any village area

Village _ any tree or any branch, fruit, or other
fe‘;"::gﬂtom part of a tree is causing or is likely to
trees or ‘cause damage to any building, or is in a
branches or condition dangerous to the occupants of
s of 2y g

trees endan- any building, or to the safety of passers-
e the by along any public thoroughfare, the
person, or Chairman of the Village Council of such
property.

area may, by a notice in writing served
on the owner or occupier of the land on
which such tree stands, require sach
owner or occupier to tie up and make
secure, or to cut down and remove, such
tree or the branch, fruit, or other part of]
such tree within such time as may be
specified in the notice.

(2) Every person on whom a mnotice
from the Chairman of a Village Council
is served under sub-section (1) shall
comply with the requirements of such
notice within the time specified therein,
and in the event of the refusal or neglect
of such person to comply with such
requirements within such time, such
Chairman, or any officer or workman
authorised in writing by such Chairman,
may enter upon the land referred to in
such notice and do what such person was
required to do by such notice, and the
expenses thereby incurred may be
recovered from such person as a debt due
to such Village Council.”’.

20. Section 53 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended as follows:—-
(1) by the substitution, for the expression ‘‘ sections

43 to 47a ’’, of the expression ‘° sections 43
to 478 and section 47¥’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2) of that section—

' (@) by the substitution, for sub-paragraph
(¢) of that paragraph, of the following
new sub-paragraph: —

““ (¢) the creation of any salaried post
or office in the service of the
Council ;7;
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() by the insertion, immediately after sub-
paragraph (c) of that paragraph, of
the following new sub: paragraph

““ (cc) the remuneration to be assigned
to any post or office in the ser-
vice of the Council, not being a
scheduled post within the
meaning of the T.ocal Gover’n-

ment Service Ordinance ;°’ ;
and :

(¢) by the substitution in sub-paragraphs (d)

and (e) of that paragraph, for the
words ‘“ one hundred °’, of the words
‘“ three hundred *’.

21. Section 54 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended as follows:—

(1) in sub-section (2) of that section—

(@) by the substitution in paragraph (a) of
that sub-section—

(1) for the Words ‘“ shall be audited
annually *’, of the words ‘¢ shall
be 1nspected and examined once
at least in every year, and shall
be audited annually,’”’; and

(11) for the words ‘‘ such audit,””, of
the words °° such mspectlon
examination and audit,’”;

(6) by the substitution in paragraph (b) of
that sub-section, for the words ‘¢ andit
and exammatlon , wherever those
words occur in that paragraph, of the
Words ‘“ inspection, examination and
audit ’

(¢) by the substltutlon in paragraph (¢) of

that sub-section, for all the words from
‘“ document, or papers,”’ to °‘‘this
sub-section,’’ , of the following:—

*‘ document, or papers within thirty
days of his belng required so to do,
or to make or sign any declaration
when requlred so to do, under this

sub-section,’
S J, . B 34236-,1526 (6/61)

Amendment of
section 54 of
the principal
enactment. .
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(d) by the substitution in paragraph (d} of
that sub-section, for the words ‘¢ due
from such person: °’’, of the follow-
ing : —

‘“ due from such person and com-
municate his decision in writing to
such person through the Commis-
sioner of Local Government. The
communication shall be transmitted
by the Commissioner of Local Gov-
- ernment to such person by registered
post, and if so transmitted shall be
deemed to be received by such person
at the time when the letter con-
taining the decision would be
delivered in the ordinary course of
post, and in proving that such letter
was posted it shall be sufficient to
prove that such letter was properly
addressed and put into the post:’’;

(¢) by the insertion, immediately after para-
graph (d) of that sub-section, of the
following new paragraph:—

‘““ (dd) Where any item of the
accounts of a Village Council
relating to any expenditure
authorised by a resolution of the
Council is disallowed by the
auditor as being contrary to
law under paragraph (&) of this
sub-section, the Chairman of
the Council and every other
member of the Council who
voted in favour of such resolu-
tion, shall each be deemed to
be a person who made or
authorised the making of the

payment for the purposes of
that paragraph.’; :

(f) by the substitution in paragraph (f) of

" that sub-section, for the _ word
““ fourteen ’’, of the word °‘ thirty ’;

(g) in paragraph (2) of that sub-section—
" (1) by the substitution, for the words

““ Village Committee *’, where-
ver those words occur in that
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paragraph, of the words
‘“ Commaissioner of Local
Government >’, and

(ii) by the substitution, for all the

L9

words. from °‘ recover the sum
from such person ’’ to the end
of that paragraph, of the words
‘“ recover the sum due from
such person in the manner
specified in paragraph (%4a) or
paragraph (2d)-";

() by the insertion, immediately after pa,ré,-

.. graph

(&) of that sub-section, of the

following paragraphs:—

[ 23 (ka)

If any sum referred to 1in
paragraph (&) is not paid with-
in the time allowed therefor by
that paragraph to the Commis-
sioner of l.ocal Government by
the person from whom it is due,
such Commissioner may make
an application— :

(i) where such sum exceeds
three hundred rupees, to
the District Court, and

(ii) where such sum does not
exceed three hundred
rupees, to the Court of
Requests,

within whose jurisdiction such
person resides, for the recovery
of such sum by seizure and sale

. of the immovable property of

such person, and upon such
application being made, the
Court shall issue to the Fiscal a
writ for the recovery of such
sum by the seizure and sale of
such immovable property. The
provisions of the Civil Proce-
dure Code relating to the
seizure and sale of immovable
property by the Fiscal in execu-
tion of a writ issued by a court
and to the making and adjudi-
cation of claims in respect of

immovable property seized by
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the Fiscal shall apply to the
seizure and sale of immovable
property for the recovery of the
sum specified in the Commis-
sioner’s application and to the
making and adjudication of
claims in respect of immovable
property seized for the recovery
of such sum. For the purpose
of the application of such pro-
visions the sum so specified shall
.be deemed to be due on a decree
entered by the court and such
Commaissioner shall be deemed
to be the judgment creditor and
the person liable to pay such
sum shall be deemed to be the
judgment debtor.

(£6) Where the Commissioner of 1.ocal

Government is of the opinion in
any case that recovery from any
person of any sum referred to
in paragraph (A) by seizure and
sale of such person’s immovable
property is impracticable or in-
expedient, or where the full
amount of such sum has not
been so recovered, such Com-
missioner may issue a certifi-
cate containing particulars of
the amount due from such per-
son and the name and last
known place of business or resi-
dence of such person to a Magis-
trate having jurisdiction in the
place in which such pesrson
resides. The Magistrate shall
thereupon summon such person
before him to show cause why
proceedings for the recovery of
the amount due should not be
taken against such person, and
if no sufficient cause is shown by
such person, the amount due
shall be deemed to be a fine
imposed by a sentence of the
Magistrate on such defaulter
for an offence punishable with
a fine only or mot punishable
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with iImprisonment, and may
be recovered accordingly.’’;
and

() by the substitution in paragraph (¢), for

the words °° Village Committee °'’, of
the words ‘¢ Commissioner of I.ocal
Government ’’; and

(2) by the addition, immediately after sub-section
(2), of the following new sub-section:-—

““ (8) Every sum paid or recovered under

this section, other than any sum paid or
‘recovered as costs and expenses incurred in
the enforcement of any disallowance or
surcharge, shall be credited to the commu-
nal fund of the Village Council.” .

22. Section 55 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following new section substituted

therefor: —

** Deposit
and use of
communsal fund.

55. (1) All moneys received by a Village
Council or by the Chairman of the Coun-
cil on behalf of the Council, and payable
to the communal fund shall, within four-
teen days of the receipt thereof, be de-
posited by the Chairman either—

(2) in the nearest Xachcheri; or

(b) in such of the banks in Ceylon as
may be selected by the Council
with the sanction of the
Minister,

and shall be credited to an account bear-
ing the name of that fund. '

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-

section (3) of section 63B, no payment
" shall— ‘

(@) where the communal fund of a

Village Council is maintained .

in a Kachcheri, be made out of
that fund, except by the
Government Agent on an order
of payment signed and issued
by the Chairman of the Council,
or by the Vice-Chairman of the
Council acting under the
authority of the Chairman and-
by an officer of the Council
specially authorised by the
Council for that purpose; or

Replacement of
section 56 of
the principal
enactment,
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(b) where that fund is maintained in
a bank, except on a cheque or
an order of payment signed and
issued in such manner as may
be prescribed by rules which
are hereby authorised to be

‘made for the purpose under
section 59.

(38) Subject to the provisions of sub-
section (2) of section 63B, no cheque or
order for payment of moneys out of the
communal fund of a Village Council
shall be issued unless the expenditure to
which it relates has been authorised by
the Council either generally or by a
resolution in that behalf.

(4) For the purpose of resolving any
doubts as. to the legality of any item of
expenditure authorised by a resolution of
a Village Council, the Chairman of the
Council may refer the matter for decision
through the Assistant Commissioner to
the Commissioner of Local Government.
The Commissioner shall communicate his

. decision on any such reference through
the Assistant Commissioner to the

Chairman.

(5) Where the Commissioner of Local
Government has, on any reference made
to him under sub-section (4), confirmed
the legality of any item of expenditure
authorised by a resolution of a Village
Council, the Chairman of the Council
and every other member thereof shall
not, notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in section 54, be liable to a sur-
charge by the auditor under that section
in respect of any payment relating to that
item of expenditure.”’. -

The following new section is hereby inserted

immediately after section 56, and shall have effect as
section 56A, of the principal enactment:—

s Waiver of
sums due to
a Village
Couneil.

56A. A Village Council may by reso-
Intion waive the whole or any part of any
.~ sum of money due to the Council from
any person on the ground that the amount
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to be waived is inconsiderable or irre-
coverable or on the ground of the poverty
of such person. A resolution relating to
the waiver of an amount exceeding fifty
rupees shall be subject to the approval
of the Minister. *’.

24. Section 59 .of the principal enactment is Amendment of
hereby amended as follows :— o oton]
. - . enactment.
(1) in sub-section (1) of that section—

(¢) by the insertion, immediately after
paragraph (4#) of that sub-section, of
the following new paragraphbs :—

- *“ (ha) the rates of subsistence and
travelling allowances payable
to members or officers or
servants of Village Councils
by way of reimbursement of
expenses incurred in the per-
formance of any duty; .

(2b) the rates of travelling allowances
payable to members of a
Village Council for attendance
at meetings of the Council;’’;

(b) by the insertion, immediately after
paragraph (¢) of that sub-section, of
the following new paragraph :—

"¢ (7¢) the receipt and disposal of
stores and equipment, the
keeping of inventories and the
manner in which such inven-
tories shall be kept;’’;

(¢) by the substitution, for paragraph () of
that sub-section, of the following new
paragraph :—

““ () the appointment, discipline,
suspension and dismissal of
officers and servants of Village
Councils who are not members
of the  TLocal Government
Service, and—

(1) the qualifications necessary
for appointment to posts
or offices mnot being
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scheduled posts within
- the meaning of the Local
Government Service
Ordinance;

(i1) the scales of the salaries to
be assigned to such
posts or offices;

(111) the terms and conditions,
and the duration, of any
leave of absence that
may be granted to such
officers and servants;

(1V) provident funds for the
benefit of such officers
and servants of Village
Councils as are not
members of the I.ocal
Government Service;

(v) the payment of pensions
and gratuities to officers
or servants of the Vil-
lage Council on their
retirement from service
from such Council-”;
and

(d) by the omission of paragraph (%¥); and

(2) in sub-section (3) of that section, by the substitu-
tion, for the words ‘‘ made by a Village
Commaittee >’, of the words ‘‘* made by, or any
power vested in, a Village Council *’.

25. Section 61 of the principal enactment is hereby
amended as follows:—

(1) by the renumbering of that section as sub-
section (1) of that section; and

(2) by the addition, at the end of that section, of
the following new sub-section:—

“*(2) For the -purpose of satisfying
himself in regard to any of the matters
referred to in sub-section (1), the Minister
may appoint any person to inquire into and
report upon such matter, and the person
so appointed shall, in relation to witnesses
at such inquiry and their examination and
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production of documents, have the powers
of a Commission of Inqu1ry appointed
under the Commissions of Inquiry Act,
No. 17 of 1948.”’

26. The foliowing new sections are hereby inserted
immediately after section 63, and shall have efiect as

gsections 63A,

638, 63c, 63D, 63E 63F, 63c¢ and 63H, of

the principa,l enactment : —

‘* Power of
Minister to
make inquiry
as to defaunls
in duty by
Village,
Councils.

Power of
Minister to
give and
enforce order
requiring a
Vglage g
Couneil to do
necessary
work.

63a. (1) If at any time it appears
to the Minister that any Village Coun-
cil is omitting to perform any duty or
to carry out any work imposed upon the
Council by this Ordinance or any other
written law, or that the Council has
otherwise made default in the perfor-
mance of any of its duties or the
discharge of any of its responsibilities
under this
written law, the Minister may in writing
give notice to the Council that, unless
within such time as shall be specﬂled in
the notice the Council shows cause to
the contrary, the Minister will appoint
a person or persons to inquire into and
report upon such omission or default to
the Minister and to make recommenda-
tions as to the measures that should be
taken for the purpose of performing
such duty or carrying out such work or
making good such default.

(2) Where any cause or suflicient
cause 1s mnot shown by any - Village
Council to which notice is given under
sub-section (1), the Minister shall
appolnt a person or persons to hold the
inquiry referred to in the notice. Such
Inquiry shall be held as far as practicable
in public. :

638. (1) On - the receipt of the
report of the person or persons ap-
pointed to hold an inquiry under section
63a, the Minister shall determine what
measures shall be taken for the purpose
of performing any duty or carrying out
any work which the Village Council has
omitted to perform or carry out or in
respect of which the Village Couneil has

Ordinance or any other.

Insertion of

new sections
63A to 63m in

the principal

enactment.
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made any default, and make in writing
an order requiring the Council. within
such time as shall be specified in the
order to take such measures accord-
ingly, and to raise the funds necessary
for the purpose by levying any one or
more of the rates or taxes leviable under
this Ordinance or by means of a loan.

(2) If a Village Council fails to
comply with an order made under sub-
section (1) within the time specified
therein, the Minister may in writing
appoint some person to take the
measures specified in the order, and may
in writing fix the remuneration to be
paid to such person, and direct that

- such remuneration and the cost of the

measures taken in accordance with the
order of the Minister shall be paid or
defrayed out of the communal fund of
the Council, and that, if necessary, any
one or more of the rates or taxes leviable
under this Ordinance shall be imposed,
or increased, and levied.

(8) For the purpose of carrying out
a direction of the Minister under sub-
section (2), any person appointed under
that sub-section shall have the power—

(a) to impose, or increase, and levy
any such rate or tax as may be
imposed, or increased, and
levied by the Village Council
affected by such direction ;
and

(b) to sign and issue a cheque or an
order of payment for the with-
drawal of, and to withdraw,
any sum from the communal
fund of the Council ; :

and he shall, after paying or defraying
all sums and expenditure authorised by
such direction to be paid or defrayed
by him, pay to the communal fund of
the Council the surplus, if any, of the
moneys received by him in the exercise
of his powers under this sub-section.
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63c. The Minister may direct a
person appointed under sub-section (2)
of section 638 in respect of any village
area, in addition to imposing, or
increasing, and levying any rate or tax

.in that village area or in lieu thereof, to

raise a loan from the Local Loans and
Development Commissioners on the
security of any rate or tax in that village
area for the purpose of performing any
duty, or carrying out any work, or
making good any default under that
section. ' '

63D. - The Minister may from time
to time certify the amount of the
expenses that have been incurred, or an
estimate of the expenses about to be
incurred, by any person appointed
under sub-section (2) of section 638,
and the amount of any loan required to
be raised for the purpose of defraying
the expenses that have been so incurred,
or are estimated as about to be incurred,
and a certificate of the Minister shall
be conclusive as to all matters to which
it relates.

63e. (1) Whenever the Minister
under section 63D certifies a loan to be
necessary 1n respect of any village area,
the TLocal Loans and Development
Commissioners may lend to the Com-
missioner of Local Government or the-
person appointed under sub-section (2)
of section 638 the amount of such loan
on the security of any rate or tax in that
village area without requiring any other
security.

(2) The Commissioner of TLocal
Government or the person appointed:
under sub-section (2) of section 638
may, as security for any such loan

. referred to' in sub-section (1) as is

obtained for any village area, mortgage
any rate or tax in that village area, and
such mortgage shall have the same effect

.as if it had been made by the Village

Council of that village area.
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63r. (1) The principal and interest
due in respect of any loan raised for pay-
ment of any expenses incurred or to be
incurred under this Part in respect of
any village area shall be deemed to be a
debt due from the Village Council of
that village area, and, in addition to
any other remedies, may be recovered in
the manner provided by the Local Loans
and Development Ordinance.

(2) The surplus of any loan, after pay-
ment of such expenses in respect of any
village area as are referred to in sub-
section (1), shall, after that surplus is
certified by the Minister, be paid to the
communal fund of the Village Council
of that village area.

63c¢. Any power, duty or function
vested in or imposed on or assigned to
the Commissioner of Local Government
by or wunder this Ordinance, may be
exercised, performed or discharged by
any Assistant Commissioner generally or
specially authorised thereto in writing
by the Commissioner, subject to the direc-
tions and control of the Commissioner,
for such period and to such extent, if
any, as may be specified in such written
authority.

631. The Minister may in writing
direct the Chairman of a Village Coun-
cil to transmit to the Minister for
inspection any such book or document as
relates to any affair of the Council.”’.

27. Section 129 of the principal enactment is
hereby amended as follows: —

(1) in the definition of °‘ local authority ’’, by the

substitution, for the words ‘¢ Urban Coun-

cil,’’, of the words °° Urban Council, Town

Council,”’; and
(2) by the insertion, immediately after the defini-
tion of °‘ local authority *’, of the following

new definitions: —

¢ *“ Local Government Service ’’

means the
Local Government Service constituted
by the T.ocal Government Service
Ordinance;
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‘“ Local Government Service Ordinance_
means the Local Government Service
.Ordinance, No. 43 of 1945; °.

28. The Second Schedule to the principal enact-
ment is hereby amended by the addition, at the end of
that Schedule, of the following : —

23

““ A1l fines and penalties recovered within the
administrative limits of the village area under—
(a) the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 42);

(b) the Street Collections Ordinance (Chapter 335);

(¢c) the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
Ordinance (Chapter 172); '

(d) the Food and Drugs Act, No. 25 of 1949; |

(¢) the Pawnbrokers Ordinance, No. 13 of 1942;

(/) the Public Performances Ordinance (Chap-
ter 134) ;

(9) the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordin-
ance (Chapter 332) ;

() the XLocal Authorities ¥lections Ordinance,
No. 53 of 1948. *°.

290. The Third Schedule to the principal enact-
ment is hereby amended as follows:—

(1) in paragraph 2 of that Schedule, by the
addition, immediately after sub-paragraph
(¢) of that paragraph, of the following new
sub-paragraph :— '

“ (f) The ‘Public Performances Ordinance
(Chapter 134).”°; and

(2) in paragraph 3 of that Schedule—

(i) by the substitution, in sub-paragraph {¢)
of that paragraph, for the tull stop,
of a semi-colon ; and

(ii) by the addition, immediately after
sub-paragraph (¢) of that paragraph,
of the following new sub-para-
graphs :—

““ (d) as pawnbrokers, on licences
issued under section 3 of the

Pawnbrokers Ordinance, No.

13 of 1942 ;
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(¢) under the Stamp Ordinance in
respect of transfers, mortgage
- bonds, gifts and leases.”’.

Amendment of 80. Section 51 of the Vehicles Ordinance is hereby
Chapter 165. amended as follows :— |

(1) in section 3 of that Ordinance by the substitu-
tion, for the words °‘ or town ’’, of the
words ‘‘ town or village area °’;

(2) in section 16 of that Ordinance by the substi-
' tution, in sub-section (1) of that section,
for the word °‘town, ’’, of the words

b
€<

village area, town, >’ ; and

(3) in section 51 of that Ordinance by the substi-
tution, in the definition of ‘‘ proper autho-
rity »’, for the word ‘‘ town ’’, of the words
‘“.town or village area ’’, and by the substi-
tution, for the words ‘¢ District Council, *’,
of the words ‘° Urban Council, Town
Council, Village Council, *’.

Amendment of - 31, The Dog Registration Ordinance is hereby
Chapter 354. amended as follows:—

(1) in section 2 of that Ordinance, by the substi-
tution in the definition of *‘ proper
authority ’—

(@) for the words °‘ town or village ’’, of
the words ‘° village area ’’;

(b) for the words ‘‘ Small Towns Sanitary
Ordinance *’, of the words °‘ Village
Councils Ordinance >’ ; and -

(¢) for the words ‘‘ Sanitary Board ’’, of

- the words *‘ Village Council >’ ;

(2) in section 3 of that Ordinance by the substitu-
tion, for the word ‘° town, ’>’, of the words"
‘“ town, village area, >’ ;

(3) in section 4 of that Ordinance—

(@) by the " substitution, for the words
““town, or place’, of the words
‘“ town, village area, or place ”’;

(b) by the substitution, for the words -
‘“ town or village ’’, of the words
““ village area ’’; and '

(¢) by the substitution, for the words
““ Small Towns Sanitary Ordin-
ance >, of the words °° Village
Councils Ordinance ’’; -
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(4) in section 11 of that Ordinance by the substi-
tution, in sub-section (1) of that section,
for the words ‘‘ town, or place >, of the
words ‘‘ town, village area, or place ’’; and

(5) in section 14 of that Ordinance—

() by the ‘substitution, - for the words
““town or village >’, of the words
““ village area ’’; -

() by the substitution, for the words

| “Small Towns Sanitary -~ Ordin-
ance ’’, of ‘the words °f Village
Councils Ordinance *’ ;

(¢) by the substitution, for the words
““ Sanitary Board ’’, of the words
‘“Village Council’’; and

(d) by the substitution, for the word
..“Boa,rd”. of the word ‘‘Council’’.



